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MIRROR FOR 
The Multitude, 


OR GLASSE, 
'Wherein maie be ſcene, the vio- 
lence, the error , the weakneſſe , aud 


raſh conſent, of the mulurude , and thc 
daungerous reſolution of ſuch, as without x & 
gatd of the truth, endevour to runne 
and 1joyne themſelues with 
the multitude; 
a wy FP 

"FW $17) 4 neceſſ Y concinſtun X that it is not th 
UN name, or title of a Proteſtant, Chriſtian; cr Ca-| j 
thobcke , butthe true imitation of Chriſt, 

that mcketh a Chriſtian, 


NON VI, SED 
TLV LINTA 


Cameamnry, 
Virtutem incolumem odimus, ſubTatam 
oculis ſero querimus wudi, 
AT LON D 0N, 
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Exforce oh Lord In Zeale All Brefts, 
Effeftually To Honor her: 

who Ruling:Each man Gaines hs right, 
In Newght ſhe ſhowes A minde to erre. 
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, doubt:butfeeling further inſtigatis,I proceded 


TO THE RIGHT FA. 
MOVS AND MOST 
virtuous Princeſle , Elizabeth 


by the grace of God, Queene of mocland, Fraunce,C3* 
Ireland, defendreſle of the true Catho- 
lique faithbe conſtant perſenerance therein,A ioy= 
full raigne over vs, Gods proteQtion 
from her focs,and after this fe, 
a glorious raigne,with the 


King of Kinges, 


dA 24 O ſmall ( right excellent 
& moſt vertuous Queen) 
-F'y 1s the talent of my lear- 

@4F ning,that, notwithſtan- 
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"» ding , I have not willing- 
y \)  lye conceiled it , it hath 

L L ” beene deſeruedlye vnre- 4 
A A garded : which helde my 


willing mindeyall amazed, at my firſt aduenture 
mro this my truely affe&ted purpoſe: Yetduely, 
and dutifully conſidering,that he that ſayde yn- 
to Dauid, Apert 05 tum CF implebe ullud was all 
ſufficient ro dire& mee : and who ſayde vnto 
Paule, Mea fortitude in imbecillitate perficitur,both 
could and would aſſiſt me, I founde no cauſe of 


And, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 


And,this ( moſt gratious princeſſe ) is the effe& 
of my poore trauaile, which beeing thus {imply 
performed , true afte&ion mooued me and the 
daylic experience of your Maicſtes clemencie, 
reſolued mee, this daye ( though trembling ) to 
make it a meſſenger of my Joyalric: although in 
value, lefle then the poore widowes mite, and 
therefore farre vnaunſ{werable,to your princely 
worthineſle: yetin truc zcale not inferiourto a 
moſt precious preſent . It may pleaſe your Ma- 
ze{ty,gractouſly to accept it({o were I happy)but 
through the weakeneſle of my abilitie, I can not 
burreuerently acknowledge, that, might it bee 
accepted, at your princely handes, with bening 
patience, it is not in reſpe& of my deſeruinges, 
but proceeding onelye, and altogeather,of your 
Maiefties wonted clemencye. The experience 
whereot,, hath engrauen in the hcartes of your 
truely aftefted ſubieces,ſuche a perfe print of 
frce preſumprion,of your gratious acceptaunce, 
Euen of a cup of colde watcr,flowinge from the 
fountaine,ot their loyall ob:diencc : that 1 no- 
thing diipayre of that, which your royall heart 
hath fo generally afforded to many. 

Among whome,although I bee the moſt vn- 
worthy,the cauſes mouing my willing minde,to 
wade hereinto(time and occations conſidered) 
were not vnreaſonable : tending (moſte godly 
princeſle)to the comfort of the little flocke of 
true Chriſtians, that in theſe dangerous dayes, 
they yeeid not ynto the courſe , nor be diſmayed 
at 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
at the threats of the multitude : a monſter com- 


A pact of many daungerous members,domeſticall 


and foraine : proteſting, that the rathe and pe- 
rilous reſolution, which 1s to bee noted in the 
multitude in theſe dayes , without regarde of 
the truth,gaue greateſt inforcement,to my tra- 
uaile: which ( in reſpe& that therein, the multt- 
tude may (ce theirerrour,and weakneſſe)I haue 
intituled it, 4 mirror for the multitude , and in all 
humilitie (heilded the ſame , vnder the protec- 
tion of your Maieſty:a patronefle molt pure and 
perfe&t:nothing doubting, but it may pleaſe the 
great Sheepheard(cuen in the time of your royal 
raigne) to gather all his children into onefolde, 
and with the ſwoord of his truth,to driue away 
all beaſtes, and wolues, and all kinde of ſauage 
creatures,astraitours,and ſuch like cruell mon- 
ſters,with their multitudes , and mightie adhe- 
rents, from touching as much as the hemme, of 
your Maieſties garment, to the indaungering of 
your royall per{on,being ſo armed, with the vn- 
doubted ſhield of faith in him,that firſt (beyond 
ſome expeRation)placed your highneſle in the 
imperiall ſeat, who (heweth-himſelte both al ſuf- 
fhcient, mindfull, and willing,to prote& you,and 
with the ballance of his iuſtice, to tryc the light- 
neſle of ſome, that beforethey be duely peazed, 
ſceme ſubſtantial, and truſtie: Magn enim eft ve- 
ritas C7 preualet : Euen the aduerſaries of Gods 
truth, to the terrour of their owne conſciences: 
and the trucly afte&ed,to the comfort of their 
*Y hearts, 


To the Reader, 


hearts,conſider the effe& of grace,in your ma- 
teſties proceedinges , and that it is decreed by 
the higheſt Iudge,to vic your Maieſty,as his 1n- 
ſtrument, to cut off the aſpiringe heade,and to 
breake the greedy iawes of that fierce Holopher- 
nes of Rome : and to turne the ſwoordes of all 
his blouddy complices(bent againſte your Ma- 
ieſty,and al true Chriſtians )into their owne bo- 
wels, That the remembrance of them may periſh,with 
the ſound of therr own deſerued ſhame,and their name 
be wyped away for ever and ever: No true Chriſtian 
doubtethit . Manyearethe vnfeyned prayers 
(molt godly Queene) that not a fey true Chri- 
ſtians,your faithful and obedient ſubic&s,con- 
tinually make,for the preſeruation of your ma- 
ieſty,and confufion,or conucrſion of theſe wic- 
ked men : that as they haue theſe twentye and 
eightyeares.{o(were it to Gods glory, and your 
comfort , as many quadrebled ) they and their 
poſteritic,maye vnder your ſacred gouernc- 
ment, ſuck theſweer of the ſauing truth, 
without feare of recaptiuitic in 
Romiſh Babylon, 


Tour mareſties faithfull and trite. 
ly affeed poore ſubieft, 


Joun NorDax 
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IILILIENZSN 
To the Chriſtian Reader 


greeting. 


SiKnow(deare Chriſtian Reader)that the mul - 
[:1tude, chicfly in theſe daies,expeRteth novel» 
| iries, things pleaſing ficſhly fantaſies, & eſpe- 
br YN cially rare newes from beyonde the ſeas, mis 
[UV ERIV)raculous events, and ſtrange Stratagems, and 
wonders,from forrain countries, as alfo here at home: And 
yet we ſee the moſt ſtrange wonder,to continue(as a won- 
der)but(as the old prouerbe ſaith) for nine daics,nay with 
ſome nor nine howres. For who almoſt, hath not forgontE 


the generall earthquake, happening of ſo late yeares : nay, 


who did not within nine dates, throw theconſideratis ther: = 


of behind his back?Being ſo ſtrange a motion, as the moſt 
antient of our daies,haue not felt the hike: nor ſcarcely their 
forefathers. Athiog (though now fo cleave forgorten)yer 
of great moment, and weight,and of no ſmall regard with 
the godly,who take it.and accompr it(as indeed it was)a ve- 
ry Caucat vnto the obſtinare,to become more conforma+ 
ble in their duties ro God, leaſt that he that then ſo ſhook, 
and cauſed the earth ſo to tremble at his preſence, ſhewing 
bur as it were the fiercenes of his countenance towards it, 
ſhoulde come downe and viſite our iniquities with the 
#.. cnn his juſtice hath already prouided forthe in- 
abitants thereof. For although we ſo lightly (in filence) 
paſſe ouer ſo ponderous a preſagement of our puniſhment 
he that then / pr" the earth, in loue, to call vs vato him, 
can ſhake the inhabitants thereof, in peeces,and grind the 
rebellious to powder, euen with the breath of his mouth, 
For ſurely he that can ſhake the tree,cuen to the rootes,he 
can much more diſperſe the leaues, and conſume them to 
noughr. Secing I ſay(good reader)that our dulnes is ſuch, 
& our hearts ſo beſorted with theobliuion of avy regarde, 
of ſohigha matter, of ſo newea thing and ſo ſtraunge 
an cuent, | am yrterlye diſcomforted to preſent thee anye 
more newes,theo within nine dayes, I may aſſure me, ſhall 
* 4 periſh 
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To the Reader, 


The firan Periſhin the floud of forgerfulneſle . And on the other 
etneyyes fide, to write what hath beene already written, to preſent 
loone torgot ynto thee, what hath beene or is already extant, I know ig 
$a will be thought ſtale ſtufte, and (o a needles travaile. So 
that rare is the travaile in theſe dayes, that draweth not 
after it,fome miſlyke, of the aurhour be it new or old. 

Bur ſuch is my boldnelle,in the tcare of God,and pre- 
miſed obedience ro my dreade Soucraigne , that I haue 
aducntured to preſent vnto thee, ſuch things tor thy lear= 
pivg and comtoit, as haue beene in the dayes of our fa» 
thers of 01d done,to ſhcw the goodnelle of the Lordeto 
thoſe that truſted in him , and his vengeaunce and 1udge- 
mentes againite them, that were rebcilious againſte his 
truth,and that ſtood vpon their owne ſtrength and mul- 
titude againſt the fame : which(although 1. confeſle hath 
been aleady wyrten) yet to ſhew my lelte willing todo 
thee what good my pooretallent can extend vnto, | have 
endeuoured to petfourme this little trauaile: the ſumme 
wherof is but to encourage thee to frame thine afteRion 
to the'truth of Gods worde, and not to bee dilmaied at 
the threats of gods enimies,notwithſtanding they ſeeme 

1 vauanquiſhable,in reſpeCt of their multirudes, and boaſt 
of their aſlurgunce of the truth , in relpeR of their manie 
heades. Theſe are friuolous vauntes , whole fruites de- 
clare their profeſſion peſtilent , and their perlwaſions 
nothing els but to plucke men into the pit of wiltull re- 
bell:on, againſt God,and confpiracic agaivſt his annoin= 
The fruits an 3<d of the land. And that which I have here collefted,is 
argimzar 3 t nothing but the fruits of the tree of lite, the ſacred word 
the profcilis, of God, for thee to feed vpon,in theſe daungerous dayes: 
per{wading my ſel:e that it thou be a true chriſtian , thou 

walt more willingly accept it (though altogeather voyde 

VVhatthe Of cloquence)the that which the multitude couer,name» 
multitnde ly that, which may encreaſe ſubrilry of wit, & make men 
g194t delire. more wonderfull amonge men,in reſpect of the curious 
conceited rules,of talſhood and ielowſhip, of Sophiſtry 8& 

ſuch like, which as iris tar from the intent of my travaile, 

ſo I know thou wiltnot expe at,as a thing necellary to 

praine the way to the zrue chriſtian protefizon,or to moue 
; willitg 
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To.the Reader. 


willing zeale & zealous willingnes to perſeuere therein, 
g [ have rntitled it, A MIRROR FOR THEMYLTI- 
” Tvps, forthatas 1n a glaſfe all men may ſec and beholde 
the common courle of the moſt parte, alienate from the 
+ rruth of Chriſtian rel1gion; And the leflernumber to bee 
>the truce ſeruants of the ning God, For notwithſtanding 
the common cenſure of the worlde, doth raſhly attribute 
reateſt allurance, of hauing the truth, in reſpeR of many 
eads, and generall conſ:nts of countryes and kingdoms, 
and doc yecld greateſt ikelihood of (atty ynto the mighe 
of manye adherenres : Ir farcth not (o with Gods eter- 
nal truth, which hee reueyleth vnto babes and ſucklinges, 
and hideth 1t from the wile of the world, & who plucketh 
downe the mighrie and proude, and exalteth the humble 
and mecke « And therefore is it adeceite of Sathan to al- 
lure men ro conlent vnto the multitude, to be ſure of the 
truth, and to truſt in the mightie ſhowes of multitudes to 
be preſerued from the foyle. It is not the horſe that ſaucth 
a man in the batrayle, but the mightic hand of God. God 
15not tyde to the force of man , but the puyſaunce of the 
mighticſt multitude , vnder the power of the invincible 
God. And therefore a daungerous thing to followe the 
+ multitude, For many are called, but fewe are choſen,ma- 
ny arc inuited tothe heauenly ſweete banquet of the true 
knowledge , and exercife of the fincere religion of God, 
but fewe there bee that frame their willes, and powers to 
performe it in deede. And why? onely for that they finde 
the way thereunto, rough, burdenſome, and bodily dan- 
gerous, and therefore ſtart aſide like broken bowes, and 
retire like daſtardly ſouldiers, and attain not vnto the end 
of the race that leadeth vato life, bur take the broad, plea» 
ſantandeafic way,that trayneth vnto errors & feyned ho- 
lineſte,& conſequently vnto death. It is a painefull, hard, 
and tedious thing to fleſhe and bloud, ro forſake worldly 
vanities, and pleaſing thinges of the worlde , to followe 
Chriſt, for that in let there is no goodnelle, proneneſle 
or readinefle to do well, to denie and ſupprefſe our owne 
naturall att:&ions , and as it were to kill our owne ſelues 
1n true mortification, to the ende the more freely ro im- 
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Te the Reader, 


brace the croſſe of Chriſt, and to live to him in fingleneſſe "3 
5 


and pureneſle of heart, The Apoſtle ſayth for thy lake are 

Ro-8.36. yekilled all the daye long , agreeing with the wordes of 
Plat. 4. 23 the Prophet, who |:kewiſe ſayth, that for the loue and du- 
4%" tifull aft:tion the godly bare vato God, for his ſake, they 

ty a<Mlainecontually: namely ſuffer the wicked to rage 

bar - - agaioſt them , to rayle atthem , to perſecute them, and 
fake killed = -puniſh them: wherein , being led by the ſpirite of God in 
cantiauallye perfett holineſle, they rake it not onely patiently , but to 
their voſpeakeable c6fort, for that they are thought wor- 

' thy to ſuffer ſuch reproch, for the reſtimonie of their true 
CE and veric Chriſtian profeſsion , when they are carried as 
%* Chritians ſheepeto the laughter, for their faith in Chriſt, and nor as 
in their croſ- wicked doers, traytors,rebels,murtherers, & bloudthirſty 


ſes * men, for Bleſſed are they that ſuffer perſecution for righteouſ< , 


neſſe ſake, for theirs ts the kingdome of heauen. But if avy man 
Mat.5.10. (fer as amurtherer, or an cuill doer, or as a buſic bodice 
CD in other mens matters, he hath no portion with tbe. And 
regarde the yetſuch is the blindnes of our late conſpirators, that they 
cauſe of our are per{waded their rebellions, their treaſovs , murthers, 
lutferings. 2:4 all their bloudic prattiſes, nor onely lawfull, bur me- 
r1torious, only by the diſpenſation which they haue, from 
the vicegerent of Satan, who preſumeth to make the word 
of God in this behalte ( namely that no murtherer or wicked 
perſon ſhall enter into the kingdome of heauen)at none effec, 
and not only tollerateth murther & other the moſt intol- 
The milcon- [erablecuils, but warranteth the ators thereof, not only 


cert of euill pardon, bur great rewarde for murthering the moſt godly | 


d . 
Romich dif- ypon the earth, yea & whe for theſe wicked pretended pra- 


peaſations Ctiſes, they come by due proofe, & courſe of lawes, vnto 
cauſe of n2- ; he pallowes, as wicked doers , ſuch is the blaſphemous 


ny eulls boldaes of the man of Rome, that he bluſherth nor to ca- 
nonizethem Saints, when the ſcripture the very worde of 
The canoni} Eruth,condeneth, as very reprobare. Iudz killed notChriſt, 


zation of although he were the mean to encourage thelewes to lay 
Judas, handes vpon him, yer ſuch was the guilt of his conſcience, 
that after th: fact, he ranne deſperate & hung himſelf, here 
was the canonizing of 2 man as holy as theſe, that now c6- 
ſpire the death of her Maieſtic, her Counſaile , and Magi- 
ſtrates, 


0} 
5, 


ake are 
des of 
nd du- 
ce,they 
0 rage 
N, and 
God in 
burro 
t wore 
237 true 
ried as 
| not as 


thirſty 


hreowſe 


y man 
 bodie 
E. And 
at they 
rthers, 
ur Mee 
, from 
e word 
wicked 
effec, 
intol- 
t only 


godly | 


d pra- 
;, vnato 
*Mmous 
1 Ca- 
rde of 
:hriſt, 
to lay 
Ience, 
f here 
w £6» 
Aagi- 
rates, 


Jeneſſe 7 fates, the 
=X the glory © 


T's the Reader: 


ſpoyle of the lande , & the vtter eXterpation of 
FGod, & merites of his Chriſt, ſome of whom 


=* as welec in a guilty conſcience, baue canonized thelelues 


SB 


| after the maner of Iuda,& the moſt proudeſt of the (yea) 
hee that carrieth the moſt reſolute minde ( had they their 
defire, which God forbid)would runne with 7udas & Cayn 
deſperate.for ſo raſhly betraying the innocent bloud. 
And howſocuer theſe fooliſh and more then mad mini- 
ſters of the Romiſh confederacy , flatter themſelues, who | 
have vowed the ouerthrow of the true __ ofChniſt by The vain 
raking away the chicfeſt props thereof, ip hope (for theur _ of crays 
rewarde)ſome to fit at the right, ſome at the left hagde of © * 
Chrilt ia his kingdome, as the falſe father of all the faith» 
leſſe, the proude Pope, hath flatteriogly perſwaded the:let 
the aſſure thEſelues, that if the word of God be true, then 
ſhall nor ſuch as ſuffer for euill dooing , nor ſuch as haue 
their coaſciences ſeared with rhe hot iron of conſent vato 
ſuch like conſpiracies, enter into the kingdom of heauen, 
nor have their portion in the preſence of Chriſt, neither 
fir at his right or left hand, in bis kingdome: no,they ſhal 
' not haue the priveledge of enioying the light of his co» 
tznance,the bright beams of his glory (hal not extend to- 
wardcs them, to their comfort in the laſte day , but meere 
horror,anguiſh, torment, and the worme, which is the te- 
ſtimonie of their guilty c6ſciences,ſhalbe their portion to 
drink forcuermore, and the great deceyuer himſclfe wh6 
Sathan hath deceyued,ſhall hauc his hire with them in ve- 
ter darkenes , where ſhalbe weeping & gnaſhiog of tecth. 
And therfore(goodReader) take heed that the ſufferings 
of theſe me deceiue thee not, for marke the cauſe of their 
ſufferinges, whether it be for the teſtimony of a good c6- 
ſcience or nao , Thou haſt heard, that he thar ſuffereth for 
evill doing,as for murther 8& ſuch like, can challenge no 
 benefirofthepromile, made to ſuch as ſuffer for righte- 
ouſnellc ſake. Thou art not ignoraunt of their practiſes, 
thou art(no doubt)reſolued of their profeſſzon, to be ac- 
companied with treaſons, rebe]lions,tumults, c6ſpiracies, 
praiſes of farrain inuafions, for the overthrow of thee & 


all crue Chriſtians , for which, they ſuffer as they deſerve, 
: and 


revvard that 
ſeeke the 0- 


the godly. 


V Vee mufte 
take heed of 
the cauſes of 
ſufferings. 

The cauſes 
of the ſuffes 
rings ofthe 


vvicked, 


Their affure@ 


ucrthrowe of 


To the Reader, 


and the cloake of good intent, can not hide their heartey 
fraught with maniteſt deſire of the bloud of Chriſtians, 
from the throne of him, to whom the innocent handes of 
many Chriſtians are lifted yppe, for a teſtrmonic of their 


The zexle of {04+ profeſsion, and to ſhowe themſclues not onely 


the godly. 
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guyltleſlc of luch wickednefle , bur zealous of the refor= 
mation or confuſion of luch blodthirſtic men.L.ife vp thy 
handes with a c!eare conſcience therefore, with the trucly 
oodly, and craue the alsiſtaunce <f him that never faylerh 
the faithful, that he will continue the defence of our Soue» 
raigne, the ſtay and4 guyde of our Magiſtrates, the prote- 
&ion of our Jande, and a ſevere ludge of thoſe that fecke 
by theſe wicked deviſes to confounde him(t it were pol- 
ſible ) in his members , that for his ſake are k1}ledall the 
daylong. And if thou ſuffer, ſuffer as a Chriſtian, name. 
ly as a faithfull member of Chriſte, raking the narrowe 
waveto life, with ſuch as never defired other canonizati- 
on then the merires of their maſter 2nd heade Chriſt Ie 
ſus, whom whoſoeuer defireth to imitate, and be perta- 
ker of the 1oyes prouided for his very Saintes , muſt bee 
likewiſe pertaker of his crolle, forhis Cake in his life: for 
farre better it is by labour to obtaine re ſt, by tribulation 
to winne ioy, and by death to procure lite , then by reſt 
to come ro labour, by 1 10y tO purch ale tribulation, and by 
a pleaſaunt and loule life to procure death , and eternall 
deſtruction, for this 1s certaine ard nothing more certain, 

that what commeth laſt bee it life or death, it is eternall 
and for ever to endure. 

Shall therefore verſecution, and threates of blondie 
tyrantes, keepe vs backe or diſmaye vs from that profeſ- 
fion, which leadeth vs vnto life? or ſhall the daungerovs 
deuiſes of the miniſters of Sathan draw vs agayne into the 
palpable darkenefle that leadeth vnto death? God forbid, 

What ſhould chen moone vs to f:are the force of the 
manic and mightie fauourers of the ſtronge deceyuing 
whore of B2bzl{or2 Shall the infirmitie & weakenes of our 
flcſh and bloud, accompanied with ſo many ſharp bicker- 
inges of remprations , and ſuch vneaſineſſe of the narrowe 
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To the Reader, 


to withſtande the encounter of our manie enemies ? No 


| furely, for God by whome we liue, and in whom we truſt, God is oi 


p. © hath promiled to ſtande by vs, to helpe vs, and to ſende |. .00 


&% 
@- /F 


k "= 
< eB RT to > * 


” mitchic{e againſt his people,to take eff 1n their deviſes, 


X his ſpinite to ſtreogthzn vs, who being alwayes neere vnto ftrength,hee 


his, will ayde vs, being omnipotent will aſfiſt vs , and not vvilldetend 
ſuffer his vauntivg proude aduerlaries , that imagine ſuch Y* 
Alchough the Kinges of rhe carth, ſtande vp,and the Prin- ee os 
ces alſen:ble ihem{elues rogether againit the Lord,and a- CO on 
oainſt his annoynted : although they increaſe mightily to be feared 
that (ceke to violate the ſanQuarie of the Lord, and great itthey go a- 
multitudes rife vp againſt his word, vrterly to ſupplant it, IN 
and roote it out, let God deale with them according to Pſal. 3-1. 
his diuive wiſedome, and in theend we ſhall ſee rthole that 
nowe take theſe wicked counſailes, laying their heades to- 
gether , imagining howe and by what meanes they may 
baniſh the godly of from the carth,to melt away as wax at —_ 
the fire , (yea) they ſhall conſume in the imaginations of bad 754 
their owne heartes, and periſh in their owne wiliveſie, he 
hath ſpoken it, that for eucr hath and will confiime it: hee 
hath ſayde it, that will for evermore performe it. 

And tkerfore although Sathan bave ſounded his trum- 
pets, and beaten vp his drumbes of Alarum rounde about 
vs, to allure forraine invaſions, preparations ro c1uill ru- Sathan hath 
multes & vprores,prathifes of ſecrete conſpiracies, among, (gynded vp 
our ſclues, that the red dragon of Rome, may the more his trunpets 
freelygeeſtabliſh his kingdome of darkenefle : we ſee and of alarum ta 
to our vndoubted comfort we may note the diligent eye, _ _ 
and carefull diligence of our watchman Chriſt, who bath 6chaif of An 
brought ail their deuiſes to light, $o that we may ſay,bad tichriſt. 
not the Lorde garded her Mateſtie, defended our Nobles, Cbriit isa 
watched our Cuties, and proteed our whole Realme, ſhe — : 
had beene devoured, her Magiſtrates maflacred , our Ci- The deneſie 
ties ranlacked, and our Reaime and common quiet come of Gods proe 
to viter ruyne & ſubuerti6n,and the Lordes honour laide fefion. _. 
inthe duſt. Thus may we little lraell of Englande taye, ny 
It the Lorde had not beene on -our fide when men roſe vp Karon ” 
againſt vs, they had ſwallowed vs vp quicke, and yer is the we dclivered 
lnarc broken and we delivered, immortal! prayſes be m_ | 
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To the Reader, 


his bleſſed name therefore. 

The trumpet hath giuen our enemies (the enemies of 
gods truth) an vncertaine ſounde, they were readie to bat- 
taile, but(God be thanked)they are returned to their own 
ſhame. 

And notwithſtanding(as theſe late conſpirators haue c6- 
felled) rhe King of Spaine, hath vowed the confurnmation 
of halfe his kingdome, but he will winne little Englaode 
to ſubicCtion, vnto the yſurped authoritie of the whore of 
Babylon, who doubteth but he may ſpende all,& ſpoile his 
owne foule ( voleſſe he convert.) and yet he that hath hi- 
therro garded vs, is for ever ſure And as he fr6 high be- 
holdeth the litle,yea,the leaſt worm inthe earth,ſo Ss 
lefle he winketh nor at the vaine vauntes of this mightie 
kiog,& his wilful permittance, of his moſt wicked inqui- 
ſition, whereby many godly mebers of Chriſt are cruelly 
martyred, to fulfill the moſt damnable wil of that man of 
Rome, the red deyouring dragon. But before the blind Se 
bloudy expeRartis,of this raſh conceited king be fulfilled, 
no doubr but our gratiousSoueraigne ſhal(ar the pleaſure 
of our good God)liueto heare of his witimum vale, or cer. 
taine c6uerfion , 1n waſhing himlſelfe in the bloud of the 
lambe, the merites of Chriſt, from the pitch of the poy- 
ſon of Romiſh affeion, wherewith he is nowe fo defiled, 
that the ſauour thereof, hath infeted mavy, and marti- 
red not a fewe. 

How many have there bin martyred in Sp4ine, maſſacred 
in Fraunce, ſpoyled in Portingal,flaine in Flaunderi,endans 
gered in England,and many other countries & kingdomy, 
as in Naples, Itah, Florence, Ferrara, Mantua, Myllayne,Ger- 
many, Denmarke,and many other, where the poyſon of ty 
ra0ny hath beene ſprinckled abroade, to plcaſe the Popes 
high holines,to feede bis helliſh humour, & to fil his bel- 
ly with the bloud of the Saints of God, that io theſe places 
have like c6ſtant chriſtians, denied his vſurped, & more thE 
blaiphemous authoritie. Meruclous is the mirror of our 
time, & ſpecially the volume of Martyrs who haue ſuffered 
for the teſtimony of the truth of the Goſpell, wherin may 
be leene , that ig is no + ene ” 

| i 
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To the Reader, 


thirſt for the bloud of the goely,in every kingdom,coun- 
try,province, Citie and np nor only from the 
killing of godly Abell, ro the beheading of 7ohn Bapriſt, 
but during the raignes of all the tyrannous Emperors of 
Rome , and ſince continued by ſucceſſion all the time of 


* all the blouddy miniſters of the red Dragon, the Popes of 
Rome,who ſceke by all meanes to deuour the chuilde, the + 


Goſpel] of Chriſt, wherewith the true Catholique church 
trauaileth,as a woman to be delivered, namelie to have 1t 


Z ſpread through al the world, which the Pope,the man of The cauſe 


finne, the father of deceipt,and diſpeoſor of murther, ſce- WIYy the 


pope and his 


keth cuen now to ſtop and prevene, Jeaſt the general erue 4:11.24 now 
knowledge therof,ſhould ſo manifeſt his wickednes, blaſ- gnome, 


phemy, and rebellion againſt Chriſt, that the worlde (ee- 
ing his falſhood, ſhould fall from him and be ſaved. And 
that (good Reader) is the cauſe that he is now ſo buſie 8& 
ſecketh by all meancs he canto bring that to paſle, which 
God for his mercies ſake, neuer permit. But thus cuerye 


good Chriſtian muſt reſolue himſc]f,that during the time achiginn 
of our pilgrimage here in this life , theſe wicked miniſters reſolution. 


of bloudy Antichriſt, ſhall not ceaſe to perſecute him & by 
all means ſceke,ro ſuppreſle the true ſeruants& extioguiſh 
the true ſervice of the liuing god, for that therin ſtanderh 
the ſalvation of every faithfull in Chriſt. And therefore 
whatſoever ſtormes & tempeſtes ,tumultes,vprores, con- 


ſpiracies, rebellioos and ſuch like buffirs of Sathan, rum- y Ve mnafte 
ble about our cares, we may not ſtart backe fr6 ourpro- bewarreof 
felsion,we may not be faint hearted, to fall from our faith farting 


to feyned holineſſe, notwithſtanding threates of inuaſi- ”” 


ons, ſacking of our Citics,curting of ourthrots and mur- 
thering of our bodyes. For beholde although it ſhoulde 
pleaſe our heauenly father to giue vs ouer vato the hands 
of his and our enemies , and they to take their willes 
2painſt ys,they have power but only over our bodyes and 
not ouer our ſoules , which ſhall reſt in the boſome, 
namelye, in the ſafe cuſtodie of our Sauiourleſus Chriſt 
vnder the alter, indewed with the longe white Robee 
of innocencie waſhed in the bloude of the immacu- 
late Lambe. Whereas if wee { for feare of the lofſe of 
our 
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To the Reader, 


our goods , fauour of our fiiendes , or lives ) ioyne with 
theſe men , to be pertakers of their bloudie praiſes a« 

ainſt the godly: thea ſhall we be likewiſe ot the num+ 
bh of thole, agaiaſt whome they that nowe lie vnder the 
Alcer Chriſt, cryc for vengeaunce for the tyrannie done 
againſt the tuſt, that waded thorough che pikes of perſecu+ 
tions. Wee muſt therctore beware of giuing anye con- 
ſent ynto their praftiſes, and rather yecld our owne neckes 
ynto the yoke of their tyrannies, tha: when the number 
of Gods cleft is fulfilled, and the Lo:de appearing 1n glo+ 
rie, we alſo with him, may be pertaker of the lame glorie, 
when wee ſhall no more hunger nor thirſt, bur be in the 
continual! preſence of the throne of our Saujour Chriſte, 
and ferue in his temple day and n1phe , that he that firteth 
in the throne may diyell amongeſt vs , and wee with him, 
for cucrmore: fo that for the 10y of his preſence we ſhall 
no more mourne nor weepe, but all teares becing wyped 
from our faces, wee {hall continue 1a ſinging the 10ytuil 
ſong of prayle vato his name that ſizteth jn the throne, for 
his moſt loving proteCting vs in our corporal life, in ſuch 
conſtant perſeuerancein his truth, (among the bitter per- 
ſecutions of the wicked, that then ſhall haue therr porti- 
ons in ytter darkenefle, where ſh2l! be weeping and poa- 
ſhing of teeth) that in his merites are thought woorthy of 
that bleſſed life, whereunto be that will attaine, muſt wil- 
lingly accept of ſuch crofſe,as his maſter by his divine p ro- 
uidence thinketh mcete, and expedient to be layde vppon 
him, which(in what maner ſocuer it pleaſerh him to deake 
with vs)vouchſate thy zealous prayer, that all true Chriſte» 
ans may patiently f\ufter, 

And to conclude, why ſhou!de wee feare the force , the 
threates, and great bragges of theſe men , leeing we haue 
the Lorde himfelfc to be our King 2 Let the multitude of 
Pharaohs hoaſt and the mightic companie of Scracherybes 
Armye fret as they will, ]ct them chainpe and chate like 
wildes boares, yea although the whole carth flake and all 
the foundations thereof tremble & quake, as ot late 1t hath 
done, let vs not be diſmayde, but goe on, in loue to feare, 
aud in faith to loue him ghag hath proaulcd zo be with vs, 
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To the Reader, 
euen he that dwelleth in the Cherubyns:who hath ſuffici- 
ently declared his power in Son, wherunto all theſe proud 
boaſting , murtherous , and bloudthirſtie men (nill a 
will they)ſhal be for eucrmore lubicR, and ſhal nor paſſe "IE 
thoſe lymits, to touch her highacile, her crowne anddig- a, wood 
pitic.her Magiſtrats,and common weal, which be hath al- jc a the 
readie determined for our good : and therefore neede we limits of 
he lefſe to feare, what they can doe vato vs: but rather lex 8995 povver 
s truſt ypon the aſſured prateftion , of our mightie and 
moſt mercifull God, and magnific his ame, moſt terri» 
ble to his enemies : It is boly, they corrupt, all honor is 
ducynto it, and eternall plagues are due to them. Where- 
fore I ſay, we neede not to ſeeke avy ſuccour befides him, 
who ( nodoubt ) will ſharply puniſh all thoſe rebellious 
mulcitudes,of whom and by 4 wr meanes, we are vniuſt- 
Ty For it can not be ( good Reader )that he God vvil noe 
ould ſufter ſuch outrage,treaſons, conſpiracies,and wic- wars We 
kednes voaucnged , that is the author of equitie and 11+ bee mw _ 
ſtice it ſelfe, and hath preſcribed vato the poſteritic of 14 ged, 
cob, the very rule therof,which we muſt carefully imbrace 
Sand followe, not onely in outwarde ſhowe, but in the 10- 
arde ſoule. And ſeeing we ſee the goodnes of our God, Our dutiesto 
o farre extended to our continuall comfort: let vs prayſe ©94 
im,let vs io holinefle and righteouſneſle, fall downe be- 
ore his footeſtoole, and truely worſhip him, for he is 0n0- _ 
y holy: And as S, Pawlexhorteth, ler ſupplications, pray- 1-Tim.2.1, 
rs, interceſsions , and giuing of thankes for all our bre- 
bren, as well here at home, as in other Countries, luffe- 
Jig violence for the teſtimonie of their good conſcien- 
25 to God: And eſpecially let vs praye for our moſt gra- 
i0us Soucraigne, that God of his goodnes will preſerue 
hier, and prote@ her in lis power, from the bloudic ſword 
hich Gods aſſured enemies , haue whetted to rake away 
Wir moſt innocent life, ber Counſaile,and Magiſtrates be- The Rerne of 
Bog vnder her the ſterne of our peaceable gouernement: our common 
Wer vs duly regard in our prayers, for this is good and ac. VVale- 
eptable 1 the fight of God our Sauiour. And as the Lord 
onlecrated Moſes and Aaron of olde , and ſet Samwel alſo 
opgeſt them, to exerciſe the office of the Mediator o- 
* % the 
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" To the Reader. 


the people, and whyleſt they execated the ſame ſincerely, 
they were heard, and the Lorde ſpake vnto them out of 
the cloudy piller,preſcribing vato them the way and rites 
of his divine worſhip: So let eueric Moſes and Aaron, to- 
gether with Samnel, the pricſt and the Prophet, the king 
and the people, execute their dutics vnto the ſame God 
in true worſhippe, in ſupplications, praiers, interceſsions, 
and giving of rhankes one for another, as the carefull 
members of one body in our head Chriſt, in whom who 
ſo followeth the good example of Moſes and Aaron, ſhall 
aſſuredly be likewiſe duly heard , and m convenient time 
relecued: For the Lorde many times vouchſafing his eare 
ynto them, ſuftered himſclte oftentimes to be pacified, by 
their faithfull prayers. Seeing then that we haye a Medi- 
atour, cuen Chriſt Ieſus, to preſent our prayers vnto God, 
and to reconcile vs to God, let vs not beflack in our prai« 
ers, nor weake in our faith, bur conſtantly belceue that as 
he hath hetherunto proteRted vs , (o he wall continue our 
defence for eucrmore. bw” 


Thine in C hriftian good will, | 
I. Norden. 


Errata. 


Page 3 line 2.5.for Maximius read maximinus. p.10 1.18 f. 2 
whear wherte. p.13, 1.39.for periſhe preciſely. p.14, 4414 f-i t 
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religion 13 16/igion, p.15 4,14 f,weno. p.22.4,11.f,of ſuch with A 
ſuch. p.24.1.6.f.auere auene. p.24,19.f, they waie the wait. 
3 4-1 26 f poſitions potions, p.61.1.5.f. implication application. { 
p-86.1.28.f.conſens of conſent 10.p.58.1.7 f ſacrifices ſacrificer d 
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CHAP. 1. 


A Comfortable diſcourſe to perſenere tn the trueth, 
notwithſlanding perſecution , with a dehortation 
from toyning with the multitude im conſprracye 4+ 


ganſt the ſame, 


\LTHOVGH it is, by the 2.Tim4.7; 
71] Prouidence of Almightye NE 
11God , ourlotte to fall into 
theſe daungerous times , & 
2# (troubleſome dayes, fore- 
told ſo long agoe : wherein 
JM} we ſce, and heare the maine 

re thunderclapps of bitter perſecution, 
to rage and rattle in diuers corners of the earth: 
And eſpecially, wherethe glory of God is moſt 
ſought for, his trueth moſt imbraced, and the F*rfecution 
darkneſſe of errour moſte reie&ed. Letys bee of sharp where 
good comfort, let vs arme our ſclues with a fall — 
aſſurance of our happy eſtate in reſiſting crrors vved mote 
andthe pleaſing thinges of this world , with the _— 
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is not aboue hath allowcd none that arc his indeede, any far- i fir 
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; 
tl ence,whercin alſo let vs take hold of that aſſured | 
Wl trueth ,which God by Chriſt hath to our coforr, 
\\ ——_— by his in{trumet our moſt gratious Queene,as 
rumen vn- with his outltretched arme reached & reſtored | 
er wont, Moſt louingly vnto vs again, beeing taken away t 
F Filched vs bis by herfifter Quere ary, Let vs therfore like va- L 
'2 | | h_ liauntſouldicrs,ynder the bincr of a moſt vio- þ 
in rious and wile captaine , let vs march-on as we i 
E Ui haue begunne, nay ( if it be poſſible) more vali- i 
auntly, more willingly , and morecircumſpect- r 
ly,througlh the brunt of al contemptible things, C 

namclte, through the darckſome night of igno- 
rance.ynto the day-light of the ſincere truth,not W t 
fearing the force of thepikes of whatſocuer per- WM d 
ſecntion threatned , whatſocuer pollicy or pra- M a 
Euſepretended . Tt 
Andforour defence lette vs take holde of i it 
1 the ſweete promiſes and promiſed {wetneſle Wt A 
111 of our hcade and aſſured reſte Chriſte Icſus, WM e 
WV: who is our guide and captaine,vnder whoſe en- WM r] 
| ; NG: ſigne we muſt fight, without feare of bodilic af- 0 
t #1 follow Ciri fiction, for we muſt followe him in patientac- WF no 
jt hi ccepr"s ceptance of his croſle for the truths ſake , as hee = w 
1. himſelte hath trayned the way . He is the louing i w 
+ husband of his obedicnt ſpouſe the Churche, Mir 
» 0 wherof whoſocuer accompteth himſelf a mem- Fo! 
1 ber muſtthinke himſelfhappy, if he be thought Myr 
© 1] Thefernnte WOrthy to ſufferlike affliction with him. For hee Ter 
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& muſte arme himſelfe againſt the aſſaultes of this 
& wonted and Archenerny of the church of Chriſt ;7c,..,my 
= whoin the beginning, ſecing our firſt parentes ofthe church 

Zn a bleſſed eſtate, & 1na ſincere & godly courſe 
Fok life, hee neuer lefte by pernicious praciſes 
2 yvnrtill hee had pluckt the from their obcdi- 
& ence to theirmaker , into wilfull rebellion and 
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naturall body ,then he himſelf was forced to a” 
bid inthe pilgrimage of this life . And for tha® 
he would not have his little flock diſcouraged, 
when the ſtormy blaſtes cf perſecution ſhould 
beat againſt the walls of their weake nature : as 
though ſome ſtraunge thing did happen, hee ,,. .,;.,.... 
gaue them forewarning, and(as it wcre)a Cauc- of God muſt 
at, that they ſhould not looke for a pleaſant life 191coon, 
inthis world, for euery onethat will line godhie lite in this 
in Chriſt Ieſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution: And by - 
many tribulations they muſt cnter into the king ** 193-25 
dome of heauen. 

It isceuident,that the truth in Chriſt, namely 


& the tructh which hee taught, is the way thatlea- 
} deth vnto the kingdome of heauen, which truth 


alſo neuer paſſeth without ſome buftets of Sa- Tycy thatyry 
than and his miniſters. And why ? onlie becauſe fee we 


truth arc 


& itis the ouerthrow of his kingdome of darknes. buttered of 


And therefore whatſocucr he bee that ſeeketh & 3% 
endeuoreth to ſet forththe glory of God, and 
the miſteries of his Chriſt, whether bypreaching 
or by whatſoecuer other chriſtianlike exerciſe, 


Sathan the 


ot Chitlt, 


finne, and conſequentlye vnto deathe. And 
hath not ſince inanye age, ceaſcd to ſeckethe 
A 3  meanes 


A A MIRROR FOR 


| meanes to preuent the paſſage ofthe truth, and 
| Sathanfee- 1g hinder as much as in him lyecth the ſaluation 


—7 


| Hp Y of all men. He rayſed vp wicked Canto laye vio- | 
vation 9t3. Jent handes vppon godly Abell, and to ſhed his MF , 
innocent bloud, onely becauſe he ſaw that Abel Fl 1 

began to ſerue God aright. p 

When 79/4 the high preiſt prayed ynto the Ml « 

: Lorde for the proſperity ot the Church, sathan i « 

| ART: 3-1 ſtoode at hiselboweto reſiſt him : and of aſure- | 
at cvectboyy ty, 10 endeuoreth to reſiſt euery aftion, cucry BW 1 

{ vrhenhe Enterpriſeand motion, tending to the ſetting MW 
; prayes. forthofthegloryeof God, and the ſaluation of i { 
' our ſoules, | R 
| Sat perfeca Herayſed vp wicked Salto perſecute godlye I « 
= cd Dauid, naud, Herod to ſeeke the death of Chriſt , and t 
| his many miniſters, euen mighty multituds , to Ml a 
perſecute his Apoſtles. We may read how he in- i a 

cited yngodly Te/abell to ſecke the death of Zl:ah: it b 

and to conclude, hath neuer omitted tyme and Wl 
# Telabell.  meanes to perſecute as many as haue profeſſed IM ri 
the truth, ſuch is his malice towards the church i ec 

of God, And for that the church of Chriſt 15 ſo W n 

ſubic& to the ſtormy tempeſts of Sathans perſe- i t] 
Ge. cutions, and cuery godly a&ion ſoencountred WE n 


The churche and kept back with the bluſterous blaſts of his If tl 
In ,, buffers: It is rightly reſembled vnto a ſhip, that IQ & 


| x 5hiptoſſed 1S beaten, battered, and continually ſubie&teto IF tt 
4 veonrmhelei. the rough and boylirg wanes of the raging Sea. W p 


But herein is our comfort, that when the grea- Wt fa 
teſt tempeſtes and ſtormes doe ariſe, when wee MW w 
ſceme to bein moſt perill,and likely to be ouer- W m 


whelmed 


h, and 
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, and 
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whelmed with the belowes & fomy flaſhings of 
affliction, and when we think that our heauenly 
father is a ſleepeand regardeth not our troubles 
our daungers, or preſent and imminent perills, 
he ſuddenly ariſeth and rebuketh the windes, 
and chaungeth theſtormes into calme weather, 
our deſpaire of helpe , into a manifeſt token of 
our certaine ſafetic. And as in reſpe& of the tros 
bles incident vnto the profeſſors of the tructh, 
their eſtate is reſembled vnto a ſhip toſled inthe 
ſea : Euen ſolet vs further confider, that as the 
ſhip that is grecuoully toſled , and the mariners 


and paſſengers, that thereby are moſt perilouſly 


s, to | 
he in- | 


Eliah: ® 


e and 
feſled 
hurch 
t 1s {o 


perſe- 


ntred 
of his 
,, that 


eto | 


g SEA, 
grea- 
n wee 
OUuCcr- 
2lmed 


endaungered, haue then the greateſt care, and 
take circumſpeRelt heede , that they runne not 
againſt the rocks,nor be driuen into any gulph: 
and if they ſafely ariue vnto their expected har- 
bour, their ioy is then the more great & glade- 
ſome, by howe much they were in deſperate pe- 
rill .Euen ſo the poore ſoules that are moſt cru- 
elly handled, and the bark of their fraile fleſhe 
moſt ſharply toſſed and driuen to and fro with 
the force of bitter perſecution , for the teſtimo- 
ny of the truth: their care and diligence to keep 
the cuen and dire& courſe, isthe moſt regarded 
& they carry then an eye ynro their courſe, leaſt 
the wind of theſe troubles ſhoulde driue them y- 
pon the rockes of error. And when they ſhall 
ſafely, name? truely & conſtantly ariue at their 
wiſhed harbour, namely of the paſſage from this 
mortall life, ynto the immortal hauen, whether 

A3 it be 
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it be by Martirdome or by any other kind of de- 
termination of their courſe, their ioyes ſhall bee 
ſo much the greater, by how much their afth&i- 
ons and perſecutions haue bene for the teſtimo 
ny of their godly profeſsions with conſtancy & 
due pacience tollerated & accepted : for bleſſed 
" are they that ſuffer perſecution for righteouſnes 
| Mat.g.10. ſake, for theirs isthe kingdome of heauen. This 
| The hope or FRE 15 Our ſufficient warrant, patiently to accept 
the kingdom Of 53thans buffets, knowing that the grace of 


"'Þ Oct s 5 God ſhal hold vs vp, and preſerue vs from con- | 

Wn per: paſc- fufion, And theretore although through perſe- | 

*_ cution andcrofles, wee be thought contempti- 7 | 

ble in this world, and through the ſlaunders & I * 

reproches of the wicked,we be thoughtand ac- 8 * 

compted abie&s in the worlde , let vs perſwade | | 

our {clues that all the perſecutions, affliftions, | 

troubles, cares,calamities, ſcornings, ſcoffings, WR * 

ſcurgings, and croſſes which wee can beare in Wt * 

this life, are not worthy of the ioy of the life to K 

come. Yct-may wefully reſolue our ſclues, that | 

as a ſparrowelightcth not on the ground with- WM *© 

out the prouidence of God : no more doeth the FF * 

leaſt of theſe affliions light yppon vs without 8 { 

our heauenly fathers will tor our ſaluation, And : 

therefore wee may not think it ſtraunge, when MW © 

| | this firy tryall of perſecution commeth, buvra- WM * 

ly ſuffer shall ther to reloice,inſomuch as we be thereby made ( 
LT vrim carla pertakers of Chriſt our dear maiſters ſufferings: t 
"5 faglory. For when his glory ſhall appeare, wee with him R 


fall appeare in glory. 
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But | 


# ſpcciall regard vnto his flocke, will not ſufterthe 
| to be ſo hunted and vexed by the tiranny of ra- 


pcrſe.. ſhepheard vntohis locke, Euen ſo naturall rea- 


| wincketh at the wicked when with open mouths 


F ſay: I doallowe that my children ſhall taſte © 
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But why ſhoulde God permit his children to queſtion, * 
be ſo hardly dealt withall by the wicked > Why 
doth Chrilt ſufferhis ſheepe thus guiltleſle to be 
Naine: and his ſpouſe(the church)to beſo perſe- 
cuted &affliced ? for that ſhepheard that hath 


uening wolues. Neither will that father thatlo- 
ueth his children ſce them abuſed, and ill dealr 
withall by any, but will with ſpeed ſhow himſelf 
a carcfull father, and the ſhepheard a watchfull 


ſon would ſeeme to controll Chriſt, in that hee 


they run vpon the godly as though they woulde 

{wallow them, and deuoure them vp quick: but 

ſhould rather preſently take their cauſe in hand, 

and revenge himſelf of ſuch as defile his ſan&ua- 

ry. But Chriſt to reſolue our weaknefſle, and to b duboon 

confirmeafarther hope in vs touching his good fandethin | 

pleaſure herein, ſaith, that it muſte bee ſo yntill gs 

the number of the faithfull bee fulfilled, thatthe 

wicked (hall perſecute the godly , as who ſhould | 
c [o.16.2.3 

the whippesof the vngodly, and by them to bee 

caſt out of theirSinagoguc,tobeexcomunicated 

and putto death, and why ? For my names ſake 

(ſaith hee.) And in that they thus afflitethem, 

they ſhal think they dogod good ſeruice,namly 

in that they knowe neither God the Father,nei- 

ther Chriſt: whereby we ſce, that none that tru- 
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lie know God, or ſeeke his glory , will mone as 

much as their hands , or tongues againſt any of 

| his ſeruaunts : much lefle againſt his annointed 
They tht againſt lawfully eſtabliſhed kings, princes, and 
Chriſt perſe- Magiſtrates, which couet to maintaine the ſet- 
bas 5m ting foorth of his truth, and exalting his name. 
Then to conclude : what may wee holde them 

that ſccke the murthering of Chriſts annointed, 

namely our Queene and gouerneſle, and{uche 

like defenders of his true religion. May wee not 

ſay they be ſuch as know not'God, ſuch as ſeeke 

\ nothing but how to crucife Chriſt in his mem- 
18 Pan.3-1: bers? NabuchadneFar,not knowing God, neither 
| being acquainted with his trueth , did cuen the 
like in perſecuting the three children . So did 
thoſe thatcried out crucity Chriſt,crucity Chriſt 
and ſuch as longed for the bloud of his Apo- | 
ſtles : and finally all ſuch as haue of late dayes | 
martyred, or cauſed ſo many godly ones to bee 
burned,and otherwiſe done to death, for the te- 
: ſtimony of their maiſter Chriſt : as in the tyme IF 2 
F Tenorance of Queene Mary in England, now in France, & el 


8 of the rrueth . 
'@ wotncrot Spaine, and in other countreyes where the truth Kt k 
$1 Periecunion gf Gods word,is turned intomens owne inuen- WF v 
"# Tiramous tions, Drcleſian, Maximmiuan, Maximm, Maxen+ tl 
WS gnocrors #15, & ſuchliketirannous Emperors,not know, W 
"Wag God, ing God, perſecuted the children of God, whoſc WW 
| endes were miſcrable. ki 
What thing can there bee more lamentable, er 
then the want ofthe knowledge of G OD and : 
ch 


Chriſt?wherceby men flye ynto all kinde of euill 
deuiles 
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Jeuiſes, without remorce of conſcience , euen 
as blinde horſes runne into the dyke of their 
owne deſtruction,contempning the trueth, and 
imbracing falſchood, making warre with chriſt 


c ſet= Wand chriſtians, putting their confidence in Pha- 
ame. Fo {trength and multitudes, the broken reede 
them {of Egiprt , whereby they endeuorto pul downe 
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Buch asG OD hath exalte1, and to exalt thoſe 
whome Gods worde pulleth downe, to root vp 
that which God hath planted, and ro plant that 
which the trueth of God rooteth vp : to con- 
= demne thoſe whome God vouchſateth toſaue, .,. ...:... 
F and to ſaue thoſe that the iudgement of God abfurduics, 
> condemneth . This wee daily {ce commeth to 
{ paſle through want of knowledge of the worde 
of God, which yet the moſt parte perceiue not, 
29 the multitude conſider not, neither do they de- 
fire toknowe it. But the time will come, when 
their owne conſciences, wherein they are nowe 
nothing touched, ſhalbeas a thouſand witneſſes 
again{tthem , yea as a booke laide open before 
them , wherein they (hall ſce, that they haue ta- The concci- 
ken fooliſh enterpriſes in hande for want of the "<< 


bookse laide 


& wildome of God : and ſhall then acknowledge open. 
thatthey whome they accounted heretickes, & 
whome they accounted vile and contemprtible, 
whome they perſecuted and put to death for ac- * 
knowledging that which they accounted*falſe8&: 
erroneous , were the true ſcruaunts of the high 
God: the ſheepe of the heauenly ſhepheard : the 
church immaculate of the true God , andthe 0- 
bedicnt 
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bedient ſpouſe of their beloued Chriſt: And the 
ſelues to beledd and wilfullyecaried awaye with 
the vaine traditions of mortall men , when they 
ſhall ſing, Wocand well away all too late. The 
1udgement of the Lord lyeth heauy vpon them, 
the truth inuiolable, hath already condempned 
them,and their wicked dceuiſes, their traiterous 
The praiſes PraGiiſes, and miſcheeuous enterpriſes, are ſut- 
ofche papti9s ficient teſtimonies and tokens of their vtter co- 
ftimony of demnation. Do not theſe their manifeſt and 0+ 
their coutt- pen practiſes manifeſt ynto vs men, the corrup-| 
tion of their conſciences to God? And that they 
are the miniſters of Sathan , ſent to buffit not M 
onely Paule, & ſuch as preach & teach the word 
of God truly : but euen the general company of 
the church , & eſpecially the head thereof heere 
in England, our moſte gratious and godlye | 
Queene,yea they ceaſe not to wheattheir ſwords 
toſharpen their weapons, to deuoure all the 
godly vpo carth. But bchold itis Chriſt himſelf 
who they perſccut,it is he whom they reſiſt, iris 
he whom theydeſpiſe,it is he againſt whom they 
riſc and aſſemble themſcluss together, anditis v 
he whom they ſecke to crucify againc in his m&- 
bers . But they wil ſay , no, they perſecute not 
Chrilt, they ſccke not to crucify him againe: but 
they ſceke the bloud of ſuch as agree not to their 
inuentions ; they thinke that they themſelues 
(knowing not God) doe not ſtretch forth their 
handes tothe (poile of the ſain&s,and that their 
tiranny reacheth not ynto Chriſt , But alaſle, 
they 
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ind the Bi they are farre deceiued : Pale thoughtthe like ,,,, nas 
ye with WI before his conuerſion, who perſecuted with cavlonbes 
en they might and maine, the Chriſtian congregations, RE oY 
te. The WF when he ( beingvoide of the true knowledge of 
1them, God)with much crueltythirſted after the bloud 
impned BW of many innocents, as he traueledrowards Da- , . 
itcrous WM maſcus, with authority from the highpreiſt (as 
are ſut- WM theſe men now pretend to haue fromthe highe 
ter CO- Byſhop)to perſecute the chriſtians , the mighty 
and 0- power of God ſtrake him to theearthe, andthe 
orrup- WF Lord ſpake vnto him ſaying, Saul,Saul,why per- 

at they F ſecuteſt thou mee? he ſaid not, why perſecuteſt 

hit not FF thou my Sain&s? why ſeekeſt thou thus to vexe 


+9 +4. 


: 


eword BY mortallmen, but plainly ſaid : why perſecuteſt Pauls con» 
any of thou mee? which proueth , that although chriſt ITT 

f heere be in heauen,who 15 the head, his church which 

-odlye 2 archis members here militant in carth, 1s moſte 

words deare vnto him , aad hee that toucheth them, 

ll the toucheth him, yea they are as tender ypto him, 

imſclf as the apple of his eye. Yea ſuch a enioNis there 

[t, iris betwene him and his children the ſain&s,name- 

a they ly the godly in earth,that he with a general term 

ditis W nameththem himſelfe, and maketh no excepti- Chrit and 
S m&- on betweene them and himſelfe . Wherefore it M\5<nreh 
c not i5 a perillous thing to attempt or enterpriſe the 

e: but leaſt motion of euill that may bee done againſt 

their the leaſt of them; much more to be auoyded to 

clues practiſe theſe inhumane, and brutiſh, yea more 

their then heatheniſh attempts againſt the chief me- 

their bers thereof, as of late hath bene attempted. 

aſle, Bewarre, bewarre therfore al ye that haue bene 


dcti- 


they 
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| cry out and make it knowne by an earneſt con- 
Wy 2 8909 alue fellion, and (ay we haue ſinned, we haue ſinned 
ence guiltic in ſecking to betray the innocent bloud. 
- mm Secing now (deare chnſtian brethren ) that it 
hath pleaſed our gracious God in his ſonne: to 
youchſafe vs ſo comfortable and happy a lotte 
as ro be accepted as his deare children: And for 
the further confirmation of our hope in his 
bloud, the price of our redemption, to make ys 
perrakers of his croſſes: Let ys aſſure our (clues, 
that theſe daungerous attemptes of the wicked 
are ſtirred vp by the meanes of Sathan , permir- 
ted by God for our good. Namely leſt that wee 
lumbering in a ſecure eſtate,accompanied with 
no daungers, ſhoulde fall into torgetfulneſſe of 
our duties to him , who hath not onely reueiled 
to vs his truth, but atforded vs long tranquillity 
and the benefit of a peaceable time, to enioye & 
exerciſe the ſame . For there is no mortall man, 
can ſo ducly addreſſe himſclfe tothe diſcharge 


TA ſinguler 
benctit of 
z0d, 


By Scorrity dan of his duty to Godzto way the goodnelle of god: 


Fo” the performance of his promiſes and hope of 


his proteCtion,ſo effeftually, ſo duly,thankfully 
and carefully in the time of the tranquillity of 
bodye, and quiet eſtate of all thinges, as in the 
time of affliction in the time of perills & daun- 
gers,yea when Sathan beginneth toraiſc his for- 
ces, and buffets againſt vs. As appeareth by P 

tecling this combate of Sathan , ſtriuing & lay- 
ing liege 


defiled with this pitch , waſh your ſelues agayne 
in the blood of the Lambe and bee clenſed, and 
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ing ſiege and battery vnto his ſoule, then repai- 
red and betoke himſelfe vnder the banner ofhis 


reliſt him whois alwayes readye, if we rightlye 
ſeeke him, and ſincerely ſerue him. And forthe 
increaſe of our comfort and conſtant pacience 
in the bitter aſſaultes of Sathan incident ynto 
our profeſſion, and that we ſhoulde not yeelde 
nor be diſcomforted or diſmayed, he willeth vs 
by the anſwere which hee gaue vnto Paule,when 
he prayed that the buffets of ſathan might bee 
taken from him, and ceaſe in him : toafſure vs 


Vs. 
This no doubt was written for our learning, 
for our comfort, & although ſpoken to Paule to 
aſſure him, ſo to vs and forvys, to aſſure vs of 
Gods defence and prote&Rion in al our troubles 
if in like ſorte wee holde our (clues, by the ſame 
grace that alwayes oftereth itſelfe ynto vs,whe- 
ſocuer wee bee perſecuted, whenſocuer wee 
bee blamed of the worlde , or whenſocuer Sa- 
than by any meanes ſeeketh to buffet vs or diſ- 
courage vs, for the teſtimony of an ypright and 
ſound conſcience, 

For what is the cauſe , that they which line 
podly, they which profeſſe the truth ofgod bold 
ly, they which take Gods true religion 1n hande 
effectually, and ſeeke to maintaine the ſame pe- 
riſh tomanifeſt it openly,to ſowe and diſperſe it 
generally,and to acknowledge Chriſt conſtant- 


ly. 


Paule repals 
red to God, 


vyhen $2 


captaine Chriſt, and prayed his aide and help to —_— 
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lye,are miſliked of themultitude, condempned, 
{claundered, reproued, rayled at, reuiled, im- 

priſoned, hated, afflited perſecuted and cruelly 
Truin God martyred ? Is it not beecauſe they truſte 
that the and beelecue in the liuing GOD? bee» 
ni -mnigg cauſe they repoſe their cheeteſte and ſole con- 
fidence inthe mighty God of hoaſtes ? and doe 

diſclaime the manners, the conuerſation , the 
profeſſion, and vaine deuiſes of the multitude , 

who collour their aGtions , and paint their pra- 

Riſes, with counterfait holineſle , giuing all the 

cauſes of their conſpiracies , of their tirannous 

*Þ Confpiracye treaſons, treacheries and bloud(heds, the gloſe 
W224 ©realons OF theloue in religion: when indeede the word 


hau Cc alvvais - 
the glooſe of God, reproucth, forbiddeth, condemneth & 


or good tet uniſheth theſe wicked praiſes and praRilers: 


altogether diſallowing the courſes of their coit- 
ſells, the prooceedings of their praRiies,and the 
dealing of their deuiſes, wherby they(as we ſee) 
according to the ancient enterprice of Sathan, 
ſeeke to bring all the fauorers, followers and 
ſupporters of Chriſts goſpell, the members of 
Chriſts church, his whole flocke , and eſpecially 
the chiefe proppes thereof heere on carth to vt- 
ter confuſion, 

But( deare Chriſtians ) ſeeing the worde of 
God,ſfo much difaloweth,and God ſo much diſ- 


: *@ Goa deten- liketh, and condemneth the pradtiſes and polli- 


|eththe deſire cjes of this peruerſe and peeuiſh people, whoſe 


innocent 


"Ho Coder defire and onely ſeeking is for the ſhedding of 


[ploud. innocent bloud, ler vs ytter)y refraine our affe- 
&ions 
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Aions from all familiarity of their faion;, yea 
and letys carefully bewarre of indifferency , as 
though we cared not which ſide did preuaile.It 
isa daungerous thing to bce neither hote nor 


ſaith Chriſt , Zzomam eos ex ore meo, I will ſpewe 


of our good and victorious captaine Chriſt Ie- 

ſus: I carneſtly exhort you, that we may al arme 

our ſclues, with a conſtant dcſire, and ardent 

zeale, to maintaine the truth, and not to winke 

at thoſe that ynder collour of Catholickes deſire 
a chaunge . 


not onelye our gooces , landes liberties, and li- 


them great preferments, highe places, and ho- 


begger, and bale ſeruilian, ( fearing the Lord & 
proteſsing his name ) be, then the high & migh- 
ty Monarch, denying the ſame and reuolting 
from his truth:for there is no reſpe& ot perſons 
with him, but he that feareth him and walketh 
in his wayes 1s accepted with him. And he verily 
denyeth him thatreſteth indifferent , that can 
faile with cuery winde. Let vs therefore bewarre 
of inconſtancy , and take hcede that for feare of 
loſe of goods, lands, liberties,or our liues, wee 
runne not with the multitude, nor ioyne our 
forces to the greateſt part or likelieſt companye 
of forreine powers, ha take part with our do- 

meſtical 


colde, to be effeuallin neither ſide , for of ſuch Indifferencie 


them out of my mouth. Therefore in the name Perillous. 


Vee although wee were aſſured to enioye A godly ad- 
ues; bur to haue for our reward of ioyning with vn'o the de. 


nours and dignities: For betrer (hall rhe poore lickes. 
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| Ayveike 's: Melticall traytors , forſurely it is moſt daunge-Wh 
yvicked reſo rous, And thereſolution to runne with greateſt 17 
| lution, Fr 


number is both weake and wicked , grounded 
yponynbeeleefe: a foundation laide yppon the 
ſan des, ſlippery and deceitfull , and ot no afſu-F 
rance, whatſoeuer perſwaſions , reaſons, orar-® 1 
gumentes they alledge toinducevs, or wharſoe- | 6 
uer praGtiſes they put in vre, to moue,or incou-M 
rage vs, to ſetour helping handes to their de-% 
uiſes. For we haue had ſufficient tryall of their 
ORSON tirannyes, many proofs of their pernicious pra- i t 
| acrtor de Ctiſes, and do plainly ſee, that they deceiue mot 
oy cit. when they flatter faireſt , They haue diſpenſati-F* © 
'S ons to diflemble whart dealing is there then with ©y 11 
them? who will play with him that can cog?who 3 1 
will truſt them that may lie by authority 2 who MF w 
— will confederate themſelues with ſuch as haue i | Ic 
| Counteraite ro faith, but like the Camelion,can turne them 3 © 
| lke yneo <a, ſelues intoall colours, and by diſpenſation, per- We fl 
moo fwadethemſelues free to breake whar promiſle, Wt © 
vowe, contra or loyall obedience ſocuer. 
Oh deteſtable, diucliſh,damnable, drunken 
& drouſie doltes, that winke in the day light , & 
| Tre 31a, Mare inthe darke night, that ſtraine out a gnatte WP 
| nefle ofthe And {wallowea camell, that followe ſathan and 
| Papits.  forſake Chriſt, that perſecute truth and preach # 
lies, that by wicked and ſiniſter meanes ſeeketo 7 
placke downe the godly & moſt religious prin- 
ces, to ſer vp Antichriſtian authority,crying out 
and ſaying, crucifie Chriſt, crucifie Chriſt, and 
deliuer vs Barrabes, hang Paule, and ſauc Jode. 
And yet 
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ung And yerthey are in the catholike way , they are 

reatet MW in the way of life, theyarethe church,the church 

unded WE the church, Alas if theſe men be the church,who 

»n the is their chaplaine, ſurely. not Chriſt, hee nener 

o aſſu-MY raught mEro murther any, much lefle the'mno- 

or ar. cent, he neuer commanded to rebell, much lefle 

atſoe-## to kill their ſoueraignes. Butlo, their fruits de- 

ncou-iX clare of what they came; hethat taught Symon a Catholickes 

ir de- 2 Monke of Swynſted Abbey in Lincolnſheere, to $020yne 
* their M7 poyſon king lon, and abſolucd him before the A prefidene 

s pra- fact, teacheth theſe preſenttreacheries. ent canta 
> moſt | Burſezing their fruits bewray theſubſtance ©. | 
nſati-F* of their profeſſion, Let vs paſle ouer their hor- 

1 with £5 rible deuiſes and diucliſhpradtiſes with more (i- 

-2who 374 lence, fortheripping vp of all their wickednes, 

' who 2X would make the godly to vomit throughe the 

; haue 2 lothſomneſle thereof . Wherefore letvs craue 

them 27} of Godtheir conuerſion,, or vtter confuſion, 8& 

,,per- WJ the extirpation of them (if itwere poſsible)out 

miſſe, WW of the lande , they are worſe then thefrogges of 

; E&gipte : yea what can bee:more perillous, then 

nken $ their pollicies and practiſes? But they aremen, 

ht , & i and therefore haue we ſomuch the leſſe cauſe to 

natte WF fear their forces,for God'is on our fide,though 

1 and X the multitud be of theirs. Let vs not feare ther- Cod is onour 
reach 3 fore the braggs of corruptiblefleſhe, althoughe 11<coeriaes 
keto If they hauc already caſtlots vpon our garmetits. to fears man 
prin- & poſleſſions and goods, and although they (aye, 

z out WY comelet vs deuourethemvp quick, let ysſetv- 

and {& ponthem, and deſtroy them: let vs ouerthrowe 

udu. Wy *hem thatthey riſe notagaine : theſeare vayne 

dyect B wordes, 
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Theprociies and hallreturneas prickes in their owne eyes: 


kedcurnceo and as their owne ſwords into their owne bow- 
on,” els: For God who istrue,(and theſe men lyers) 
hath ſpoken it, and he wil performe it. Where- 
fore let vs ina ſtedfaite hope , holde faite by the 
promiſes of our good God, who hath made vs, 


The provi- Our enemies ſhall not preuaile : but willmake 
dence 01 £91 them to ſtumbleand fall, and will withioy rid 


and our ene- ys QUt Of their handes: he wil not {uffer the cru- 
miles, 6 
elty of qurenemies further to touch vs, then 


2 2a wo. 
A. 
— > OI 


”” 


their confution and our ſaluation. 


— 


_ 
A 4 


weake, letvs not carry daſtardlike minds , or be 
faint hearted, as for fearc of theſe ſhadowes of c- 
uils;tofalfrom the truth. Let not the multitude 


acael? GY 9. ra ears 


= ——r—___ 


A fevy yood 
Chriſttans: 
shall be tro. 
ger then ma- 
ny counter” 
fait catholiks 


teyned Chriltians, then the multitudes of their 
counterfait catholikes. 


mw 


oa 


The goancſe 
of God tovv. , - 
ao_onry god* yerſaries, and howe hee draue backe their ene- 

b 4 cri, 


wordes, theſe are of the yaunts of vaineglorie, 


and aflured vs of his helpe, with promiſethat 1 


ſhall make to his owne glory, to our comtorte, Þ 


Wherefore I ſay let vs not accompt our ſclus | 


of the profefſed encmiecs draw vs into the gulph Þ! 
of their wilfull rebelhon, For afſuredly god will | 
make ys more ſtrong in our fewe true and vn- 3 


Hee hath renealed his trueth vnto vs moſte | 
plainlye: wherein as in a glaiſe wee may be- i 
holde their falſchood, and conſider and fe what 
his mighty hand hath done for our f2ithfullfa- Z 
thers of olde, how he deliuercd them from their © 
enemies, from the huge multitudes of their ad- E 


mies,,& diſcomfited the. And now cuen intheſc Þ 
dayes | 


lorie, 
; eyes: i 
> bow- 
lyers) 
ſhere- 
by the 


ide vs, 


[make 
oy rid 
xe cru» 
, then 
forte, 


"Ab 5 | 
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r {clus 
, or be 
$ of C- 
titude 
gulph | 
>d will * 
nd vn- © 
their 3 


a>, <a edn, oO OY 


moſte 


ay be- F contir-12nce of our quiet and peace,and the'due 
e what IW& courſe vf gouernement in our lande, hath-made »<menc, 
euen the Turketo ſaye thee thinges doe almoſt 

n their F moouometo becomea chriltian. Yet as the mul- 

ir ad- I titude ceaſed not to hunt after the lyfe of inno- V Vhatgood 

let good 

# cent Paule,but perſecuted him more and more: 
ntheſc & So mult euery good aud faithful chriſtian thinke 


full fa- be 


1r ene- 


dayes | 


þ * and their ſhame to.our comfort and their-con- 


* &ion by his mercie and their perdition by his 
ſethat * > 


Mod .,X 
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dayes{bleſſed be his name therfore)he hath won» 
derfullic reucaled manie miſchietes, which theſe 
men haue imagi ned,fo that their wiſhed purpo- 
ſes , God hath otherwiſe diſpoſed , to our ſafetie 


fuſion, to the aſſurance of our continuall prote- 

juſtice. Wherby he ſheweth foorth as in a booke The goodne 
before our eyes thathee is readye totake part — 
withys , and that he 1s of power and readines to vvars vs i 
helpe vs inall extremities, if we yeelde him due CORY 
praiſes,and acknowledge the fafety ot our cities, me der k. 
and all other bleſsinges to come from him:and hisaide tor 
continue conſtant profeſſours of his truth ynto 4-25 
the ende. For he that continueth vnto. the ende © 

ſhall be ſaued. 

He hath hetherto preſerued vs, ſo that the 
ſunne of perſecution hath not burnt vs by daye, 
nor the moone by night, as it hath beene prac- 
tiſed, but haue freely inioyed the benefitc of the 
ſunne' light of the. Goſpell, and due courſe of 
temporal gouernment:to the vnſpeakable com- 
fort of all belecuers and terrour of all our ad- 


ſ : The light of 
u-rſaries. And as Agrirpe layd vnto Pavle , the neck 


the golpel,8 
cCOurſc of r&- 
POral. court s 


exams 
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B 2 that 
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that although our eſtateis very admirable, enen 
ynto the enemyes of the truth , yet ſhall Sathan 
rayſe vp great troubles againſt the profeſſours FR 
thereof, for great are the troubles that the righ- ji 
tcous muſt ſuffer, but the Lorde deliuereth them "7. 
out of all. And the arrowes which theſe rebelli- >. 
ous confederates endeuour toſhoote at the true 
of heart ſhall returne vnto their owne faces,and | 
ro their owne deſtruQtion. They are mpudent & 
ſtifte hearted , they are proud andarrogant,yea 7 
they are ſhrowded with the cloakeof counter- 7 
feit holines to worke-their curſed conſpiracies, 
And as the Prophet ZJechiel ſayth , they are are- 
bellious company , who will not heare,they will | 
not perceiue,they will not ynderſtande their er- | 
rours and euill wayes, that they might retourne 
to God,ſceke peace andenſue 1t. But behold the ? 
pt alt. conifortable wordes of the ſame Propher,feare | , 
| fore, not ({ayth he) feare not,nor be afrayd of their 7 |. 
E26-2-6  wordes,benot diſmayed at their great bragges, 
although rebels and thornes be amongeſt you, 
and akhough yee remaine among Scorpions, let | 
| vs nottherefore feare : the Lorde himſelfe hath 
Lv.::.3:. ſayd,feare nor my little flocke,for I am with you 17 
and will be vnto the worldes ende. For behold I Z 
haue made thee a defenced Citye , and an yron 
Godsprote- piller and walles of brafle , 2gainſte the multi- | 
| the beteevers tude and force of thine ehimies , who although Þ 
128. theyriſcvp againſt thee : yet thall they not pre- 3 8 
RT | Jeoder 4. uaile. For I am with thee to deliuer thee:as I was BY ,, 
BE £5.1:8:5, with 29es (faith he) ſo Iwill be with thee, I will I 5 
at , 


zech.2.5+ 
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"1: My notleauethee norforlake thee. Sorthat we nay 
: = = boldlye ſaye the Lorde isqur helper, we will not 

ory 2 feare what man candoynto vs. Thereforelet vs 
15” Þ* not feare Teroboam of Rome, who hath ſtretched 


cnen 


_ "2 out his handes euen his multitudes,to laye vio- 

g wh ” lence ypon our moſt gratious Queene,and ypon 

WY utes xt For the Lorde we ſee hath dried 

, 

o_ he Lorde 


| theiuſtice of God we ſee ( his name bee praiſed Pb vpthe 
yet 2 therfore)hath cut thera ſhort, ſo that they could ame ofan- 


*% 


| them vp,ſo that he cannot pluck them in again, :.King.13.4 
4 


meer 2 notpreuaile as they deuifed : the Loxde vncouer porn 

res them all, and giue them with ſpeed their due de- miniſters, 

F _— ſerts.But although they cannot all be found out 

"_y as yet they ſhall ſurely periſh in their owne ima- 

cir et- 2* ginations,they ſhal melt away as wax at the fier. 

M3 he > And although they ſaye we haue ſtrength, we 

i * hauepower, & will preuaile, for our multitudes J/91ghall 

D Mets 2? aregreat,and who can withſtand our forces ? A. ries yer bee 

 TNEIT 8 las who is it but concludeth that theſe arrogant <5 — 

B0S, Þ ſpeaches haue alwayes proceeded fro the mou- lavy,thcir 

tyou, "F thes of them that knewe not God . From the £16,000 

ns, Jet > mouths of ſuch as ſtood vpon their own ſtreng- Þ* fuch alaw 
as shal make 


e hath 2 thegasif they had beene Gods. As the king of them cons 
th you > Babilon,the king of Tyrus,and now the Romiſh fume avvaye 
hold I BZ Antichrif and his adherents. But as theſe brag- 
1yron W gers and boatters haue come continuallyeto vt- 
myulti- = ter confuſion , ſowe doubt not but the breath of 
ongh ZZ his mouth who hath blowne awaye their pride, 
7X pre- 2 ſo that it is now remembred to their vtter ſhame 
$I br = and reproch,and as a by-word to all poſteritics, 
zl = b: ſo {hall theſeproude aſpiring mindes, fall before 
> 3 the 
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thehumble in'Chriſt; For ſaith he : I willthrow 


ſed cuen the holy ſpirite of God doth teltifye in 
our harts,that we yeeld not vnto theſe their di- 
ueliſh practiſes which tend only to the ſhedingot 
the bloud'of innocents, which the word of God 
Pſ.:6.5  maniteſteth,to be mecrely againſt the truth: we 


bp > , 
Py tr . T 
WY a 


——=—= 


. | | may truly ſay with D.u«d,we haue hated the af- 
At ſembly of the wicked, and haue not entered into 
Sh confederacie- of ſuch as haue conſpired againſte 

| lf hh. Chriſt & his ſpouſe. And folike true ſubic&s vn- 
: | {<wme to ourprince,and obedient ſeruauntes vnto our 
WF evc golye in God, we may waſh our hands in innoggncy,and 


atprate, fſeructhe Lord with pure affe&ion,& ioyne with 
the godly &pure in hart,to offer the ſacrifice of 
praiſe vnto the Lorde for his wondrous workes 
done for ys, cuen in thedayes of greateſt daun- 
gcrs. Butour aduerfarics ſay,that what they do, 
The vaine it proceederth onely of zeale they beare vnto the 
| exente of 99 Catnolike religion, & becauſe they will not ſeme 
5mm BR qg be finguler, or as men taking theſe thinges in 
 racyes, © © hand,& praRiling it of their owne heades,they 
aſcribe the foundation of. their deuiſes to corne 
from the wel-ſpring of wickednes, fro him that 


- 4 
+ want KY" ooo Au 
See 2 Bo Ws, Dae, 


- vo y _ 
I > bow nu bis c 


and al wickednes cls whatſocuer,and ſay further 
that rhe wiſe,the learned, themightye , and the 
multitude agree,and giue not onelye their con- 
ſents, burtheir helping hands with money,and 


force to further theirenterpriſes. And therefore 
| is 


down the proud, 8 exaltthe humble and meeke. 
And ſolong as that coforter which was promi- *X 


can diſpence, and giuetolleration for murthers ' 
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© is their madnes in taking ſuch ations in hande, 
'X fo muche the more to bee tollerated and borne 
omi: *# withall,naye to be fauoured and accepted. Alas 
Fyein 7 poore weakedefence,aſlender excuſe: were there 


irdi- not twohundred and fiftye Captaines, famous _ _ 
ingof men,ioyned themſclues to Xorah, Dathan & Abi- The conſpirs 
God | 7 ram,whoſe generall conſent was neither a ſuffici- 7 9 Koran 
1: we ©} entexcuſe, neither a proofe that their riſing and Abyram. | 
he af. 7 rebellion was lawfull.But 27e/es told Xorah ano- 

| into 7 thertale,for ſayd he thou and all thy companye 

unſte are gathered together again(t the Lorde. This a- 

Syn- ; greeth with the word of God to Paule, when he 

© Our went to perſecute the chriſtians, namely that he A#.9.4- 
7.and perſecuted God himſelfe. And thus we ſce,that 

with although theſe men arme them-ſclues with the 

ce of glorious title of the Catholik church, their deut- 


orkes © ſes manifeſt,and plainly betoken that their harts 

Jaun- _ > areſetagainſt the church , againſt Chriſt & chri- 

y do, 3 ſiians. And therefore although they outwardly 

othe > pretend great ſhowes of holines, deuout workes 

ſeme 7 of charitie,& therby win vnto themſelues credit: 

2eS in q > inthe world, & glory of their long continuance, Tic/gtorye 
they © though their cunning colluſions haue caught as ge 
-otne | ina ſnare,& with their inchantments bewitched 
\ that the greateſt part of the world,& brag of their y- 

thers © © nion,of their mutuall conſcar,& of their mighty 

rther 7 adherentes, & great multitudes that joyne with 

dthe 7 them, yet ſceing they haue forſaken the faith: 

con- | © ſeeing they deny the truth, fight againſt ir:ſceing 

= they ſeek to reſiſt the paſſage of the goſpel, with 

+; ont wich there can appeare nothinge but the 

3 B 4 {hadowes 
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ſhadowes of good thinges : ſeeing they ſet not 
forth bur vtterly depraue the glory of God,and 
the merits of his Chriſt. Seeing they goe abour, 
and endeuour,as(weſce)not onely to reſiſt, but 
to betray and onerthrow Moſes and Aaron-; We 
may ſay & truly auere, yea coſtitly affirme, that 
they haue a golden vizarde vpon their leaden fa- 
ces, they hauethe names bur not the effe& or 
fruites of Catholiques. They call themſelues the ® 
Church,and are nor of the Church. Chriſt com- XZ 


mandeth that the light of eueryc good chriſtian 
ſhould ſo ſhine before men , that they might ſee 


the fruites of the true light, And is not murther | 


of Princes?Sacking of Cities? Ouerthrowing of | 
commonyeales?Nay of their own natiue coun- ** 
tryes,the fruits of their light Are not theſe the 
fruits and worksof darknes,which bewray their 
conſciences to haue no true light ? Is this courſe 
which now they begun to take,they way to make 


themſelues cleane, to take away the euill of their | 

works from before the cies ofthe Lorde * Is this | 

courſe that they take, the meane to become ho- 
lye, as our heauenlye father is holy ? No,no,but 
theyeatthe bread of malice & deceipt , of liyng 
& ſlanghter which in their mouths {eemeth ſweet i 
but the operation therof ſhall hll even their bo- 
wels with deadly grauell. Butall ye that are in- 
fected 8& polluted with this poyſon of their pra- 
Riſes, cabinto your minds(tor the loue of God) 
the daunger of your eſtates here 1n earth, where 


the law throgh the inſt iudgement of God,con- 
demneth 
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demneth you, the diuell deceaueth you,and the 
merciful God leaueth and forſaketh you,who al 
thogh he wil that al me ſhalbe ſaued,8 come to 
knowledge of the truth : he deteſteth & abhor- 
rethhe cannotabide wilful conteners therof. Re- 


© ccaue therefore with meekneſſe, the word of the 
= Lorde, whichis able to ſaue your ſoules. For be- 


| * holde by it we heare the moſt comfortable pro- 


 miſes of our mercifull God: by it we may learne 
= the way to his truth, and toauoyde the pollicies Thebenefie 


of the worde 


= praiſed againſtthe ſame, Let ys therfore yeeld 3; G4 


= with reuerence our earesto heare it: our tronges 
with diligence to read & declare it: & our hearts 


> withioy & vnderſtanding to coſider it. And the 
=> may werightly apply this ſaying vnto our {clues 
22 Come vynto me all ye that trauaile , and are hea- mz.: . ax. 


= vie laden and IT ſhal refreſh you. Loe deare Chri- 
=2 ſtian brethren, what greater cofort can we haue 
& then this? If any be burdened in conſcience that 
he hath addicted himſelf too much to the croo- 
ked and by wayes of mans inuentions , forſa- 
king the dire&rule of the ſacred worde,and en- 

® deuourerh duly to reforme himſelfe and to bee 
7 clenſed : then I ſay, hereis water offered , here is 


& the liquor of life,extended in the baſon of Gods ry witer of 


booke, to refreſh vs withall. Let vs ioyfully re- life isin the 
WP a. ! baſs of gods 
2 cciue it, and turne vntoGod and verily we ſhall bogte., 
27 beſaued. Wehaue ſufficient warning to flie the 
= company of the enemies of God and Chriſt,and 
to haue no fellowſhippe with their vnfrunefull 
workes of darkenes, ler ys(I ſay) learne of Peter 
te 


AA.2.40. 


Eſa.i.19. 


The"revvar 
of r<bellion, 


VVherupon 
theſc men 


und the 
| of their 
defence. 


1, pet.1.13-, 
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to ſauce ourſelues from this froward generation, 
ſo ſhall we catethe good thinges of the lande, 
namely we ſhall enioye the thinges neceſſary for 
our pilgrimage heere, and aboue all ſhall be fed 


with the breade tending to the feeding of our | 


ſoules to life, Butif we refuſe and become rebel- 
lious, we ſhall be deuoured with the ſwoord, for 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


*: 
WhertforelI ſaye, let vs girde vp the loynes of 3 


our mindes , and reterour ſelues faithfully vnto 
our Lord God, being ſober, truſting faithfully & 
perfe&lye on rhe grace that is brought vnto vs 


by the reuclation of Ieſus Chriſt: Andlet vs ſhew ; 

our {clues obedient, & not to faſhion our ſelues : P 
to the courſe of our fathers, who were led in ig- 7 
norance,neither according to the courſe of this ® 


world,which with greedines followeth and imi- 


tateth the red Dragon, who ſeketh to deuour the Þ 


goſpell of our Lord and fauitour,and withtiran- 
ny to perſecute cuen to the death,all the profeſ- 
ſors thereof. Bur the tructh is great and it (hall 
preuaile. 


Yet hauc theſe men that pretende theſe miſ- | 
chites (which haue beene ſo gracioutlye by the i= 
almighty God reuealed ) had their onely con- 
fidence in the ſtrength of the multitude of their 
contederates : & in reſpe& of the great number Þ 


of them, and the little number and ſmall com- 
pany of the true and conſtant chriſtians,they cry 
out and ſaye they haue the truth with them: for 
that ſo manye and {o learned men as holde _ 
tnem 


ww 4s -©@ Aa — 4a #7 


tion, 
nde, 
y for 


efed | 


* our | 


zbel- 
| for 


esof © 


vnto 
Ily & 
(OVs 
ſhew 
lucs 
nig- 
this 
im1- 


rthe © 


ran- 


ofeſ- 
(hall 


miſ- 


nber FF ſovoideofthe knowledge of gods word, & elpe- 
om- WW cially ſach as account themſelues chriſtians, car 
7 cry MF not bee ſo befotted with the peſtiferous poyfon 
: for | of Sathans inſtigations, to holde this argamenr 


with 
hem 


CON- nl 
their | 
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them, cannot be deceiued , tielthercanſo many 
and ſo mighty, as take part with the be conque- 
red or reſiſted, Theſe are argurnents which they 
ground vpon naturall reaſon, and therfore doth 
the worde of God vtterly confound them,as by 
the teſtimonie of the worde , and truth of God 
ſhall appeare. 


| CHAP. 2. 
= A moſt comfortable diſconery by exam les out of the ho: 
ly Scriptures applyed to our time, how daungeroms 4 


v thing tw ro meaſure our profeſs1on accoramng fo the 
mindes of the multitude , and how vame a thing it 
* =, to toneour ſelues with the multitude, as the 


 - chieſcft refuge and meane of our ſafetie in the time 
* of trouble,wherein the perilous reſolution of ſuch as 
* iantendeto holdewith the moſt (be ut with the truth 
or againſt it )1s plainly proued to be meerely wicked, 


&als touching the glory of the multi- 
 @a tude, wherupon theſe wicked men wary won 
SS>| do build the chifeſt foundation of Popich proteſ 
N||chcir profeſsion, as aſtrong argu- *"" 
D[ment that they have and hold the 
truth,and that they are viorious & muincible; 
I thinke there be none ſo blockiſh,or barbarons, 


ry 


= 
It 


4 
—_ 


as a ſounde reaſon, thateyther their Religion 
ſhould 
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ſhould beeof Chriſt , 'or thatthe force of their 
multitudes,of the huge troup of deceiued ſouls, 
ſhoulde be ſuch , as that there ſhould ſeeme no 
poſsibilitie, with the ſmall number of the faith. | 
full Chriſtians,to withſtand them: bur that per- | 
force indiſpite of Chriſt & Chriſtians, they will 
breake down the hedges of our quiet eſtate and 
godly gouernement,8& intrude themſelues into 
YViat rods the vineyard of God: and the inheritance of his 3 
enemies have ſonne Chriſt Teſus : violate his Church and de- 
proteſte3t® file his Spoule,as they by their rebellious prati- 
ſes haue endeuoured and by their vauntes haue \” 
yainely proteſted , Surely yet Ithinke, there is 
none hauing any feeling of the grace and migh- i 
tie power of God, that can beſo farre carried a- ® 
way with Sathans inſtigations, with Antichriſts 
inchauntmentes , or with his wicked miniſters 
perſwaſions to thinke it. But that cuery ſenſible 
man, hauing but the principles of the trueth in F 
his heart, and but entring into the rules of the 
profeſsion of Chriſt, will holde ita weake foun- 
dation,to build ypon the power, the wiſedome, PF 
and dire&ion of the multitude, and a meere ab- |? ** 
ſarditie, to followe the opinions of the moſt, as 
The multitud a meane to attaine vnto the trueth , conſidering 
my ner 2 thatas the Philoſopher ſayth it is , monfirum mul - 
torum cepitum, a monſter with many heades,and 
rp For capita tot ſententte, many men many mindes, 
WW dac buc one But the truth hath one head, one ſpring, one iſ- 
ſn ſue, one ende, and one meane to leade vs there- 
unto : euen the holy Ghoſt the ſpirite of _ 
tne 


heir 
uls, 


no | 


ith- 


per- | 


will 
and 
nto 


f his ; | 
| de. ; ps 2 tu 
> ſoraſhly take partes with the multitude, leaning 
= the headeof therruth, and comets that ſpring 


acti- 
1aue 
re 15 
igh- 


Yo 4- 1 
riſts ® | 
ters 8 ſent or agreein a controuerſie to decline after 
ſible 
thin 


f rhe 
OUN- 
2me, 


e ab- | 
ſt, as | 


ering 
mul. 
;,and 
ades, 
ne i(- 
here- 
ruth, 


8 thinges by the power of Belſabub,” And of Pawle 


= him leaueth the bleſſed eſtare of the faithful to 


* andkingdomes of the worlde: and fo conclude 
7 Loumguttum,retum,C7 approbetum eſt. It is go0d; pils do con- 
& juſt, right andallowed , and why ? Becauſe the 4.9 thar * 
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the taſte, ſeeling, knowleadggordire&tion wher- 
of howe many had in the tyagdt Chriſt > When 
they all with one yoyce cryed out and ſayde let 
him be crucified, And ſome of them to prooue 
their difference in opinions, ſayde he is a drun- 


carde, he is a Diuell, hee doeth theſe and theſe 


they ſayde, he was madde: others, that hee had Hovr dan. 
the ſpirite of God, and Aprippe and Feftns found Þ clexws vn 


no cauſe of death in him. Wherefore if any will ** _—— 


of errors, he taketh Zucfer by thetayle, and with 5-14-' 3+ 


fall downe and become a reprobare . We may 
not followe a multitudeto docuill, neither cons 


many, and-ouerthrowe the truth. offs 
Yet we-ſee howe theſe men bragge and boaſt 

themſeluesaf themultitudes, and that their re- 

ligion is profeſſed generally in moſt countryes 


Hovv the pz 


, 


' 4 : ls 
moſt partholde it ſo. But if this argument holde « Ry, 


always true, the was Chriſt rightly put to death 
when we knowe, that all Chriſtians holde and 
can not but confeſle the contrarie , and thar int 
him there was founde no gwle, no deceite or 
ſinne, or cauſe of death, And yet cryed the mul- 
titude out agaifſt him , that he ſhould be cruci- 

fied 
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_ % og hed, for ( ſay they )wee haue hearde him ſpeake 


accuſations Hblaſphemy.Butwhen they had their deſire, whe 


| 

{ 

on vert hewas executed, & theſe buſie followes which ſo 

ehe - apiites mainely cryed out againſt him : when they awe IF : 
gainſt chriſt 

dans. the graues td opentand the yale of the templero i | 

rent, and cleauea funder, when they ſawe the 2 

clouds of darknes ſuddenly to oucrwhelme the t 

bright beames of the ſunne, when they ſawe the u 

earth to ſhake & to tremble,when they ſaw ſucha FF li 

miraculous alteration of thinges, they changed F# C 

their opinions, and altered their comon voices, f? at 


ſaying ſurely.this was arighteous man: but then th 
itwas too late,they could not call againe thein« Þ h 
nocent bloud whichthey had ſhed , nor reſtore 4 al 
the guiltles to life,who they had falfly condem- 
ned.So ſurely although many & great multituds * 
coagregate themſelues together, &linke dome- 
mrenls,. Tticall & forrain power together with the bandes 
rons accuſa- Of. treacherous conſpiracies againſt the Lorde 
Paine, a,* andagainſt his aunointed, falſely crying out and | 
gaintche ſaying : ſheisan Heretique, and. all thoſe that 
Bucene 207 Allowe of theipreſent eſtate of Englandeare he- F: 
'  retzques: whereby they allure the weake to their 
They shoote wicked practiſes :' hoping by their deuiſes to 
hit « being. deuour poore Chriſtians, and cate them vppe 
cuvrotrhs (as it were) like breade, ſhooting eſpeciallye 
shouidd ecay firſt of all to the heade , hoping that then the 
SING members woulde be the ſooner cut off, (which 
souldeget both, the Lorde detende . ) But it their wic- 
—_ kedneſle ſhould, (which God forbid)take efte& 
they ſhould ſe2thenthe chaunge of the bright 
0 beames 


eake 
whe 
h ſo 


awe © 


eto 
» the 
the 
> the 
cha 
ged 
ces, 
then 
ein 
tore 
Lem- 


tuds | 


me- 
ndes 


orde 


and 
that 
> he- 
cheir 
'S tO 


FR 


{ liein betraying the innocent bloud , and with 
| Cayne like runnagates roue to and fro, ſaying 
* and accuſing their offence tobe greater, then 
! they arc able to beare . | Furthermore they 


+ alreadic particularly ) tinde the falſchoode of falſchood of 
# cheir Father of lyes, who deceyucth them with 


& ble and bloudic practiſes. When the Apoſtle ©ation. 
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beames of peace,turned into the clouds of blo- 
dy warres,the light of truth into the darkenes of 
errors,and they themſclues feeling the grounds 

and rootes of their heartes to ſhake and tremble Anrveheie 
by the guylr of bloudy conſciences , inſomuch (ciencewould 
as they would not onely contefſe with the mul- them, * 
titude, ſhee was a righteous Gouerneſſe, but 


with 1uds that they haue doone moſt wicked- 


' ﬀ 
ſhoulde then generally (as ſome of them haue 7" Fre they 


a father 
: : s = ofliesche 
his fayre , but falſe promiſes of pardon of their pope,merely: 


a * . , to decet 
ſinnes , and merite in heauen fortheir execra- their expe- 


aftirmerth the contrarie ; Namely, that Idola- CORP 
ters, murderers, and ſuch like,ſhall not enter in- Proofe of the 
to the kingdomeof heanen. Then doth this mari (9noroom. 
of ine greatly.deceyue thoſe whom he perſigaz friraron. 
deth to perſcuere in their bloudicintentes, and 

where he perſwadethſome.ynderthe promiſe of 
preterment {ome of 'rewarde here, 8 ſome(nay 

all) vnder collour of deſeruing heauen he doth it 

but to worke his miſchiefe,& in the end tocons C_— 
tenthimſelf with them to take the due reward of promites + 
Izds hire, invtter deſtru&ion.But forſooth ſome 

ſhall be made Dukes, ſome Earles, fome of high- 

er {ome of more.inferiour preterments,and that 

none 
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none that ſetteth his helping hand to this infer- 
nall ation,ſhall goe without ſome reward. They 
ſhalbe crowned with Parrees perpetuall ignomi- 
The crovyne nie, with 7hrogmertons deſcrucd reprooch , and 

87 with the due deſertes of ſuch rebellious raſcalles, 
whoſeende ( without the ſurpafling mercies of 
Chriſt againſt whome they kicke ) thall be with 


| The cauſe © 


| their collour, yer die. Andyetfor all this ceaſe they not to crye 


| Theirdeter- full dealing and drawe the heartes of many from 
| | fell chritians VS. Wherefore let vs take counſaile againſt them 
| let yscrucifie them, let ys burne them, breake 
their bones in ſunder, carrie them vnto the 1n- 

quiſition, & giue them Herod; law, for our yowes 
ſake. Lervs praiſe their deſtruftion , for our 
holy father the Pope hath ſpokenit , he hath c6- 


manded it,he hath willed it, and we will worke 


fore, and let vs mooue falſe accuſations againſt 

them , they haue ſpoken blaſphemye againſt his 
holinefle and therefore are woorthy to dic , and 
therefore gocon Iudss with thy kifle, and we will 
follow with ſwordes and ſtaucs, nay go on Pary 
and thy fellowes difſemble with 1d kiſle, keep 


i ſclte cloſe in thine owne heart, dillmble 
the 


| Tevvith coun 
| Cellro rake 
| C 


the Diuell and his Angels1n perpetuall torment # 
£ Of the conſcience: the worme whereof, thall ne- } 


outand ſay away with theſe newe fellowes, theſe 
hererikes, theſe Lutherans:, Zwingltans, Calumiſts, oe 
andſuch like, they reproue our darkenefle, they # 

bewray our wickednes , they reucalc our deceit- i 


Py =? 
4 b3- - OP 
7 __— Lo: lean 


it ,ip/e dixit, he hath aide doe it, whoſe will and 
authoritie is ſufficient for our ſafetie, come ther- 


nfer- 
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the matter with crooching and kneeling , and »;,,,1. 


all didimulation , and when thou haſt ginen the 
roken wee will bee at hande with our ſwordes 
and ſtaues, nay with our mighrie forces of ſhip- 
pinges , of multitudes of men of warre from 
forraine Countries, who ſhall ayde thee and aſ- 


the be. 
ginning, and 
deſtru&ion 
the endof 7» 
hetr practhe 


ſes. 


VViiful 


ſiſt thee. Oh fooles fooles, can you not yet pundncite; 


- = ſec howe all your deuiſes are drowned by the 
ne- ? 


waye? They paſſe not the ſeas without the mer- 
cifull reuelations of God to his children: whoſe 


E bloud yee ſeeke . Perceaue ye not , the peeuiſh- 
® neſle of your practiſes , to be preſently preuen- 


ted? the eye of our good G O D pearceth your 


& hearts and ſeeth your wicked thoughts,hus eares 
2 are open and hearethyour cankered conſulta- 
them X 
reake 
he in- 
vowes þ 


tions, his mouth is readie to open,naythe birds 


of the ayre, nay the verye graſſe ofthe helde _ 
doereucale your treacheries, his will readte to n 


his hande both mightie and out ſtretched'to 
defende his owne: Wherefore leaue off yee 
that deale thus wickedly .. Are not yee the: men 


11 and that ſee and will not perceiue,that heare and wil 


 ther- 


gainkt 
aſt his 
, and 
7e wall 
Parry 
, keep 
emble 

the 


not vnderfitande , and haue great. experience 
of yourfollic , and willnot conſiderit? Learne, 
leameto be wiſe, forſake euil; cleaue yttto good- 
neſle, flic theſe pernicious practiſes, and jcane 
not to the hope of ayde of the multitudeyor of 
preferment or anie ſyre rewarde for your com- 
fort, from that deceyuer. I wiſh to God;; thatit 
might-pleaſe him , to.conuert you ſo that you 
| C : 


might 


ods good- | 
efle in reues 


bee reuenged of your bloud-thirſlinefle, and "their 


conſpiracies, 
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might returne and truely ſecke after the lyuing 


wo n 

G OD, whome onely to ſcrue is life, and whom U 

thus manifeſtly ro denies death : which if you A 

| Hovy euery will not doe, it is my parte cuen in Chriſtian WM + 
| Chriſtian r 


ought to pray Charitie and zeale, to praye him to confounde | 
| for chele uit, 1.01 and your deuiſes. Take heede therefore be MW ,, 
warned, let not cuſtome or the multitude make W x 
you faineto followe their follie . God will not WM G6; 
be mocked with all, hee hath torne the viſarde WM 

of your faces, founde you out, and ſhewed vs | 
whatye are: namely, hypocrites, dyſſemblers, | th 
deceitcfull, and ſuch as vader your muffull , and WF th, 
muſſell of holineſſe, carrie diueliſh deuiſes : vn- F pit 
| derthe outwarde habite of Chriſtians, the in- Jet 
| Mp renilh warde heart of 1udss , vnder the title of Ca- WM mj 
| "tholiques, Caynes crueltic . Wherefore nowe MM {c 
conuert, or elſc will not God holde you guilt- if roy 
leſſe, not only you that haue yowed the attempt IE reg 
of the ation, but as manye as deſire in heart WF qu: 
the-exccution thereof ſhall ſtandein like ſpott IF alt 
Notonlythe of conſcience, before his tribunall ſeate : you MW yea 
advut ene ££ (1 ſay} ) that by your coldeneſſe in the trueth, Mrhe 


reis to bee 

nnovdcd. p ſtande as men indifferent, beware, come out F*f ar 
perilous, fromamong them, flic'flie that huge whore of Wricy 

Babylok ,beenone of het trayne, who with hetMro {| 
| poyſoned politions, hath enchauntecd the grea- Wrrue 
£ telt part of the worlde, and hath ſo bewitched Wom 
| the multitude, that what by diſpenſations & ab- Wour 
The effeteof ſolutions, ſinnc increaſeth,and what by falſely &+ Fake 
exe popes Of. -arding heauen and hell to ſuch as hee liſts: by Mof © 


enſationsan 
neſe 


——— 'terrorof the one and preſumptionofthe other, 
nn. TI 


f 


"38 it 
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it appeareth manifeſtly that hee hath wonne the 
moſt part of the worlde to commit ſpiritual for- 
nication with him : and to run after his will ht- 
ther and thyther , ro commit all _ of _ 
with greedineſlſe heaping together ſuch a huge 
eve. of many "ma of men Papiſts, Athiſtes, —— . 
Newters,and ſuch like, to performe that which 
| God preuenteth, who is euen forlt to ſay : I will 
come downe, and be reuenged vpon theſe men. 
Whereſore,letvs beware that we run not with 
© the multitude, for we ſhalbe then infe&ed with 
their fornications , wee ſhalbe defiled with the y ye mne 
| pitchof their deceitfull doctrine & deuiſes. But I 
| let vs vtterly deteſt,and carefully eſchewe the fa- 
& miliaritie, the loue, the league , the friendſhip & 
© ſocieticof thoſe men that congregate thiſclues 
© togetheragainſt the Lord'& againſt his annoin- 
ted : Ler vs exclude our (clues out of their ac- 
quaintice,that hold of ſuperſtitious vanities,yea 
although the moſt part of the worldedo allow, 
yea if all rhe worlde ſhould imbrace that which 
the worde of God condemneth, we may con- 
*ſtantly afftirme, and boldly pronounce to be ſpi- 
Erituall whoredome, wherein weſcemeto conſent 
totrang gods, or to ſtrang deuiſes to ſerue the 
ue God:toforſake the moſtfweete and whol- 
Jome direQtion of the worde of God, and yeeld 
our conſentes vnto ſtraunge doErine, to'for- 
Jake Chriſt and cleaue vnto fantaſies, .as'manie! 
pf- our forefathers haue done, and roo manie'in' 
heſe dayes doe-,onely towalkethe broade way 
_- C 2 with 


The goodnes Therefore, as it hath pleaſed our good 
God, to bring vs from our auncient captiui- * 
tie and longe bondage vnder tyrannous Pha- 
rah of Rome , into the lande that floweth 


of God to- 


vyards vs. 


For Gods 


protection to 


full of our 


dutiesto him doone theſe great thinges alreadie whereof | 
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with the multirude without farther defence 
or warraunt for the obſtinate and wiltull ſtar- 
ting from the trueth. But ſuche as holde of 
the trueth, ſuche as imbrace the Goſpell, and 
ſceke their ſaluation in C hriſt, will duely auoide 
this daungerous immitation, and not bee diſ- 
mayde at the name and mightie threates of the 
multitude. 


with the milke and honie of the free profeſsi- 
on and exerciſc of the trueth : Let ys bee vn- 


feynedly thanketull , and repoſe our confidence 
in his mightie proteGtion,, to be delivered from 
evards vs,we his tyrannie , and from the force of his migh- [2 
muſt de care- xje and ſtronge multitudes , who as hee hath 7 


wee hane ſuch great cauſe to reioyce : So af- 
ſuredly ( if wee holde faſte by his power in 


faith and thankefulneſſe of heart ) hee will for} 


euer preſerue vs, and not ſuffer vs to hurt our 


foote againſt the ſtumbling blockes of their in-Þ? 


uentions, 


Let vs not therefore be diſmaide though the # 
grand captaine,of the enimics of gods truth ( he Z 


that poſicſleth the ſeate of Sathan)haue drawne 
ſuchahuge multitude after him, although hee 
ſeeme to binde euen kinges with the bandes of 
his enchauntements and cnioyne them to pw 

The their 


, 
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ence IM their powers in his behalfe , againſt thoſe tha® 

ſtar- W profeſſe the name of Chriſt: although they haue 
le of MW bent their bowes and made readie their quiuers 
, and WF ful of ſharpe arrows: although they haue whet- 
20ide {F red their ſwordes, prepared powder, peeces and 
e diſ- I ſhot: letvs not(l (ay)be any whit atall diſmayd 
}f the MW at theſe their hautie attemptes . For beholde 


® God who 1s icalousof his owne cauſe will not 
= ſuffer his honour to be throwen in the dult, his 
i- 7 Church to be ouerthrowen , his trueth troden 
2 downe, nor mans owne inuentions ( grounded 

+ vppon the weake foundation of good intent, 
i- © aM not vppon the rocke , the worde of God, ) 
& to goc awaye with the glorie. For ſurely great 
22 15 the truth and it ſhall preuaile, let #erode rage, 


from 7 let Jude diſſemble, let P:/ate Iudge, letallthe Lu.2z. 1s. 
nigh- | crue of Antichriſtian potentates conſpire, con- Mhemmrn 
hath IJ ſulte , condemne, controule, coniure , afflite, nocvviekti> 
ereof | perſecute, and ſeeke by all meanes to ſuppreſſe p82" 6 
So af- I the trueth , It ſhall in diſpighte of them and 
er in all their forces, breake foorth, appeare,and ſhew 
11 for Þ% it ſelfe moſttriumphantly , to the vnſpeakeable 
t our? comforte of thelittle locke of Chriſt, and to as 
cir in-Þ greatterrorof theſe men & mightie multitudes, 
2 as the renting of the temple, (ſhaking of the earth 
h the & and the other ſtrange euentes at the crucifying 
h ( he F of Chriſt, were vnto that huge multitude,of the 
-awne BY aduerſaries of the truth in thoſe dayes: yea farre 
h hee FF greater, foraſmuch as it is nowe plentifullie 
des of & preached, manifeſt and auncient: thennewe and 
rayſe & {traunge and not rcuealed to all, Wee are nowe 


their C 3 yoyde 


God being 
icalous of 


ovvyue glocy 


vvill noe 


ſuffer the vyi 


ked ro pre- 
uaile, 


Ma-2.1.16 
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No excnte YOyde of all excuſe, and although Chriſte him- I of 
novre for ſelfe prayed his Father not to laye the cryme of Ml or 


he ob : ; 
bliod — his death vppon them, orto their charge, inre- ul 


ſpe& of their ignorance,it ſhalbe farre otherwiſe W 
with thoſe that in theſe daies ſo obſtinately ſecke i an 
to crucihe him againe. ad 
Bt to imagine or thinke, that eyther the I ric 
trueth 1s tyed to the multitude, or to bee o- 
uercome by the wiſedorhe , the pollicie , the 
force , or multitude of men, or that the rage 
of Tyrauntes , can extinguithe that ardent and 
Ttismeere in ZOdLIC zeale , that by the inſtin&tion of the ho- 
- rooms tan lie Ghoſt is imprinted in the heartes and colt- 
>» {CIENCES , Of thc faithfull members of the aſ- 


the truth may 


by "ng ſured heade , and vnmooueable rocke Chriſte 
oima, Jeſus, were meere incredulitic , nay a meere i? 
denyall of Chriſte, and of his power and ver- 

tue. Wherefore beit farre from vs, to yeelde a- | 

nic prerogatiue at all vnto the multitude , fur- BY 

ther then may ſtande with the woorde of God. i 

And for our inſtruction and farther comfortes 

ſake ;-let vs with pure heartes and innocent in- 7 

tentes looke backe & conſider, what our good 

God hath doone for our Fathers of olde, that |: 

did profeſſe his name aright , whereby wee ſhall 

haue due. proofe , that it is not the multitude 

that imbrace his trueth , nor that can refiſt,ſup- MF def] 

preſſe, or preuayle againſtthe ſame, although W poi 

from the beginning the church of God hath bin I int 

farre the leaſt part of the worlde, the lealt part JW and 

of eyerie countrey and kingdome; the leaſt part ji too 

ot 


” 
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im- ofeuerie Citie, yea the leaſt part of euerie con- 
cot gregation, Yet ſuch hath beene the care, andlo- _  _ 
1rc- WE wing affe&ion of God-towardes his fewe and tgyvardshi 
wiſe FW ſmall number that he hath not ſuffered them at wal number, | 
ecke F anictimeto take the foyle at the handes of his 

| aduerſaries becing, neuer ſo manie and migh- 
the ff ric. 
e o-  Butdoubtles this theirargument of the force 

the. FF and ſoundneile of the multitude, doth not alit- — 


rage F& tle harme,with the weaker ſort of people,whoſe multirude 
| ur 


and 2) heartes are not grounded vppon the ſure foun- i, yeake. 
ho- ÞP* dation of Gods mightie proteion. And by 
com- * reaſon thereof is the yerie ſounde of the multt- 
2 aſ- + rude, terrible, only for that they knowe not,nor 
riſte ® conſider rhe mightic workes of the Lord, whoſe 


ecre 2 hand bringeth mightie thinges to paſſe, they are 
g ge TOP y 

ver- | ignorantof the truth ,and therefore can not con- 

de a- [ ceyne the goodneſſe ofthe Lord:but deſperately 


fur- 7 break out into this dangerous reſolutio: namely 
3od. I to take part with'the multitude, be it with or a- 
Irres MW gainſtthe truth. They conſider not how that god 
tin- Þ hath ſaid,that he hath choſen the weake thinges N9-2-1 1. 


ood | ® ofthe earth, to confound the mightie, the foo- 
that | * liſh,ſuch as in the world are accounted fooliſh, to 
(hall Þ * confound the wiſein their own conceits:the vile 
rude BY and baſe ones and ſuchas are not regarded bur 
ſup- MF deſpiſed in the world, he hath raiſed vp and ap- 
ugh I pointed to bring thole things to nought which 
\ bin | inthe iudgment of man are of great eſtimation . 
part WW and account : and the cauſe is that none ſhould 
part # too much glorie in his owne ſtrength,wiſdome, 
ot C 4 or 


40 


Orpower. Nofleſh ſhould gloric in the preſence 


of God. 


Is not this ſufficient to mooue the heartes of 
all thoſe that couet to be accounted Chriſtians 
to ſtande in the truth, although they be therefore 
deſpiſed in the worlde,threataed of the worlde, 
and are as ſtrangers, and outcaſtes to the world? 
rather then to accompanie the multitude and 
become glorious in the world and hated of god: 
ſtrong in the worlde, and weake in the truth, fa- 
milier with the world, & at diſcord with Chriſt: 
conuerſ{antin the worlde , and ſtraungers inthe 
Church of God. Secing thatit is not the num- 
ber of the perſones, . power or glorious 
ſhowe of the perſons, but the jnwarde godlye 
zeale of the heart, the vnfeyned affeRtion of 
wvarde show the heart, which bringeth foorth perſeueraunce | 
in the truth vato theende, whome God regar- 
deth towhom he giueth aide to ſtand and vio- 
rie wherein truely to boaſt , and ſay the mightie 
hande of the Lorde hath done this thing, and in 
ſo doing he will not ſuffer his little contemned 
children to be confounded of the high and hau- 
tie minded multitudes , but will confound them 
in their own imaginations.And therfore ſaith he 
fcare not my little locke , be not diſcoforted or 
diſcouraged,I wil fight for you & wil ſcatter your 
enemies before your faces, I wil throwe downe 
and confounde theſe wicked people that delight 
and long for warre , that thirſt after bloud and 
hunger after the deſtruRis of the Saints of God. 
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But 


"So nt 
: ? >> 


[| 
-_ 
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But we ſee that our heauenly father comforteth 

vs,he louingly willeth vs & counſaileth vs gladly 

to leaue the bondage of £&gypt , ſpeedely to flye 

from the filrhines of Sodome,and with 4b to Th-r90d 
enter into thearke of our ſafety , euen to the a- the lord is 
miable courtes of the Lord, to hold our (clues by _—_— >: 
the piller of the trueth , cuen the Goſpell of his take lierty. 
Chriſt,and to viſit his temple. So will he be our 
God and we ſhall be his children, he will be our 
father,and we ſhall be his ſonnes and daughters 
whome hee will mightelye prote& and defende 
from the force and erronious courſe of the mul- 
titade . And whatſocuer Sathan, Antichriſt,and 
their adherets doe deuiſe or imagineagaint ys, 
howſoecuer they ſceme to fteare vs, and diſmay 
vs with their multitudes , let vs be patient, way- 
ting the Lordes leaſure for our deliuery , Let vs 
be both carefull and conſtant in our callinges, 
and cuery onefrom the highſt to the loweſt, the 
heade and members euery one according to his 
officeand fun&tion, frame our ſelues diligentlye 
to haue cleare heartes and readye handes, in the 
teare and due reuerence of him that hath pro- 
miſed vs ayde,to ſtand(not only vpon our own 
garde)butas one body compact of many mem- 
bers ſtand all ypon the garde and defence of all; 
to the honourof our maiſter and comfort of the 
whole congregations of Chriſtes churches a- 
broad and at home. And eſpecially let thoſe that 
are in authority ouer the inferiour ſorts call vn- 
to minde the due care, diligent regarde, and 
watchfull 
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jerennſte watchfull eye that Pawle the approoued miniſter 
eagodiye of God had vnto the Theſſalonians, who in the 


re in all . 7 
vrces of men time of Sathans bulie rouinges abroade tode- W £6 


ad2vvzc eine, fearing leaſt they ſhould be ſeduced from 


I eye,after 


he example, that trueth which he with trauaile and great in- © 
| duſtry had preached ynto them, becing caretull B 
and truly deſirous of their ſaluation, ſent 7:mo- 0 
| Nomnoy thew ynto them to put them daylyein minde of tl 
n minde 8a- ſathans diligence , in ſubuerting and flandering al 
Cee; the truth, whereby he doubted that they might fr 
andwith Hbeeaſcly drawne intocrronious deuiſcs, and ſo ni 
Elves a NiS endeuourto retaine them in their due obedi- ſe 
gaiait i. ence to God ſhoulde haue beenein vaine. And & w 
ſurely if we duelye conſider the preſent eſtate of CC 
our dayes, and how the diligence of ſathan and vr 
hiscomplices, the kinges of theearth , and the | dr 


manye nations of the worlde,doth now ſhewe 1t ; tu 


ſelfe as we ſee in ſuch manifeſt ſort as euery Paule | pe 

of our daies hath great occaſion to appoint ma- W ye 

ny 7imothiesto ouer-{ce the eſtate of the Theila- thi 

lonians of this land:ſ\uch Imeane as haue taſted thi 

VVeehad ofthe ſweete and comfortable doctrine of rhe wi 
wratctuuen,! goſpell of Ieſus Chriſte, which Sathan and his {& ſo! 
wicked miniſters , Antichriſt and his adherents, in 
Seminarics and Icſuites, andtheir confederates {o, 

ſeeke to reſiſte, and vtterlye to ſupplant, and to GC 

Toe eoveno7 turnethe hearts of Chriſtians backeagaine into wh 
minifterss Egypt, and to their auntient bondage there, pre 
| from the comfortable land of the goſpels liber- | the 
tye,to murmure and grudge at 2foſes and fron mu 

an 1 


to ioyne themſelues to Korch, Dathan, and Aby 
ram, 
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ter r«,and to the multitude, and to ſtand reſolute, 

he ro run with them headlong into eternal deſtru- 

e- | Qtion. 

m | This we (ce is the reſolute opinion of the moſt 

n- of them, that haue notthe truth in their hearts. Ley, 
all Burtitis a reſolucion contrary to the reſolucion tion of Si> * 
30= of Sydrach, Meſech, and Abednags ; for they ſawe CG 
of the multitude to doe that which they deteſted, 

ng anditoutly refuſed : and whereunto if they had 

he framed their affe&ions,and meaſured their opi- 

{0 nions according to the courſe and general con- 

di- ſent of the whole multitude,they had runne into 

nd & wilfull rebellion againſte the liuinge God , and 

of committed horrible idolatry, in giuing worſhip 

nd vntoa falſe Godtoa ſtocke, a block, to dirt,and 

he MR drofle of the earth : they ſawe the whole multi- 

it 7 tude tofall downe at the ſoundeof thetrum- 

«le x pets,and gaue ſolemne worſhip vnto the image, 

a- & yer coulde not that preſident preuayle with 

ſa- them, they ſawe it no ſufficient warraunt for ts 
ed them, nolawfull excuſe before the Huing God the mutti, 
he whome they ſerned, and therfore abſolutely re- Wvyexcure. 
his & fſolucd themſclues, not to follow the multitude 

ts, 11 an ation ſo repugnant againſt the truth, and 

cs ſogreat a derogation of the glorye of the high 

ro God. This was a good and a godly reſolucion, 

to wherein they conſtantlye perſcuered,beeing ap- 

re, prehended as rebels againſte the kinges decree, 

er- | they were neither diſmayed in reſpec of the 


mulcitude, nor tied vnto conſent vnto the thing 
1n reſpefte that the multitude helde it as a 
neceſlary 


Chriſtians 
ought tohaue 
this reſoluti- 
on. 


VVeaknes 
of potentates 
in yeelding 
ſeruitude to 
Arnmichriſt. 
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neceflary duty , and ſeruice done for the kinges 
pleaſure : No although they ſawe the Nobles, 
Princes,Dukes, Iudges, Receiucrs,Counſailors, 
and all the officers and gouernours of all pro- 
uinces,yea all the nations vnder the kinges go- 
uernment to fall down and worſhip it,they were 
nothing mooued to commit ſuch abhominati- 
on before the Lord. The fierce and cruell coun- 
tenaunce of the king himſelfe,the threats of his 
tortors,torments,and of death it ſelfe could not 
diſcourage them or remooue their hearts from 
this ſounde reſolucion, this godly and falutarys 
reſolucion , ſecing the kinges deuiſe to bee ſo 
mecrely repugnant againſt the truth, Thus muſt 
euery good Chriſtian,cuery one that will thinke 
himſelte the true member of Chriſt,reſolue him 
ſelfe,namely conſtantly and boldye to refuſe to 
bowe their knees,or doe any outward ation to 
3aal of Rome,to the diſhonor of the true God, 
to fulfill and ſatisfie the ſawcie, malapert,& hau- 
tie minde of him that hath ſet himſelfe againſte 
God , crauing his honour to be done vnto him, 
and his power to be attributed vnto him:no,al- 
though we (ce many and mighty multitudes to 
bowe to him before our eyes, though we ſce 
Emperours, Kinges, and mightye potentates of 


the worlde to kiſle his feete, and to afforde their 


neckesto bee his foote-ſtooles, and all the wiſe 
men of many nations to doe him reverence: Let 
vs refuſe it, for beholde it is meerely againſt the 


truth: and therfore the preſident of the + 
the 


|  asourrecuſants do. Butthey did boldly yeelde 


| difſemble before men, and yetto carrye cleare A rpeciat! 
| conſciences before God(as they ſay). Hereis a *"$:2 bee 
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the preſident of the multitude , the preſident of 
generallities is nothing to ys that haue & ought 
ro gouerne oure affe&tions by the worde of 
God. | 
But we ſcea ſtronge reſolucion in manye of 
the obſtinate recuſants of our time,cuen of theſ*: .. — 
dayes, which whether it doe agree with the or- 
der of that of theſe three men,it were not amiſſe 
to conſider . Butſuche isthe ſubriltie of their 
ſhameleſſe deuiſes, that it is almoſt impoſlibleto 
diſcribe their reſolucion rightly, For mark where 
as-Sydrach, Miſech, and Abednago, were willed to 
fall downe and worſhip the image, they ſtoode 
not mute, ordumbe, or with this bare defence: 
namely pardon vs, we are reſolued not to doit, 


areaſon of their recuſancie, ſayinge that it was 
contrary totheir duty to thelining God,whom 
they ought onely to ſerue . But theſe men will 
maintaine their idolatry euen with this onely 
aunſwere:Forſooth we are reſolued,wherin,and 
how ? Forfooth to perſcuere in idolatrye,and to 


nored in the 


notable thing to bee noted in their reſolucion, reſolution of 
namely that it is lawfull for them to diſſemble, 2 <= 
and to frame themſelnes in the outward ation, 
likevnto the thing commaunded, and inwardly 
to carrye a contrary deſire, and yet this is no de- 
niall of him(as they ſay) whom they pretend to 
ſerue. But I thinke they holde this but as a ſhift,a 


point 
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Diſpenſation POint of pollicie, and notas thetruth, their holye 
for diftunula- father contentes himlelte to diſpence with the 
worde of God inthat behalfe, and tels his pu- 
piles that wander abroad to worke his wicked- 
= nefle that it ſhall not be layde totherr charge in 
pas weaken the laſte daye, that they haue denied Chriſte in 
pentsſubtilty counterfeyting their conſciences , and framing 
| Adi Bus. their faſhions accordin g tothe time: as with the 
| wicked to be wicked, with the holy to bee holye 
in ſhew,to profeſle light in wordes, and to hold 
with darknefle in the heart: they may by tollera- 
tion outwardlye pleaſe men,and inwardly ferue 
God. How raſh were theſe men whome wabu- 
chadneJer condemned? They might haue deſem- 
| bled the matter and haue had the fauour of 
| the Kinge ? They mighte haue doone as the 
| Adamnable moſte did , and haue pleaſedall-men, and yet 
| Aiſedby che Rane borne inwardly a conſcience to'God. Nei- 
[Papiſts, ther did Paule well, when ne conſtantly confeſ(- 
{ed Chrift , neither haue the Martyrs done wiſe- 
Jy in ſo ſtout profeſſion of the trurh , they might 
haue turned their coares,according tothe com- 
pany,as moſte of theſe tellowes doe, that follow 
the multitude, and haue ſaued their skinnes 
whole . Buttheſe men thinke they doe well to 
ſeeke to ſleepe in whole skinnes , according to 
the prouerbe. But the time ſhall come that the 
vizardes of their villanye ſhall be pulde off, and 
their cloake and counterfeyt conſciences reuea- 


whom God abhorreth. 
Chriſt 


led , and take their rewarde with the reprobarey/ | 
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Chriſte him-ſelfe ſheweth them wherevnto 
they arelyke to truſt, ſayinge,he that ſecketh ra- 
ther tro obey man then God, or ſceketh to deny 
God before man,ſuche will Chriſt denye before 
his father in heauen. 

But what is the cauſe that fo manye come ſo 
ncare God in the outwarde ſhew, and ſtande a- 
loofe in their hearts ? That they come outward- «yy. founds- 
lic to heare the worde of God,and be inwardlye on of difſi- 
verie recuſants* That they can kifſe Chriſt, and irpentution: 
Chriſtians with 1#das in the face, and ſtob dag- 
gers at their hearts in their deſires . Is not this 
the veriecauſe, namely that whatſocuer G O D 
commaundeth outwardlye to bee done,and in- 
wardly tobe belecued, his holineſſe diſpenſeth 
with the one and pardoneth the other ? Carry- 
ing mens affections to the pleaſing of mortall 
men, manifeſtly to diſpleaſe the immortal God 

But behold theſe thiree men of the true God, 


© wereof acontrary minde, they were ledde with !* cannot 


ſornd with 


| a farre,contrary ſpirit, and mboued with a con= the yvitl of 
# rrary zeale , For the truth reſolued them that jg £24 to dit 


ſemble be 


” couldenot hang conſonaunt tq the will of their tore men. 
& heauenly father,to diſſemble before the worlde, 
| (what inwarde zeale ſocuer they ſeeme to haue) 


to ſaue their owne liues , although we ſee theſe 
wicked men; that! praftiſe the perdicion of the 
faythfull , and accompte, them-ſclues Catholi+ 
ques, whoſe diſpenſation commeth from the 
falſe foxe of Babylon , to: put; their enterpry- 


ſes in praftiſe , altogeather., ynder coloure of 


ſome 
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Parries corn ſome notable virtue: eyther of loucand dutiful! 
terfait obedi obedience as did the falſe traitour Parrie,who 

. could with lowly crouchinges, and reuerent be- 
hauiour outwardlye,with all hayle Madam, and 
ſache like goodlye tokens of dutifull affe&ion, 
when in deede his heart was ſo full fraught with 
the poyſon of popiſh pardons, that lay ja heauy 
ypon his conſcience thatere he coulde yomit it 
out tothe purpoſe of his maiſters will , it brake 
his owne bowels,and his filthy carcas,crackt his 
owne cragee. A plaine reward fora diflembling 
ſot. Here might beremembred theſe new cho- 
ſen champions,of late armed againſt the head of 
our quictinthis lande , whoſe maner of procee- 
| Conſpiracy dinge in their practiſes, was with like pollicye, 
| of Ballard ® Zarnewell, Ballarde, Babington , and Bellamre , with 
| contcderats. the reſte of that rebellious rout , a multitude of 
miſcreantes , a curſed crue of Cormorants, who 
ſought to deuour the bloud of ſo manye noble 
perſonages;pillers of our proſperitie, and props 
of Gods trueth , their praftize was perdicious, 


His due re- 
vyarde, 


then 
of Aſpes,l meane the diſpenſer of their diuiliſhe 
device,The remembraunce of whoſe pretended 
miſchiefe is loathſome vnto Godly mindes, it is 
contagious to bee conſidered, ſtench in the no- 
ftrels of the God of heaven, and ancuerlaſtinge 
| ignomic and byworde to all their poſterities for 

Yheir d1:mn2 EUer more in earth. The reſolucion of theſe men 


| blerciolutd was damnable; like ynto the yowe of thoſe rhat 
| | {\worc 


their pardons poyſoned , their pardoner worſe 
yſon ir ſelte , yea worſe thenthe poyſon 
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full ſyore they woulde neither cate nor drinketill g.,,,, ,; 

ho they had killed Pax/e.But as the Lorde.encoura- 4" encou- 

De- ged Pauleto perſcuer in his godly beginning, to he content 

nd proceede to teſtifie of thetrueth , ſo he encoura- wo 

Mn, geth all thoſe that are his to bee conſtant in the 

ith profeſſion of his name, notwithitandinge the 

uy yow of theſe conſpirators, that cunningly cloak 

tir theircurſed pretence with counterfeyt Catholi- 

ake cie . NabuchadneFer made preparation to put 

his theſe three poore men to the moſte grieuous 

ing death, becauſe they woulde not fall downe to 

ho- wor(hip the image, & the more to terrihe them Tirants ve 

dot & fayde vnto the exccutioners , let the torment be — 

cC- ſeuen times more vehement then euer before, gouiy but att 

rye, WM hopinge that thoſe tirannous wordes woulde 6 

vith WW mooue the poore men rather to fulfill his idola- 

e of WF trous will then to abide the torture . But he was 

rho WF farre deceaued : For they referring themſclues 

ble WF conſtauntly vnto the prouidence of the onelye 

ops WW Lordof hoſtes, ſayde vnto the kinges face, know 

Mus, W& this oh king, and heare yethis all yee multitude, 

orſe WF that the true God whom we ſerue, the God that 

{ſon & will not hae his glory by any meanes to be im- 

iſhe I parted vnto another, is able to deliuer vs out of Te fairkfull 
ps . * conſtancy 0 

ded IF your handes: bur fit be his will to make a facri- the goaiy., 

iris I ficeof our bodies , and that your bloudy deuiles 

no- WF and deſires take effe& againite vs,yet will we not 1 v1 rew- 

nge BF fall downe to giue honour vnto anyething,as a lution. 

for WW God,which is not God, no although ſo manye 

men IF both wiſe men and mightye multitudes ſatisfie 

rhat WW thekinges will therein before vs, this is that re- 

# Oe D ſolucion 
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ſolucion which all men thart rightly profes chriſt 
mult holde namely, notwithſtanding the decree 
of the great NabuchadneFer of Rome, wherein he 
Hovy vree commandeth and willeth all Emperors, kinges, 
our ſelues,2- POLENTAtES , realmes , kingdomes , nations and 
En yot Ry. COONges at the noyſe and ſounde of his Mande- 
maine con= #5 and precipimus ſub pane mortalis peccats, and 
(pure. ſuche like ſharpe commaundementes , to'fall 
downe before his holineſle , and the idolatrous 
and adultcrous puppettes and royes which hee 
hath cauſed to be ſet vp,and to doe ſuche other 
baſtardly ſeruice as he commaundeth contrary 
ro the worde of God, and to belecue and con- 
felſe that which the Lorde hath not willed but 
torbidden. 

We muſt with theſe men put on the complet 


and cuen to the faces not onelye of theſe that 


uen to the face of that proude, prouder,and 
proudeſt of all proude prelates of the Romilhe 
rabbell himſelfe. 
Know this thou Pope,and heare this yee pa- 
Our refoluti, Piſtes , that the Lorde whome wee ſcrue in his 
on. Chritte, in whome we truſte, is abte to deliner 
vs out of your handes . But if it bee his good 
pleaſure , for his glories ſake, for our ſaluati- 
ons ſake , and your reprobations ſake , to per- 
mitte oure bodyes to bee made ſacryfices by 
your blouddy handes , wewill not fall downe 
ynto 


harneis of a cleare and conſtaunt conſcience, | 


haue authoritye to pronounce his excommu- | 
nications , curſes , and comminations , but e- |þ 


» -w_ py Fl 
> ax od 
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riſk ymto youre abhomminable deviſes , wee will 

"i not ioyne with your confederacies , although 

he you haue alreadye decreed our torments to bee 

joey made ſeuen times , yea ſeuentie tymes ſcuen 

nd rymes more bitter then before. And then (deare 

da- Chriſtians ) vppon this our cleare and impollu- 

ind ted reſolucion ſhall that God whome wee ſerue 

fall deale with vs, as hee dealt with theſe three men, 

Us namelye although we bee caſte into the flames 

nce BY of bitter torment , hes will ſo mitregate the Cr——_—_ 

her griefes thereof , by the inwarde comfort which in Chrid,in 

ary chen he will ſend vs , thatit ſhalleuen in the ter- 7,9550t 

on- rour of death bee a ſufficient teſtimonie vnto ot to bee 

but our conſciences, thathe hath a carefull eye vnto COP 
vs : and by our deliuerye ſhew cuen ynto theſe 

plet & perſecuting executioners , that it is not their ty- 

ce, BY rannie that can ſuppreſle , or the cruell force of 

hat MY the multitude that can'reſiſte the approoucd 

nu- F# and manyfeſt trueth which wee profeſle , and 

t c- BY will ſhewe and openlye declare that the deuiſes 

and BF and imaginations of man are but vayne : Naye 

ihe BR further to ſhew his iudgementes of theſe bloud- | 
thirſtie men,he will ſende their deſtruRion with CY 

 pa- Wy the ſame torment they prepared for his children 82? che 

his For let vs beholde, and to our comfort and Che 

ver BY for our learning conſider, that notwithſtanding 55 (cranes 

ood BY theſe three poore men were caſte into ſo fer- 

1ati- WF venta burninge flame, that there appeared no 

per- il poſſibilitie for them to eſcape, euen ſuddaine 


conſumation of their bodyes with the force of 
the fier : yet ſuche was the power and proui- 
D3 dence 
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dence of him that hath all thinges in ſubieRion 
yader his fecte, that he preſerued them in ſuche 
ſort as inthe mideſt of the fire they walked ſafe- 
lye , and to ſhewe his iuſtice threwe out the 
flame ypon thoſe miniſters of the king that exe- 
cuted his will therin,ſo that they that digged the 
pit for others, fel themſelues into the ſame,they 
were taken with the ſnare , that they prouided 
for others : Euen ſo ſhallthat proude /aman of 
Rome in the ende bee hanged in the gallowes 
that he hath ſet vp for godly 2ſardechenus of En- 
Good exam- gland. We muſt thinke that theſe examples were 
ples:o be 2p written for our learning, and verye fitte for our 
coy time to be conſidercd,according to the preſent 
courſe of men:for asthen vabuchadneJer thoght | 
that the conſent of ſo many great men vnto his 
idolatry approoued the ſame to bee very found 
and good: And when theſe three men ſtoode in 
Gods proui- defence of the true religion of God, as now we i 
teen FY ſee that our ſmall Iſlande of Englande amonge {f 
to help his, many other famous countries of the world, ho!. 
deth and poſiciſeth the goſpell with part of o- KF 
ther nations, asit pleaſeth God to afforde his &* 
graceamong vs. Andas then theſe three men | 
were condemned of the multitude, and our ſel- 
ues in ike maner miſliked of the moſte : as the 
living God then prouidcd for their ſatety ſo{no 
doubt ) he dooth and will doe for ours, thaugh 
not in preſent outwarde deliueraunce, yet no 
doubtin inwarde comfortes, whereby there ap- 
peareth no cauſe why the children of GOD 
ſhould 
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ſhould feare the multitude,although the people G4 « us 
in a common prouerbe agree,that many heades vyaies read 
are better then one : whereby they goe about yyzradeli.. 
and ſeeme to approone the yenemous and bru- v7 or in- , 
tiſh ſerpent #ydr« to be the wiſeſt beaſtthat euer tor: to aid yy 
was inreſpette of the multitude of his heades, 

when we know many filly creatures of the earth 

in many verrues toexceede ſuch monſters, Burt 
this ſeemeth not agreeable to my matter, bee- 

ing Euangelical, for that this application 1s poe- 

ricall; Bur jurelie it is not without good morall: 

forthe multitude in deede may be well compa- 

red to a beaſte of manye heades vnſtayed inre- 

ſpe&of manye guides, vnconſtaunt in reſpe& of themutritade 
many mindes,vnruly in reſpe& of manye mem. Yvihcheir 
bers, And therfore this argument of many heads reſembled vi 
betterthen one, holdeth not in cauſes of hea- ery ng 
uenlyereuelations, tor the trueth commeth not 

from the multitude, it proceedeth not from the 

wiſe,nor is to be expected of the learned in re- 

ſpe& of the many profeſſing one thingsor inre: 

ſpe& of the wiſe in naturall pollicies : nor in re- 

{pe& of profound ſtudy: It commeth not from 

men of whatſoeuer iudgement, but euen from 

the very ſpirite of God the teacher thereof. The 

truth is Gods,it is of God, and his gift itis that Bs 
the men of baſe callinges , and iudgementes in 3 Þ* irirot 
worldlie cauſes conceiue the trueth , ſpeake the the eruh. 
truth,and are able to teach the trueth , which in 

deede of it ſelfe is ſimple , pure, cleare, andnot 

mixed with the traditions , nor the deuiſes,nor 
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tyed to the power or ſtrength of mortall men. 
And thereforczto (hew the weakneſle of ma- 
nye heades, and their errours , and toconfirme 
God cÞeth his truth by the handes of one, and that of the 
povvernot to Weakeſt and moſte fraylc ſexe : he cauſed an ex- 
confitin tbe ample in that behalfe to bee written for our ex- 
Ogg perience : namely that where there were manye 
ded vpon Magiſtrates inthe Citie of Bethulya, and they 
many beads. a1] layinge there heades together , determined a 
courſc contrarye to thetruth, namely,raſhlye to 
tye the will of God,and his hande to their owne 
prefixed time, orels to giuc ouer their Citie to 
the Captayne of the enimie of God : This was 
-  theirreſolutedetermination, when indeed it be- 
| pw hoouecd them by the rule of Gods worde;, to 
of Berulia haucreferred them-ſclues in faith vnto the good 
Rr," prouidence of God , as theſe forenamed three 
| Ged- men did,and to tarry the Lords leaſure for their 
| deliuery.But a iliie woman percciuing this their 
rathe rceſolucion, by the inſtin&e ot the holye 
Ghoſte, the teacher of the truth,openly reproo- 
ued them , in that they ſhewed in themſelues no 
ſparke of patience , neither allowed that power 
and omnipotencie to God for their deliuerie, 


which he ſhewed to manye before them, but ty- 


with him the tyme and maner of their deliuerie. 
And ſhee referring the whole ſtate of the Citie 
vnto the mightye hande of the Lorde,in a per- 
fe& hope ſounded vpon the truth miraculoul- 
lye preuaykd, in deliucring, the poore beſiged 
City 


ing (as it were his will vnto their wils) indented | 
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Citie from the blouddy handes of thewicked 
idolaters, 

This was a weake meanc in the judgement of 
man , yet did the Lorde vouchſafe ynto her 
proceedinges , the ſucceſſe acceptableynto the 
poore oppreſſed heartes of manye people. And 
let vs then bur thinke the lyke, or farre more 
power is giuen vnto the hande of our godlye The gedly lu 
Indith, tocut off the hautye aſpiringe hicade of \11ndshul 
mightye #Helophernes of Rome and his adhe- dA 
rentes,the graunde Captaine of all the aduerſa- jremes of 
ries of Chriſt and Chriſtians , Theſe examples Roms» 
reprooue thoſe that in their ations goe about 
Either to tie Gods truth vnto their many heads, 
or build their reſolucion vpon the might of the 


multitude. ROWS 


If noch had builded his reſolucion vppon the 
reſolucion of the multitude, and had ioyned his j02n 
conſent ynto the reſolute determinations of the builded vp& 


Noaks reſ@ , 


I multitude, hee ſhoulde haue had his portion GR 


= with the multitude in the ſwelling and mercy- 
© lcſſewaters, and not haue taſted the ſweetneſſe 
of the prouidence of GOD in the Arke . So 


Y- ſurelye1f we ſhoulde looke into the common 


= ſortof men,intothe generalitic of conſents,or 
into the common vſe of countries , & not guide 


ic. WW ourſclues by the rule of Gods worde we coulde 


not bur periſh in the merciles waters of errours, 
and neuer enioy the ſweet comfort of the Arke 


with the true Church of Chriſt, 
D4 And 
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tiligence to : Andtherefore had Lot a care ,adiligent eye, 

noi! eE* and carefull conſideration ypto the courſe of 

pf the people the Citye of Sodome, and feared ro giue conſent 

+ Soton. ynto the- multitude becauſe he their ge- 
nerall inclinations, declininge from the right 
waye : And ſo leauing the multitude vnto their 
owne courſe, tooke a priuate courſe with him- 
ſelfe , according to the direction of the trueth, 
and was ſaued from the deſtruction that fell 
vpon the multitude, ſo that we maye ſce that we 
are not to ſayle with the moſt,if we will arriue in 
the port of ſafety , and auoyde the daungers of 
deſtruction. 

There was no ſmall companye , but a great 
multitude, a huge armie that departed out of 
A&gyprt,to goc into the lande of promiſe, but 
becauſe with a generall conſent they declyned 
from the trueth,and fell ro murmuring againſte 

| Moſes and Aaron the ſcruauntes and miniſters 
| of G O D, euerye man ioyning himſelfe ro the 


| The 42vnger multitude, and the multitude looking backe a- 
{ of looking 

| back into un - , 
cienterrors. they came all too ſhort of the promiſed plea- 


ſaunt lande : But 7:ſhua and Cal:b who depen- 
ded ypon the truth of the liuing God. 

Euen ſoa great number and mightyc multi- 
tude were in the dayes of the late famous Kinge 
| Amy vvere x7enrie the eyght, brought out of the bondage 
| of Romizhe of the ſpirituall Romiſhe Xgypt,into the plea- 


arte of king {aunt lande. of the Goſpell , and fo ne 
. the 


' 
' 


| 
| 
| 
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gaine with a longing deſire to retyie into Xgypt \ 
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whence againe our good Tus, Queene Eli7a- Our — 
beth hath redeemed them. And therefore let vs ol in _ 
beware of murmuring againſt her, letvs rather wary. ©* 
be conſtant in beleeuing in the promiſes of our Qvr red 

. 4 tion by Q. 
good God , who hath promiſed vs the fruition Elizabeth. 
of the pleaſant lande of knowledge,if we be tru- 12 >eware 
ly obedient vnto his will : otherwiſe he will cut againi her 


ſhorte all thoſe that rather couet to runne with —_— 
the generaltic of other Countryes, and will not magiltrars, 
accompanie good Toſhua and Calib, in ouriorney 

alreadie taken in hand,in the name of Chriſt our 

heade, vnder the. conduc of 2vy/es and Aa- 

rol, 

It is therefore a perillous thing and warily to 
be auoyded, to yeelde our ſences but to the re- 
membrance of the errors of olde , and the veric 
nameot the higheſt biſhop, the vicare of Chrilt, 
the Pope , yea and the very title of Papiſtes is to 
be ſent into the turthermoſt bounds of vtter ob- 
luton, yeaall the ceremonies of their enchanted 
and Nicromantiall do&rines are to be deteſted 
& to be thruſt out of euerie mans minde, much 
more 15 it to be auoyded to giue our conſentes, 
againe to entertaine the palpable and cloudic 
doctrine wherewith our Fathers, and the 'grea- 
teſt part of the worlde were and are beſotted. 
For whoſo imbraceth theſe thinges, or but loo- 
keth backe againc into the with deſire to folowe 
them, 
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The 22"87. them» ſhall neuer attayne vnto that promiſed 

back io B- Jande, the newe Ieruſalem , nor eſcape the ſud- 

Ereareeh dayne deſtruion of Sodome , but with the 

by Louwie. ite of Lot be turned into a pillar of ſtone, with- 
ourt ſenſe, feeling , or knowledge of the liuclie 
and lightſome trueth , the waye whereunto , is 
- pure, playne, dire&, and ſtraight, according to 
the ſteppes of Chriſt , whoin all his teachinges, 
preachinges, and proceedinges, vicd neyther 
inuention , pollicie, or tradition of mans ima. 
gination : neyther was he tyed with the feare of 
mans perſecutions, led by the example of the 
moſt, or carried away with the force of the mul. 
titude../ 

Bur ſuch is the enmitie and diſpight of Sa- 
than againſt the trueth,and the profeſlors there- 
of , that he hath from age to age rayſed ſeucre 
perſecution againſt it , and them : and that not 

$+an rai. Dy the leaſt and men of weakeſt abilitie of the 
ſeth cuen earth onely , but euen Kinges of the earth, and 
Kings 19PE- Princes of the worlde , to conſpire and afſem- 


cnte the 
= diy. ble their multitudes togeather againſtthe Lorde 
ptainr 2gaing and againſt his anuoynted . And therefore as 
ons ume Dauid in his dayes was mooued to complayne 
80 theſe daies IN that behalte : ſo may wee at this preſent iuſt- 
lye crye out and ſaye, that Kinges of theearth 
ryle vppe with their armies of their multitudes, 
banding themſclues with their bloudic Cap- 
taines, roouing like' Lyons abroade , and like 
beares and wylde boares, thorough the worlde 


to teare, to ſpoyle, and roote out all the godlie 
| vppon 
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yppon the earth , putting their-confidence in 
the force of the multitude, as though they 
ſhoulde alwayes vanquiſh, and neuer bee yan- 
quiſhed. 

Euen ſo did the Egyptians, who puttinge 
their truſte in the multitude of their men, and 
charriottes,their horſes ,and their ſtrongly bar- 
red,and artificiallie wrought waggons, fitte for 
the warres , perſlwaded themſelues, cuen ſure of 
the praye before the onſet , deuiding the ſpoyle 
before the viRorie : But the mightie G OD, 
whoſe power 1s not included within the multi- 
tude of an armie,nor tyed to the ſhowe of much 
munition , perceiuing their deuiſes , founded 
yppon the ſtrength of their owne armes alienate 
from and not ioyned with the inuincible power 
of his right hande,to be vaine, weake, fryuolous 
and fantaſticall, laughed their vyaine hope , they 
conceiued of their owne ſtrength, to ſcorne:and 
becauſe he would haue his owne power to bee 
ſcene, and their weakeneſle to fall as dounge 
in their owne faces, hee turned their braucrie 
and proude boaſting to their owne ſhame, their 
pryde into their owne perdition,and made their 
mightie multitude an argument of their owne 
weakeneſſe , The hyſtoric hereof is playne, and 
a moſt comfortable inſtrucion for vs, and a 
notable caueat, for ſuche as ſhall ſtande too 
much vppon their owne power and proweſle, 
not taking the Lorde for their ſtrength , whoſe 
hande ſtretcheth ir ſelfe out for the ompes 

0 


The foolizthe 
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of his children, and ouerthroweth ſuch , in the 


redde ſea of vtter perdition, which with hautie th 

Pharach of Rome (hall ſay, whatis God that can hi. 

deliuer little Englande out of my handes? (I 

Let vs apply ſome other examples our of the Na 

writinges of the truth, to confirme theſe migh- m: 

tie workes of the Lorde. Na 

| NabwcadueFer putting his affiance, in his own inf 
| The firenzth power and itrength of the multitude, roſe vp a- | 
| + rr gainſt the children of God, ſaying: who can de- ay 
eude was his ]1uer you out of my handes ? what God is there hu 
own contu"® (fayth he) that can preuaile againſt me, for your Þ ter 
I.z>,; dclnerie out of my hands* For haue Inot con- &# go 
»-King-24.9 quered Zgypt? hauc I not deſtroyed Icruſalem, wh 
brought manie and mightie kingdomes into Out 

ſubice&tion ? And haue I not of my ſelfe by my MF po! 

mighty multitude performed many like famous # do\ 

exployts* Notwithſtanding whoſe great brags, this 

whereby hee thus beganne to cleuate and heaue not 

vp himſelfe,not onely aboue all other Princes in ly: 

the worlde , but endeuourcd to drawe all inen r1oL 
into adoration of him as a God,ſaying moſt ar- W 2nd 

Areſemblice Fogantly : who 15 God that can deliuer you out moy 
derwene th© of my harides? the Lorde againſt whom he roſe, © wor 

\ o1d Nabuc confounded him in his owne ſtrength. And doth {© beal 
| ofSabilon,& not the great maſter of all this miſchiefe, and II cieti 
| du.of Rome preſent hurleburlic in the worlde exalt himſclfe MW Þrut 
| in likearrogant ſorte ? perſwading ſuch as will MW dyet 
| ioyne with him in his diucliſh deuiſes, that they MW hear 
| ſhal not feare but proceede in their conſpiracies: I the « 
| and that there is no God that ſhall withſtande W year 


| them 5 


| 
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them, for he hath diſpenſed for them , and hath 


| 
» the lining God (as it were ) within the limites of 
n his vſurped power & authoritie. But let ys note 
(Ipray you) what became of this proude Kinge . 
16 NabucadneJer, that wee by perfeGe implication, 
1- may compare the likelihood of the ende of this 
NabucadneJer of Rome, vntothe former for our 
'n inſtructions ſake. 
"I The God of hoaſtes who alwayes fauoureth, 
le. aydeth,aſsiſterh,prote&eth,and conduReth the O—_— 
re humble, and ſuch as attempting weightie mat- Ce#fuch 2s 
ur ters attribute the good ſucceſle thereof vnto his terpriſes vps 
n- goodneſſe, mercie, power and prouidence: and ***<*rvth. 
m, who detelterh , abhorreth, reſiſteth and vtterly 
ito ouerthroweth ſuch as ſtande vppon their owne 
my | powerand {trength : that God (I faye ) looked 
zus Mt downe, and behelde the wayes of this tyraunt, 
98, this boaſting and aſpiring creature, that bluſhe4 
UC not to ſet himſelfe yp againſt God,and the god- Gods inftice 
$ in ly, and pluckt him down from his high and glo- govwnerhe 
1en rious ſeate of maicltie, from his chayre of pride, Pr9ud- 
Ar- and brought him to the moſt baſe, molt vile and 
out more then ſeruile eſtate of all other men of the 
ofe, & worlde : namely vnto the condition of a brute 
oth 8 bealt, deuiding him from the familiarity and ſo- 
and I cictic of men, to accompanie the moſt ſavage & Nabachudoe | 
ſcife bruteſt beaſtes of the fielde, to leane the delicate for his pryde 
will W dyet of his Regall table , ro feede vppon the 
they IM hearbes, grafle and weedes of the earth , euen as 
cies: Mt the oxeliueth, ſo liued he, by the ſpace of ſeauen 
nde I yearesi nthe wildernefſe, a dombe beaſt, whoſe 


bodie 
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bodie (which before was curiouſly kept in deli- 

cate attire, in his kingly pallace ) is nowe forlt 

to accept of the naked attire of the bare skinne, 

metamor- and the ſame to be wette with the dewe of hea- 
morot Na uen. Here wee ſee was a ſuddaine Metamors- 
phoſis, a ſtraunge alteration , yet this was the 

change of this earthly God,of a man to become 

a monſter, ofa King , worſe then a ſubie& , of a 
Captaine, worſe then a captine , an abic&not 
companion with the vileſt ſubiet . Alas where 

15 now become the great yaunts of his vi&ories? 

where is the might of his multitude ? where is 

the glorie of his much ſtrength ? where are the 
mightie men in whom he truſted ? what ſeruice 

can they do him ? what aide can they ſhew him? 

what comfort can they giue him ? where is the 
ſeruiceofa king become? whether is the glory of 

his vſurped godheade gone? Truely all is gone, 

and nothing left bur only a poore diſtreſſed car- 
calſe,who before accounted himſelfe a God,and 

no man , & nowe ſcene to be not only no God, 
SN: but in worſe caſe then the moſt ſeruile man , yea 
| tions of the A VEric monſter, his hayre become as Eagles fea- 
[Gl of Nab. thers,and his nayles like birdes clawes. What is 
there more to be ſayde of this man , but to ap- 
KW ply the cxample of the fall of his pryde, vnto the 
| from ne, like vaynegloryous younge God Nabuchadner 
| becahduezar Fer of Rome , whoſe pryde and vayneglorious 
| oitentarion is fully aunſwerablethereunto. For 
what doeth his hautic holineſſe ? doeth hee not 


vaunt and exalte himſelfe aboue all other _ 
0 


S ſinne, roacknowledge him to bee the ſole Vi- 
© care of Chriſt here in earth ? and that all other 
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of the earth? aboue all Emperours, Kinges,Prin- 
ces and Potentates? and doth hee not challenge 
ſolie ynto himſelfe , that power and that autho- 
ritie which Chriſt himſelfe hath left generally y;, emacs] 
to all his faithfull miniſters ? and doeth hee ons. 

not affirme the yertue of the death of Chriſte 

to bee tyed and faſtened (by no other meane 

bur by the cordes of this owne will ) vnto his 

chayre at Rome ? Harh hee not ſette himſelfe 

in the place and ſeate of Chriſte , binding the 
conſciences of men ynder the payne of deadlye 


the miniſters of Chriſte ought ( vpon payne of 
excommunication ) come in by him, liue ynder 
him, and to haue their authoritie from him? 
What is this, but ro compare with the pryde of 
this NabucadneJer , to ſay what is hethatis able 
to deliuer you out of my hands ? what Chriſtian 
could not bluſh to conſider of this vaineglory?8 
cannot thinke that this proud NabucadneJer was 
a dire and manifeſt type of him of Rome. & 
And further to approue it, let vs looke into 
his manie and great bragges, wherein hee yvaun- 
teth himſelfe of his owne and his predeceſſors 
conqueſts,of manie,& mightic kingdomes van- 
quiſhed euen with the dynt of falſhoode? conti- 
nued with tyrannie, and led by Idolatry : terri- 
fying manie filly ſoules of the earth, ſaying : is 
there any that can deliuer you out of my hands? 
conſidering the multitudes of manic Countries, 
yea 
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yea and the kinges of many Nations, that yeeld hat 
me obedience,& haue plighted me their trothes, i 
to take my part? with theſe vauntes, and vomits nd : 

'f 


hath hee wonne the greateſt part of the worlde þ | 
The pride & to followe his filthinefſe : wherein he thus try- ” 
ones of umpheth, But we muſt a little further conſider 
abacrion of Of this mightic Monarke , that as this Nabucad- 

the Pope. mweFer,was the type of his pride, ſo ſurely was his far 
vm. fall and brutiſh tranſformation a figure of his | 
Fope & his Tuyne and decay, of his fall and ſubuertion. And } Def 


adherents 3'e although we yet {ce the plume of his pride flic- 


become tran( n by 
formed inro kerin the ayre, as a marke to be ſcene thorough - 
bruit beats. "11 the worlde,, that he keepeth and continuerh ww 


his chayre of eſtate : yetis he caft downe, intoa 
reprobate ſence, hee and his are become brute a 
beaſtes, they are fallen from knowledge and ex- wh 
cluded from the familiaritie of Chriſtand Chri- Jet 
ſtians: and feedenot as wee ſce vppon the pure = _ 
bread of the Goſpell , but vpoa the weedes and: _— 
The haſrof grafſe of mans owne inuentions , and the hayre 
ther heads, . "HEE. And 
of their heades, cuecn all their wits ouergrowen God 
with fooliſh traditions and further their nayles , 


Their food 


The novices Cucn with their bloudie perſecutions of Chriſti- = 
of their hads ans become as the Eagles clawes , that liueth by _ 
the ſpoyle of the ſimpleſt birdes.By theſe markes MI 22 *i 

is he diſſiphered and knowen to be another wa- laye { 
bucadneFer,whoſe heart is alienate from the true bring 

God. feſtpr 

The aThrice But forthe lone of our deare maiſter Chriſt = 
ryin Chrate IEſuS,let not his threates t2riific vs; for although ny f- 
i 


he proudly ſay,vhg can deliuer you out ofmine 
handes? 


THE MVLTITVDE 65. 
handes? Let vs aſſure our ſelues that he that deli- 
uered the children of Iſraell out of the handes of 
Pharaoh ſhall deliuer vs from the handes of this 
tyrant of Rome & his adherentes, forexperience 
of gods proteRion , teacheth ys to belccue that 
# their power is vaine & friuolous.Let them mur- 


" mure & mutter,let them fret and fume, let them 

" ſtirre the coales of their malice againſt vs, ſo tar 

2 as God will permit, and in the time of greateſt 

4 perill he ſhall worke for ysas hee did for /o/bue, 
before whoſe face he threwe downe the mightie 

a citic Iericho without ſhot of bullet, or ſtroke of Terichs 


©  # ſworde, ſo (no doubt) his poweris able todeale (ogyneh wh 

& with all our mightieſt aduerſaries,yea euen with the breath of 

_ NabucadneFer & al his mightie multitudes,he _ 

= ſhal cuen with the breath of his mouth,ſtir thoſe 

coales into a flame which nowe they haue inkin- 

re I <led againſt vs, to ſcorch vp and conſume ecuen — 
the chicte doers of his hoaſt : as he did the exe- 

cutioners of the three men in the hoat ouen, 


er And let vs 1n the faith and feare of our good 
5 x £24 aſluredly perſwade our ſelues, that of his curne the 
11. OY mcrcies,, and for his owneglories ſake , hee will lame ofrheſe 
by bring the duedeſert, and deſcrued rewarde vp- fo conſume 
cs 8 £2 them all, as he hath begunne with ſome that ,jc..oe* 
<.. I [aye ſecrete waite and by conſpiracies ſeeke to 
ue I Þring , not onely the heade, but manic the chie- 

| Efcltproppes of our quiet eſtate , to an vntimely x. «v4 cx0e 
ik [x £nde, and our Countrey into a common cala- 27vay ro 


mitie. And therefore let vs ſpeedely , willingly, ipirators fs 


h . . 
_ and trankely caſte awaye their cordes from vs," 
» E th cix 


Pf. 2.3» 


How we mn 


ECncaurage 


onr (clues 11 


God. 


3.Kin 10.1; 
The proude 

vaunts of Se. 
nacharib. 
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their cordes of falſchoode, flatteric, and tyran- 
nie, wherewith they endeuour to binde vs vnto 
thei willes. Let vs not be wonne by their allure. 
ments,nor feare their forces domeſticall or for- 
raine,for God that dwelleth in the heauens,ſhal 
langh them to ſcorne and they that feare his 
name ſhall hane them in deriſtion, he ſhall breake 
their'bowes in peeces, gnappe their ſpeares in 
fander, and maketheir artylerie their munition, 
and drher their martiall prouiſions, ſcurges and | 
roddes to corre themſelues :-for alrhough hee 
haves longtime winked at their wantonneſle, 
 &-wYythinefle : and they hane flattered rhemſclues 
mianye yeares in fooliſh hope, and a diueliſh 
defire of onerthrowing the truth,and the chiete 
proteRors thereof , here in earth, let vs aſſure 
our ſelnes that kee will not haue his glorie de- 
Faced , nor permit his owne power to come in- 
to fclaunder, but by a'fewe of histrue and faith- 
full feruantes will owe hinelfe able to van- 
a Quith the greateſt mulritudes of his aduerſaries. B 
And although he be able to confounde them & 
' nenwiththe breath of his mouth : yet will hee 
ſhowe his power , exteriding ayde vnto his ſer- 
vauntes , taking the defence of his trueth in 
hande : the aduerſaries whereot he ſometimes 
confornderth enen with the hands of his aduer-F 
ſaries rifins one againſt another. 

He-ſuftered Shenawheryb King of the Aſlyri- 
ans'a longe time to flatrer himſclte and to 
boale and bragge of his mightie — 
OT, uu 
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and his huge hoaſte of mightic menne ,. who 


did in the braucric of his 0wne conceite., make 
open proclamation (| as it, were ) agaynli.the 
liuing God, the God of trueth, blaſpheminge 
and {ayinge : knowe yec not howe , and what 
I, and my Fathers haue doonein other Coun- 
tryes, howe wee haue conquered manie Na- 
tions, raunſacked Cities, and brought their peo- 
plc into great ſubieion, bondage, and ſerui- 
tude 2 Why docth #eſcky4ab then perſwade you 
to truſt in are other but.in mee ? and to feare 
anice beſides mee ? For were. the Gods of 0- 
ther landes of force to withſtande my multt- 
tudes , the power of my mightic men of warre, 
and to deliuer the people out of my handes? 
Noe more ſhall yce bee able to ſtande betore 
mee . And therefore , yeclde your obedience 
and loyaltie to mce , and my miniſters , or elfe 
I will deale inthe like meaſure with you. Here 
are great and glorious.wordcs , heere arc tcrri- 
ble and ſharpe ſpeeches,thundering as he would 
hauc throwen downe - heauenlye Ieruſalem , 
and haue plucked the King of Kinges out of his 
throne. | 

And I prayelet vs a little compare the haw- 


tic bragges of the Romith Shenccheryb, with this /# comparts” 


OD © 


Aſlyrian Kinge : and by the ſuccelle of the one _ — 
of hy" C - k . nach. k. 9 

coniecure of the ende of the other, The ittera- Anna, ans 

tion or repetition of the bragges, boaſtings,and *'* P9P6+ 


q thundering yants of Senacheryb of Rome is need- 


lefle, being fo plainely eucry where nored , and 
E 2 eſpecially 
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eſpecially from the ſea of Rome , from Spaine, 
Fraunce , and ſuch like hoat and furious © oun« 
tryes where the ſunne of perdition ſhineth. But 
as this Aſſyrian Shenacheryb , and his Fathers by 
Gods permiſſion , preuayled a while in oppreſ- 
ſing manie Countryes, Cities, and people : Yet 
atthe length , when hee thought himſelfe ſure 
The ſpoile & Of the praye and ſpoyle of Ieruſalem , ſuddenlie 


over". came the power of him who never fayleth the 


gibs army. Ffaithful,and deſtroyed all the valiant men, Prin- 3 
ces and Captaines , cuen his whole armie, to 
the number of one hundred foureſcore and five 
thouſande men . And this great boaſting tyrant 
himſelfe , flying vnto Niniuie and in the temple 

The deathof Of his Idols, as a iuſt rewarde for his arrogancie, 


Se nach.k.of 


Aviria, pryde, and blaſphemie, Adramelech and Sha- 
r4Far his owne ſonnes ſlewe him with a \worde: | 
Euen fo althoughe that Shenacherzb of Rome 
and his predeceflors/ have theſe manie yeares * 
preuayled,with force and falſhoode bewitching 
the heartes of manie Kinges, Countryes , Na- | 
tions, Cities and people, ſaying : who is the 
Lorde? am notT hee, that haue brought ſo ma- 
nie into my ſubie&ion , ſeruitude, and bon-| 
dage? Why doth then #eſekyah of Englande pa-B 

The vaunts ſ,2de her people to truſt in anye beſides mee? 

2 Lord 


of Romish , 
Senacherib, for a$I haue doone to Spayne , to Fraunce, and 


we the ſo will I doeynto Englande, I will bring them 


popes *F&8& intotheir woonted obedience vnto my decrees, 


he creatueth Or e1ſe will I ſend my multitudes and my migh- 
it, tic 


diuerſe other Countryes , Cities, and people, 


| ſting 
ſd fi 
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ne, tie men,to beſcege their Cirties,and to vanquiſh 
un- | theirpeople, in ſuch ſorte as they ſhall note(- 
But Cape. 

s by Here is much adoe, heere are great wordes, 


reſ- # a fryuolous oſtentation of a mortall man , the The Popes 
. holinelle , 
Yet © enemieof God , a member of Sathan, triende 


ſure ta no good man, a poyſon to cuerie Chriſtiaa 
nlie 1 ſoule, that is defiled with his enchauntmentes, 
the BZ the pitch of perdition, which who ſo toucheth 


rin- 7 is polluted with a deadly filth , can hee not 
, to W looke into the courſe and confuſion of this Aſ- 
five W fſyrian King, and ſette him as a mirror or glaſſe 
rant to bcholde his owne proceedinges : and what 
aple Þ7 ſhall become of him without his vnfeyned con- 
cie, BY uertion, 
Sha 3 And cannot his adherentes call to minde the ty nn, 
rde: 3 ende of this Aſſyrian armie: ſurelie, ( were they nits. 
ome FF not beſotted with the confidence in their owne 
ares FJ power and ſtrengthes ) they woulde call it to 
ung BY minde andtremble for feare, that their ſucceſſe 

2 in the ſcruice of ſuche a mayſter, can not bee 

& good, nor takea ſalutaric ende. Wherefore 
ma-& with diligence in the feare and reuerence of 

-|7 the mightie G O D of heauen , let vs eſchewe 

& their tation, and marche vnder the banner of 
ice? WW Chriſtes trueth , aſſuring our ſclues , that as the 
and Lorde with the breath of his mouth , ouercame 
ple, 4 ſo mightie a multitude, of the Aſſyrians, thyr- 
hem FF ſting tor the ſpoyle of Teruſalem. And as he ray- 
ee5, [4 {cd ſuch as diſcended from the loynes of that 
igh-J E 3 Aſſyrian 
tic 


God is able 
to raite cucn 
ſuch 2s haue 
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popcs ovrne 
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Aſſyrian, King to kill him for his tyrannye and 
pryde, So 15 hee able to reſiſt or confounde the 
multitudes of our cnemies, the enemyes of the 
tructh, abroade and at home. 

And further, if with patience wee wayte his 
g00d pleaſure he ſhall rayſe vp ſuch as haue dif. 
cended of the bowels of the Romilh Shenatheryb 
ro turne euen their forces , and their powers a- 
gainſt ym inthe indgementof G OD to con- 
foundc him . Itis not in vaynethar our merci. 
full God commaundeth his children to call vp- 
pon him m the daye of trouble, and hee will 
heatc them, and relccuc them , againſt whatſo- 
eucr aduerſaries : for hee hath no reſpete of 
perſans, but he that walketh in the trueth and 
worketh righteouſneſſe is accepted with him,he 
bringeth the proude boaſting of the arrogant 
to howling and weeping , and exalterh ſuch as 
arc lowly 1n him, 

There was no compariſon betweene great 
Golyah and little Pawrd to the eycs of thoſe that 
ſawe them both march rowardes the combarte. 
Fornaturall reaſon conlde not haue iudged the 
vicoric to go with Daurd for thar, that in reſpect 


of his ſtature & perſon, there was no more cqu2- BW 


aPNyT LK 


litie than betweene a little mouſe and a grear E- 
lephant, and as their perſons & ſtrengthes were 
arre vnlike , ſo were their weapons and exter- 
nall inſtrumentes of warre, for the ſtrong man 
had farre the greater oddes , for hce was _ 
or 
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for the purpoſe with ſpeare and ſhielde, .and 
poore Dawd was naked, onely a linge 1 in his 
hande, wherewith ( yet ſuch was Gods prout- 
dence ) with a ſtone hee killed this huge and Om 
mightie monſter, who yaunting of his OWNEC naturall rea* 
ſtrength , blaſphemed the God of heauen, in * 
wholc myraculous death, the power of G © D 
and his hatred againſt manns truſt and confi- 
dence in the [trengrth of fleth and bloud, was tho= 
wed:to the comtort of the godly,and contuſion 
of the wicked, 

This and ſuch like examples are written for 
ourlcarning, that wee through the aſſurance of 
our dclence in our Captainc Chriſt , ſhould not 
teare the force of our boaſting aducrſaries the 
{:rengrh and hautic courage of the graund Cap- 
taine of the Romiſh Ph:11; nes. who <hallen; oeth 
all men that ſceme to take their detence in God, 
glorying and boaſting in his manic C ountryes, 
ltronge and fencible C ityes, and manye !! 1wl- 
titudes ot pcople, that are 1n ſubicion vnder 
1M. Tof.s, 

I-richo,and 

Terichs , was 4 mightie and ſtronge Citye, the grengeh 
tie walles whereof ſeemed invincible - Dag o—_ 
molte ſtronglic furniſhed with manie menne 
and munition , whercin they gloricd, boaſted, 
and ſette them(ſclues alotte in their owne con- 
ccite, as thov.;'1 no power had bcene able to 0- 
uerthrowe thc : But God , who wincketh 
not at ſuch arrogancie , nor {uffcreth ſuch re- 
bellious people , to goc vnpuuilied , neyther 
E 4 their 


he olory of 
c Þ 9ÞC. 
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7s 


their Cities to ſtande in ſuch contempt of him ri 
(puffed vp with the pride of their own ſtrength) Is 
dire&ted Joſna the Captaine of the Ifraclites ſh 
howe and in what manner hee ſhoulde deale as 
for the ouerthrowe and ſubuerſion thereof. th 
And becauſe hee would haue his power to bee nc 
ſcene, and his mighticarme to haue the praiſe, ſh 
and not the ſtrengrh of 1oſhwas armie , lealt hee Þ} gc 
ſhoulde haue bragged and boaſted as did Pha- ro 
rach , NabucadneFer, Senacheryb , and ſuche like FF m 
mightie Princes, who attributed the prayſe of pr 
their ſucceſle and viRories, vnto their owne WW te 
ſtrength and maltirudes : hee willed To/bv« to {F w 
carrie the Arke of the Lorde, ſeauen times about tic 
the Citie,with the ſounde of ſeauen trumpettes, WM ter 
The over. 3nd great ſhoure of the armie , whereat (with- WW gr 
throvy oft Out more adoe) without the ſhedding of one RY 1s1 


lericha, gdroppe of bloude of I/huas companye, the {| Rc 


walles of the Citi fell flatte to the grounde, In- co 
ſo much as /o/bua with his armie entered , put ſha 
the people to the ſworde, and burned the Citie bu 
with hre, 


ind.7.15-  Enenſodidheworke for Gydeon and his ſmall ye: 
pany of Ma- COMPANIe, to the ouerthrowe of the Madianttes, mL 
come by Gi. What a mightie G O D is this , whoſe power is gat 
deon anda ſuch and fo great, thathee worketh ſo farre be- ast 


{111111 -umber 


otttszmen, yonde all naturall expeRation , yea againſt all Cei) 


poſsibilitie, by worldely reaſon, to the confuli- anc 
on of ſuchas riſe vp againſt his Church, againſt Þ* Hei 
his Chriſt and Chriſtian ? y ent 

And therefore although wee ſee Romiſh Ie- fou 


richo, 


_ 
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richo, which conſiſteth of manye Cities, which 
is the mother of manye daughters , although 
ſhee tryumph as inuincible , although ſhee fate : 
as a Queene and ſaye, I ſhall be no widow, nei- Reed 
ther (hall I bee touched with any ſorrow : Let vs 
not doubt bur the breath of Gods owne mouth... 
ſhall ouerthrow her : The Arke of the Lorde;the to overthrow 
goſpell of his truth becing carryed in countries job b6- 
rounde about her , and the trumpets of Gods 
meſſengers ſounding the ſame , and the heartye 
prayſes of the armye of Chriſtians beeing ſhou- 
ted vnto the heauens, ſhall bring that to paſſe 
which $.7+hn propheſfieth, namely that the joyful Rew.:s.z. 
tidinges of the fal of Romiſh Iericho,and her vt- 
ter ruine vnto To/huas armye, namely to the con- 
gregation of the faithfull in Chriſt. It is fallen it 
is fallen, Babylonthat great City,theglory of the 
Romithe queene,the pride of Ierichois come to Eſazr.g 7 
confuſion. This no doubt by the finger of God 
ſhall be brought to paſſe, although they ſeeme to 
build their ſtrength neuer ſo mightely, 

The people abour an hundred and thirtic 
yeares after the floud greatly increaſed , & their Gen-1 1-49 
multitude increaſing to an infinite number, be- 
ganneto be proud and arrogant, inſomuch that 
as they deuiſed the meanes ( in their owne con- 
ceipts ) toextoll their glorye vnto the heauens, 
and therefore endeuourcd tocre&ta tower,the 
height whereof ſhould reach ynto the skies,their 
enterpriſe thus begunne, they proceeded to per- 
fourme it according to their owne imagina- 

| tions, 


74 A MIRROR FOR 


tions,wherein theirpride ſo increaſed,and their 
hearts aſſpired againſt the God of heauen, who 
beholding the ſecreats thereof , and their weake 
and rebellious intent , in that they coulde not 
content them-ſclues to enioye the liberric and 
"OEM commodities of the earth, and their liues at his 
&h downe | Þandes, but would aſpire to make them({clues e- 
aſpiring quall with him , andas it were his tellow neigh- 
*_ bours euen inthe cloudes, where they preten- 
| ded to haue their habitations neare vnto his 
| ſeate of Maiecſtic in heauen, as they imagined, 
quickly cut them ſhort,and vicd aſpeedy contu- 
The conn; on Of their follye : namely confounded their 
of :ongues. Janguage 1n ſuche ſortas one coulde not ynder- 
ſtand the other. 

| Surely this example of mans pride and their 
| ſuddaine contuſion by the indgements of God, 
| is worthy to be noted . The multitude of theſe 
| The outriend men , namelie Nzmred and his companye were 
company. great,inſomuch as it God ſhould haue dealt ac- 
cording tothe ſence of humaine reaſon, as theſe 

men now do in their multitudes, what courſe 

| ſhould God haue taken, conſidering that(as be- 

| fore the loud)ſo now they all ioyned themſclues 
| togeather to become rebels againſt him ? Bur 
as his wiſedome is alwayes vnſcarcheable, and 
his power infinite, andall to bring all rhinges 

to paſle without the ayde of man, he vicd this 

onely meaneto ſtop their deuiſe,namely to con- 

| founde their language whereby their worke 


ceaſed, they were ſcattered, and their enterpriſe 
came 


: 


A on 
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1r 
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came to none effec, ;*, X : 
By this moſte worthye example we mayeſce 
how God abhorreth thoſe aſpiring heartes that: 
couet to clymbe vp into heauen by the tower — 
of their owne deuiſes. What a touchitone is tes of thoſe 
this totrie the glitteringe ſhowe of Nimrod of "M7 couer 


T 19 climbe un-, 
Rome and his adherenrs to bee but copper,who to heauen by 


as we ſee indeuoureth to ere&atower, not of 7.70%". 
bricke and morter , but of their owne merites, 
whereby they will aſcende- and ſet themſclues 
euen ſide by fide with Chriſte himſclte in the 
kingdome of heauen. 

And I praye what is this but to call Chriſt 
downe from heanen , to confounde their lan- 
guages , and to ſhewe them plainclie that their 
buildinge ſhall never take efte&, nor bee ac- 
complithed : Howe is it come alreadye to 
paiſe amonge theſe builders ? How manye are 
therethat can vnderſtandethe language of their 7' confuls 
worke-men ? Is itnot in Latine, a language far gvage thar 
from the vnderſtandinge of the moſte. For if the or tome > 
builders of this deteſtable worke ſhoulde call 
for thebricke of true worſhip of GOD ia his The —_— 
toong,, their poore ſeruitors bringe foorth the :# builders 
ſtubble of idolatrye,the contuſion whereof we "4 abou- 
ſee, in that theſe builders enen in the indge- nfo 
mentes of G O D haue patched ,peeced, and *2*"* 


made a hotchpotch thereof, in ſuche ſort as the Ahorchpot 
buylding of that tower , which is founded vp- ;\ nad ofa 
pon the merites of 'Chrilte aboue, wherein we »<cre reli- 
mult be ſaued , is meerclye neglected and re- © 

cated 
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ie&ed amongeſt them. And therefore it behoo- 


ueth euerye true chriſtian , to come out from a- li 

mong them , to forſake their company,and not ti 

to ſet to our handes to the gathering of ſtubble, n 

« connters © Make their bricke,nor ſlime for their morter. O 

ait bricke & For ſuch is their baſtardly dealing, that in ſteede h; 
porere© of the pure ſtraw of the word of God,wherwith ri 
they ſhoulde make the bricke of a chriſtian con- cl 

uerſation , they take the ſtubble of their owne at 
traditions, andin place of the pure morter of WM o 


the ſpirite of God , they vſe the ſlyme of their 

owne carnall wiſedome , wherewith they build FF m 
this tower of their glorye, wherein they ſo brag #7 to 
and boaſte, as though by the ſame tower they FF 72» 
could themſclues aſcend into heauen, and keepe BW tie 


others with the force of their manye builders K 

from aſcending to God by Chriſt. Theirinuen- F an 

tions are cuill, their pride odious,and their folly | me 

filthy in the ſight of God . And yet ſay they we I adi 

The refaturis WII Prevaile , we will perfourme our enterpriſe, = of 
in building Aaccompliſhe our deuice , for our multitude is | pur 
the towerof oreat,& therfore who can withſtande our force? WF ger 
belliona= But we haue plentifully ſcene the mighty works & {tin 
antthe of the Lorde forthe confuſion of his aduerſa- WM was 
Chrit. rics,and the comfort of thoſe that delight in his all | 
ſaluation. real 

Yetlert vsalittle further call intoour mindes, WM typ 

and for the comfort of our 199 men fenc 


YC—_ —— 
— — — 


couragement of our heartes, conſider his migh- T Qiiar 
| tye poteftion and prouident carche hath of his T lyin 
| children, thoi 
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Dauid was moſte cruellye perſecuted,and his , 5,,,., 1 
life along time,and by many meanes ſought for be 
to be taken away by Sewle, a mighty king and his $auc. 
mighty multitudes . Yet ſuch was the patience 
of Daurd, that when he had fit opportunitie to 
haue killed Sawle,he woulde not, but rather refer- 
ring his caſe ynto the prouidence of God,onely 
cut off the lap of Saules garment and departed, 
and at another time tooke his ſpeare , and a cup 
of oyle. ; 

Saules tirannye ſtill raging ſo far thathe com- 1-$2924-44 
maunded Jonathan his owne ſonne and ſeruants 
to kill Dawd, But the Lord moouned the heart of 
Jonathan to fauor Danid, yet ſuch was the cruel- 
tic of Saule that Dawid was forced to flic into the 
wildernes of Zyphe, and being in great diſtrefle, 
and in ſuch a ſtrait, that he ſaw in natural indee- 
ment no poſſibilitie to eſcape the handes of his Davids ex. 
aduerſaries , he was by the gratious prouidence Tine te. 
of God mightely defended. For in Saules hotteſt man}, 
purſuite after Dauids life , there came a meſſen- gente of god 
ger ynto Saule that informed him that the Phili- 

{tines had inuaded his lande, at which newes he 

was forced to leaue Dawid,and with ſpeede with 

all his hoſt to returne home to defend his owne 

realme. This 1s duely to be noted and his migh- 

ty prouidence of God in thus miraculouſly de- 

fending Daurd, is to be applied vnto cuery chri- 

ſtian in his diſtreſſe and perſecution,and a god- 

ly inſtru&ton for our deare Soueraigne, that al- 
thoughSaule of Rome and his adherents on 
or 


1+$2.19.1s 
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Euen with the zeale of the Lordes houſe, and 
loue of her maiclties vertnes, yea the Lord him- 

Melte is her protection, who we ſec hath not one- 

ly cut off the lap of Saules garment, but hath ta- 

ken awaye his ſpeare , namehe his miniſters and 

curſed conſpiratours againſt her, by whome he 

hoped with a ſpcareto haue diſpoyled her high- 

The greateſt nefle of her lite,and vs of Qur quiet cltate. . | But 
og owe God bethanked he 1s partly vnarined, and ther- 
partly yuar- fore let vs bee-patient and ſuffer him to rage a 
while, and at the length no doubtſhee ſhall take 
awaye the cup of ,oyle which 15 his' comfort, 

namely all his flattering and deceittull compli- 

ces, his gloryc and renowne, his power aud au- 

thoritic, notwithitandinge the manie threatned 

inuaſions by torraine forces , and (ecreat con- 

ſpiracics at home, when they are in the prime of 

thetr pride , whentheir tyrannie.is moſte ſharpe 

and cruell , when their (hippinges are prepared, 

Ader-whrong thcir armies and their multitudes at the molte, 
he and when they gape wideltto ſwallow vp Dauid, 


arc inthe 

primeot the pooreChrittiaus in England and els where, 

they hal flie God will preucnt them with ſome inuafions of 

barns their own terretories at home,and thereby giue 
occaſion to Saute and his mightye men, to re- 
tourne to defende themſclues ar home, yeathe 
mighty monacke ot Spaine that ſcemeth to rule 
but is ruled , who as it hath veenc ha 

: - 


_ for the life of her highnes, that yet there be ma. 
nic Tonathans that haue made couenaunt with 
her , to ayde her and aſſiſt her as men mooued 


Ws 
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the late conſpirators, will ſpende his whole king- 
dome:, but will bring Englandeto his purpoſe, 
and conforme to the antient Romaine religion, 
euen he and all his adherents, miniſters of Saule, —__- 
of Rome ſhall bee deceiued , God is on our ſide © 
who isa ſure defence in the due time of neede, 
his ayde commeth when mens caſes are deſpe- 
rate,he helpeth paſt hope, and maketh the coun- 
ſailes , attemptes and pollicies, the might and 
multitude of the aduerſaries of his truth to bee God cannot 
vaineandof noneeffe&, yea belaugheththem Pic any 
to (corneghe.cannot abyde their conſpiracies a+ gainf his 
gainſt Chriſtand his church,although they pro- ©" 
{per & are glorious in the cie of man for a time, 
yet(if we note the endes of them ) we ſhall haue 
good occaſion to aye as Dawd of the wicked 
ſaid, I looked, and behold although they were e- 
uen now flouriſbing as greene bay trees,they are 
{uddaynlyeconſumed, and their place is not to 
be found. The ſame prophet{aith that he ſtoode 
in admiration,and euen fretted to ſee the proſpe- 
rity of the wicked. i And ſurely it is in theſe dayes It is'admira4 
very admirable to ſee the proſperitye,the glori- ?'< —— 
ous eſtate and brane outward ſhew of thole that ty of the * 
ſzt their mouthes againſte heauen,namelye that "*** 
blaſpheme God, & (lander his power,in tying it 
vnto the multztude, and contemn other men,as 
vile & weake.in re{pe& of them-ſclues, that con- 
demneall men,and iuſtite themſclues,thirſting 
after bloud,and yet ſaye we are they that will 
preuatleayh94s Lorde ouer ys? 


ſal.7 3-3. 
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But beholde God ſetteth them in llipperye 
The veicke! places, he caſterh them downe,bringeth themto 
4 n—g deſolation,deſtroyeth them ſuddenly , and they 
places. intheir counſelscome to a ſhamefull and feare- 
full ende. 
Thus haue we ſcene with our eyes in our late 
Pf.7;-18- conſpirators,of whome ſome of them and they 
ge not the leaſte, haue with this perſecutinge Saule 
beene hangmen and butchers vnto themſelues, 
2.82-4r.4, God deſtroyeth all them that withdraw them. 
ſclues from him and goe a whoring after ſtrange 
Gods , butis good vnto Iſraell, euento ſuche as 
- are of acleare and a pure heart . And therefore 
let vs bee aſſured that although there be manye 
Saules againſt one Dawid, many IeJabels againſte 
one Elias, God will not ſuffer ſuche as are godly 
in deed,chriſtians in deed, feruent, zealous , and 
not lukewarme hypocrites or newters to be 0- 
uer thrown of the, but will make away for them 
to eſcape, as he did forhis ſeruant Daurd, cuen 
when their ſtate is moſt daungerous. 
Poore Danrell was in a meruailous diſtreſſe,in 
a deſperate eſtate in the tudgment of man, when 
| he for the ſeruice which ne did to the true God, 
was(by a ſiniſter dectee made and ſigned by Da- 
71us, through a generall conſpiracie of wicked 
men ) caſte into the Lions denne , whome the 
| mighty hand of the God whome he ſcrued ſuffi- 
( cientlye protected , ſhutting the Lions mouthes 
| Yhe revyard ſo that they could not hurt him.But when thoſe 
| cos. were caltinto the den that conſpired his death, 
& 
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they were rent in peeces ere they came to the 


ito ground of the den. 

hey This Danell was likewiſe hardlye beſet with 

TC- manye entmies , for that he in zeale of Gods Naniel.r4.s 
truth reprehended Cyrus king of Perſia, for per- 1y beſee tor - 

ate mitting and committing ſuche idolatrye ynto a {45cm | 


hey blzhy monſter Zell the.idoil,of whome ſuch was 
le theopinion of the king and the people that they 
cs. WF worſhippedit as God , the whole multitude fell 


2m- | downe before it. - But Daxiell reſiſting them to 

nge their faces ſayd, this that yee worſhip is anidoll, T4, potanes 
© 4s and no God:and when the kinge hearde that,he of Danie!tin 
k = F the zeale of 
ore ſeemed wroth,and to maintaine this Dragon to goqs twuh. 


nye be a Gad,he framed his argument ſaying, doeſt 
iſte thou thinkeit to bee no God, benolde he eateth 
dly and drinketh, and-therefore doeſt thou ſpeake 
and blaſphemie againſt our God, he eateth an hun- 
e O- dred gallons of fineflowreand forty ſheepe,and A givitonous 
em drinketh ſixe great pots of wine cuery day,here ** 
en was a gluttonous'Gad,; But beholde the poore 
idoll was ſlandered and deceiued,for the prieſts, 
in WW their wiues and children deuoured all this pro- 
hen MF uiſfion ſecreatlye,, Theſe were like vnto our late 
od, {MW abbey lubbers,who denqured that in loiteringe 
Da- WE Hafines, which the painfull labourers ſhould liue 
ed WM by.But poore Darrell beeing ſharply reprooucd 
the {W n2otonely at the handes of the king, but threat- 
fi- MW ned by the multicude not fearing their force, 
hes | hauing his aſſured confidence in the help of the 
liuing God,and ſeeking to maintaine his glorye 
and deface ſuperſtition & Sdolatrye, rageroges 
F the 


$2 A MIRROR FOR 
the deſtrucion of this falſe God, without {woord 
or ſtaffe, which he by his power , whoſe hande is 
alwayes ready to afſiſthis ſeruaunts,and to con- 
rob found his aduerſaries preſently performed; and 
tive God, brake it all in peeces,confounded it, and ſhewed 
| itinitlikenes , namely to bea falſe and counter- 
feyt image,and(in deed) no God. Whereitthe 
whole multitude of the Babylonians raged not 
onely againſt Danzell, but alſo againſt the king 
himſelfe , for that hee permitted Darrell to take 
thisenterpriſe in hand: The king being timorous 
and more fearing the force- of the multitude, 
then ſeeking the glory of the lining God,deliue- 
red poore Penwll into their hahdes, who threw 
him violentlye into the Lions den to be deuou- 
red. But ſuch was the omnipotent powerof God 
ouer theſe greedy and rauenons beaſtes, which 
Damels aduerſaries of purpoſe kepr hungry and 
without meat.to make their {ktomaches ſo much 
the more greedy of the bloud of this'ſeruant of 
therrue GOD , whom fuche ſort ſtopped their 
Aniracutous MOUthes that they hurt not Danell ar all.” What 
vvorke of 4 moſtlouing God, whar a mighty and mercitul 
Godroop -xdge of our diſtreſſodoth he ſhew himſelfe?for 
ons mouthes. this 15 Alſo written for our learning,to ſhew that 
he neuer faileth the fayrhfull, bur helperh them 
in due time of need. And that we ſhould nor fear 
the great and mighty multirudes of Romiſh Ba- 
bylonians, that endeuorto bring vs into the den 
Gonneper oftheirdeuouring Lions, their ſpaniſhinquiſ 
faithful, tion,and ſuch like deepe deuoring i” 
| | & 
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they hauedeuiſed to ouerthrow (if they coulde) 

: euery true Danzell, by perſecitions,torturs, and 

4 the feare of death, 

4 Now for aſimuch as we haue ſcene the migh- Tie conclafl 
d ty workes of the Lorde in great aboundance to- 

0 wards the deliuery of thoſe that pur their vnfey- 

E ned confidence in his prote&ion » vſinge ſome- 

& tymes worldly meanes, ſometimes his power a- 

S gainſt worldly meanes, and ſometimes without 

ve worldly meanes,to allure his people in their di- 

as ſtres ro come vnto him, & for their encourage- 

c ment hath made waies for their ſafety, when na- 

C- turall reaſon coulde not deuiſe or imagine the ,,_, wo 

w meane to eſcape,and hath by few of his ſeruants manie means 
U- ouerthrown & vanquiſhed great multitudes of jjvrvert 
dd his aduerſaries pulled downe the mighty by the helpfull wo 
ch hand of the weak,and exalted the weake againſt "** 

nd the expeQation of the mightye, Let vs therefore 

ch duely applye all theſe his mighty workes to our 

of inſtruction, & according vnto the time ſet them 

Ell before our cies,asa mirror or glaiſe to ſee the e- 

Nat fate of the enimies of God, their ſlippery ſtan-= 

tul dings and weake holds,and the ſure refuge, the 

for buckler which the righteous haue in the mighty 

hat hand of God. The chriſtiis we ſee are inuironed ' 

em BF vith manye perillous ſnares of the enimies of cunt af 
ear WW God:their ſtate in naturall reaſon ſtandeth dan« —— 
Ba- I gerous, bur the Lord deliuereth them our of all. my 

den Þ And therfore let vs aſſure our ſelnes of the ayde 

uſt B of himthathath not(as we ſee)failed thoſe that 


truly and conſtantly profeſſed his name. 
F 2 And 
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And as he hath beene neare ynto them, ſo will he g1 

be vntovs, if with pure heartes and conſtaunt at 

mindes we perſcuer and continue (not as hy po- ni 

God vvilbee crites, neither as {uche as beare the name onelye an 

v*.ityvebec Of Chriſtians but)very chriſtians,not in name ſo thi 

necrevn'®  much,butthatour conuerſations may bee aun- gi 

g:c:eIcot ſwerable therunto tothe vttermoſ}, to the prai- ity 

On ipacrices, ſes of God,and our (aluation in Chriſt. tel 
a 

CHAP. 3. th 

A comfortable concluſion , to ſtirre vp ſuch as conet to gre 

be called Chriflians,to bee inwardly the ſame, that po 

they doe outwardly profeſce to be,conſidering thati #® mi 

15 not the name, but the pure life m (hrifte that the 

maketh a Chriſtian. or 

wh 

] HE biſhop of Rome and his ad- fou 

23>} herentes doe perſwade all men to iSa; 

77 ioyne with them in the Religion ma 

|whiche they holde Catholique, fall 

which the holy Ghoſt reprooueth led 


Theholy and ſhewethitto be meere idolatry, and altoge- and 


Ghoſt repro* . 
verhthero- ther repugnant againſt the truth . They ſay and mec 
mh rengion 2firme it to betrue,pure, and the ſoundercligi- © cnd, 


on,the way that leadeth vnto Chriſte, and ſalua- neu! 
tion in him. But the trueth findeth that the rent 
foundation thereof is layde yppon traditions W of t| 


and inuentions, and not vpon the rocke Chrilte © wirk 
Icſus,fro whoſe example, whoſo difſenteth can- 3 and 
not/though in name)yet not in deed)becomea Þ con( 
perfe& Chriſtian, ortruecatholike whatſoeuer ther, 


great 
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great ſhewes of deuotion, workes of charitie, 
abſtinence,prayers, or other out warde ceremo- 
nies , theſe fayned and falſe foxes , theſe hidden 
and cloaked Catholiques can,or do glory of,al- 
though they could deriue the ſame from the be- 
ginning of the worlde, from the wiſe, from the 
itudious and learned, from the mighty or grea- 
teſt multitudes of the whole worlde, and from Tnorengng 
a generall preſident . For the truth whereupon gedin thenars 
the conuerſation of euerye Chriſtian is to bee 97 one vt 
grounded,is ſetled in the heart of none , by the man, 
power,the will, the wiſedome, or inuentions of 
man,neither can it bee increaſed or bettered by 
the pollicie of anie , nor ſufficientlye protected 
or mainteined by the authoritie of princes, but 
where firſt the ſpirit of G O D hath framed the 
foundation. By the meere workinge whereof, it The ſpirit of 
isapprehended followed, imbraced, and duelye «yer of eme 
mainteined, and by it the ſpirite of errour and *Vigion. 
falſhood , and counterfeyr chriſtianitic is reuea- 
led, controuled , ſuppreſſed , and confounded, 
and ſo conſequentlye the perfe& trueth confir- 
med and allowed ._ Beſides which truth who ſo 
endeuoureth to eſtabliſhe any dodrine, carry ir 
neuer ſo fayre and glorious a ſhewe of good in- 
tent 1s arebell to the death of Chriſte, a deceiuer 
of the people, a blinde guyde, who togeather 
with thoſe that he guydeth ſhall fall into the pit 
and puddell of deſperate ignoraunce, and fo 
conſequently into the lake of perdition . And 
therefore Ict not the favre ſhew of theſe coun- 
T2 terfeyt 
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terfeyt chriſtians, cloaked Catholiques, the crue. 
of the curſed {e& of Iugling Ieſuites,ſhauen Se- 
minaries, and perdicious prieltes betraye vs,or 
allure vs to their profeſiion, the fruites whereof 
Dake of becing ſo ripe that they fall from thetree of the 
apiſtry,are Romuth ſea, rotten within and faire without, ha- 
Fair wichout uing hony in their lips,& gall in their hearts,the 
| ©, poyſon of aſpes, the loue of 1:44: , the zeale of 
| Caine appeareth in their practizes , they are no 
chriſtians, why then ſhoulde we giue them the 
name of Catholiques ? They ſecke bloude, 
they thirſte for the death of chriſtians, they are 
murtherers, they are not worthye the name of 
men,they are Vipers , they couet to cat out the 
very bowelles of their morher that bare them, 
the common weale that foſtered them, and 
| woulde fill the lande wherein they were foſtered 
Thedeſcripti \vith the bloud of the, by whoſe protetion they 
on omits . 
| Cicholickes - haue lined , and by whoſe ayde they haue beene 
| mainteyned,they are no ſubic&s, they are tray- 
| tors and rebels, their name of Catholiques we ſee 
| Theirnams maketh not their calling ſurc,but the name ſhall 
shall be 2 wif . - : 
| ncxgaint bÞea witnes againſt them, when the vaile of their 
| em. ourtwarde thew, ſhall be plucked awaye,and the 
inward intent of their hearts appeare. 

But he that will be a true chriſtian in deede, 
muſt caſt away all diſſimulation , all hipocriſie, 
all malice, all deſire of bloud , all conſent of re- 
bellion,treaſon,cnuie and idolatric, and put on 
not.onely the eutwarde habirte, but the inwarde 
zeale of godlineſſe,as loue, faith,obcdience,and 
true 
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true and vnfeyned ſubieRtion to GOD: and his 
annoynted of the earth, 

Bur alas too many are the difſembling chri- 
ſtians of theſe daies : I woulde it were not true, 
for there hath becne manifeſt proofe of the can- 
cred hearts of ſuch as outwardly appeared duti- 
full ſubie&s, whoſe practizes are ſo new,that the 


heartes of all true chriſtians areyet bleeding to Cancrea 
harts ynder 


conſiderit. the outyvard 
But now vpon this manifeſt triall of their sowe ofdue 

treacherie, let euen the nameof the counterfeyr © bien 

Catholiques, be euen as a leſſon towarne vs by 

their rebellions tro become good ſubieRtes , by 

their fals endeuor to ſtand, by their harmes ſeek 

to be waric and wiſe in Chrilt. 

 Conſtantias the Emperour intendinge on 2 1, pqicy 

time to trie the hearts of, thoſe that were about of Conſtanii= 

his court whether they were in deede chriſtians thc neces of 

or idolaters, whereby he might the better diſci- Ms ſeruaunts, 

pherand iudge of their loue and faithfull obe- 

diencetowards him, knowing that they that ap- 

peared the true ſeruants of God, woulde be moſt 

faithfullvnto him , and the other the more wa- 

rcly ro be auoyded,vſed this pollicy(when hipo- naw 

critie and feyned ſubiefion was not (as now 1t Godare wot 

15 diſpenſed with) he called rogeather all his ſer- co 

vants and officers, feyning himſelfeto choſe out c:s. 

ſuch as would do ſacrifice to diuels, who ſhould 

onelye remaine in the court, & execute the off1- 

ces there,and they that refuſed ſhould be expul- 


ſed. Whervpon the courtiers deuided them into 
F 4 cOm- 
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companies , & ſome of them ſhewed themſelues ir 
very ready to fulfill the kinges will, and proffered FY 
to do ſacrifice to diuels, others conſtauntly and ie 
boldly refuſed ro doeit- The Emperour ſeeing ſh 
the rebellion of ſome of them againſt God, and m 
the taithfull obedience of the other, he foorth- ſir 
with expelled theſe ſacrifices out of his Court, B 
VVhothey andreteyned the other,aftirming that they one- ci 
petharare ly were fitto be about aprince . And therefore tit 
rendvupon2 from thence foorth he accepted thoſe his moſte pl 
a truſtie counſailors and defendors of his perſon ed 
and Empire,ſaying that ſuch were more worthy ſtr 
Faithfl! (-b» ©O be had in eſtimation,and to be accompred of Ol 
ents a Jeare thenthe ſubſtaunce that he had in his treaſurie. fe: 
trealure, Thus we may note thateuery one that ſheweth ſh: 
outwarde loyaltie vnto a prince, is no more a Ci 
true ſubie& by the onelye outwarde ſhew with- ca 
out the inwardc lone of God, then he is to bee de 
accompted a true Chriſtian, which in outwarde ch: 
ceremonies appeareth a Catholike & in inwarde het 
| oo affetion declyneth from Chriſte and his truth. like 
hearts above But God be thanked there hath beene ſufficient of 1 
kermaielty. proofe of pertc& heartes neare her maieſtic in lofi 
theſe late daungers, and ſuch heartes as will not gay 
doe ſacrifice to the Diuell of Rome , nor giue me 
conſent vynto the tolleration thereof in others: Thi 
Bur with the ſwoorde of their authotitye ende- ſeer 
norto cut off both the cauſers and effectors, the ſecr 
trce and the braunches of theſe ednſpiracies,and diet 
(no doubt)if we ſhew our ſclues true” chriſtians mo! 
ia deede,& not key cold or newters, but zealous tual 


in 
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in the defence of Gods truth,and ſtand aſsiſtan 


according to our bounden dueties, as true ſub- 
jiectes to her Maieſtie in heartes and handes, We 
ſhall ſee theſe Romiſh Babylonians, to cry out, la- : 
mentand mourne , as they alreadie begunne to R:19-10: 
ſing this dolefull ſong : Hew, hew vrbs illa magna org ofthe 
Babylon, bs ils potens, &c. Alas, alas that great Ni Cy 
citic the mighty citie Babylon,thar was ſo beau- 
tifully deed and finely clothed, in lynnen,pur- 
ple and (carlet guilded with golde, and beautifi- 
ed with pearles and precious ſtones, whoſe de- 
{ſtruction draweth neere, But theſe that thus cry 
outand lament her ruyne, ſtande a farre off tor 
feare of her torment , the kinges of the carth 
ſhall bewayle the fall of this great and glorious 
Citic, with whome they haue committed forni- 
cation, and played the harlottes and taken their The etateof | 
delight and pleaſures in her, Then will her Mar- nmr 
chants, her ſpirituall buyers and ſellers of ſoules, !y buiers and 
her Seminaries, her Prieſts,and Ieſuytes,and ſuch rerey— * Þ 
like companions , who liued by the whoredome 4y2trhew 
of this great whore of Babylon the Pope, for 
lofle of their accuſtomed rewardes and wonted 
gayne , howle and weepe , and for their puniſh- 
ments at hand, ſhall ſtand deſperate of all helpe. 
This ſhall be the eſtate of thoſe that to ſome 
ſeeme nowe verie perfe& Catholikes, who haue 
ſecretely withdrawen men from theirtrue obe- 
dience to Princes lawefully eſtabliſhed, and haue 
mooued the ſpouſe of Chriſte ro commir ſpiri- 
tuall fornication with the man of Rome,and of 
ſuch 


Chriſt pro. 
phecied of 
thele daies. 


Mat. 3+ 


Simple men 
eyed to the 

$ romishreli- 
8 gion with 

8: cords of ig- 
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ſuch as will notnowe ſuffer wholſome dodrine, 
but having their eares itching get them teachers 
after their owne luſte , turning their cares from 
the truth, giuing heede vnto fables,vnto ſpirits 
of error, and doctrines of Diuelles, hardening 
their hearts through blindnes , of whom Chrilt 
himſelfe ſpeaketh ſaying: The hearts of the peo- 
ple are waxed fat, and their eares are dull of hea- 
ring, & with their eyes haue they wincked leaſt 
they ſhould ſce with theireyes , heare with their 
cares, and vnderſtande with their hearts, and {0 
returne,that they might be ſaued. What a daun- 
gerous thing therfore is this obſtinate blindnes, 
and blinde obſtinacie? wilfull ignorance , & de- 
ſperate wilfulneſſe ? and yet woulde theſe men 
be accompred Catholiques and Chriſtians. But 
ſuch crookednes and peruerſeneſſe cauſed Iere- 
mze tO crye out and ſay, Itis a rebellious people, 
lying children, children that will not heare the 
lawe of the Lord : but ſay vnto the ſeers, ſec not, 
and to the Prophetes, prophecie not vnto the 
people the trueth , but ſpeake flattering wordes 
vnto them, prophecie errors, go out of the way, 
forſake the right path, cauſe the holy one of 1- 
raell to ceaſe from vs. Is not this the manner of 
theſe men to keepe ſuch fro the truth which are 
tyed to their yſurped authoritie, with the cordes 
of obſtinate blindnes? which was the cauſe that 
in the dais of Chriſt himſelf, the multitude cried 
out to crucifie him, & yetthought they did wel: 
& Chriſt praicd his father to forgiue the ayings 

y 
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they knowe not what they doe.But itis now 0- 
therwiſe with vs, for we haue the trueth before 2 


if: rence 


'S etyyenc the 
n vs,we may read it,we haue the truth preched,we ignorance of 
'S may heare it,we haue it reuealed, we may vnder- tn ces of 

| ſtande 1t, and therefore the negleRing thereof, is, Cri, and 

it now inexcuſable,and the Lord will not ſuffer his preſene vyil. 
» truth now to be darkened with feyned holines. %"*gnorace 
al And therefore let vs returne vnto our ſclues,& 

ſt | enterinto coſideration of our own couerſations y Vee mute 

ir | whetherthey beframed according tothe trueth Fall our ions i 
o which we haue learned. We are fruitfully & moſt 

- © plentifully fed with the bread of life the goſpell 

s, BB ofChriſt,beyond alother Nations of the world, 

te © letvsnotbetherfore glorious in our words on- | 
n | ly,orinouroutward aRios,expedting the praiſe 

ut | of me, butler vs be purein hart,obedict in ſoule, 

e © & mind, toGod that ſcarcheth the raynes, and 

A cntrals thereof, and accepteth not, of thoſe that | 
1e can but brag and ſay, we haue the Goſpell, wee 

t | haucthe Goſpell, and bringe not foorth the 

ie | tfruites of the Goſpell. It was not enough for | 
es | thelewiſhePrieſtes, tocrye out, the temple of 4Nqicle of 

Yy, © God.,thetemple of G O D, as though the bare <nough 

{. | title ofthe temple maketh it the true temple of GG — 
of © God, orthenameof a Chriſtian, a member of 

re © Chriſt, orthetitle of a Proteſtant (wherof ſome 

es doe boaſt)a man in deede that proteſteth in life 

at IB andinward zealc,that he is a true Chriſtian. The 

d ÞB Papiltscry out weare catholiques, we are catho-. rhe bragges Þ 


liques, wearc of the Church, for looke ypon our Ifrommneas 
External works of charity,& actions of deuotis, 
we 
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we faſt, we praye, wee giue almes, we pinchour 
bodies, we ſcurgeour ſelues , wee are they that 
ſhall aſcende vnrto the holy hill. But alas howe 
|Cootworks f2r theſethings are of theſelues from that which 
God requireth, he himſelf declareth ſaying,ſuch 

as haue pure heartes and cleane handes, ſuch as 

are inwardly zealous togither with the outward 

y yo hey teſtimonies of their godly life, ſuch ſhall inherite 
aſcend inv heauen. And therefore there may bee manie 
{hkexven. > woluesinlambesſkinnes,many deuils vnder the 
habire of Pharazaicall deuotion , and therefore 

not in wordes or outwarde behauiour only ſtan- 

deth the perfeR eſtate of a Chriſtian,but euen in 

the ſinceritic and perfe& pureneſle of the heart, 
depending in faith vppon the merits of Chriſt: 

The outward action is the meſſenger of the hart, 
itisawitneſle of the minde, but not at all times 

a like, tor the outwarde kyfle of Ind « , was out- 

VVoris and yyardly a token of lous , and yer it proceeded of 
ovvesoits an heart full of gall and bitrerneſle , of deceyte 
$j <<< and murther,his words of all hayle maſter came 
| as if his lippes had teſtified obedience to his ma- 
ſter,burthe poyſon of Aſpys was vnder his tong, 
The muncke of Swynſted that poyſoned Kinge 


{weete words of waſlayle my Leige, and inward- 
ly pretended the death of the King , & are there 
not in theſe dayes manic that can couer their 
poyſoned practiſes with the outward ſhow of all 
hayle Madam, and God faue your Maieſtie,and 
ſuch like faire words that come fro a poyſonſom 
ſtomach? 


John, cane with his poyſoned portion, with the | 
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I ſtomach? doth not counterfeite deuation couer devotion co. 
at many diueliſhdeuiſes? Is not ſometimes duti- lick denifen 
'e full obedience made the cloke for wilfullrebel- | 
h FF lion, anddiligentattendance made the collour Parries out- 
h of conſpiracie ? Looke ypon Parrie &his prafti- 172 atten 
as (es, and there 1s a proofe of theſe pollicies. Man for treaſon, 
d Þ fcethnot theheartes of men, but God findeth 

te Þ® trhemourtin their ſecrete counſailes, he bewray- 

ic | ethſometobetraytors,that makeoutward ſhow 

ne B oftrueſubic&tes. And therefore let no man de- 

re KF ceinchimſelfe ina perſwaſion ofhis ſaftie, when G29 viſcone 


. . . -, reth hipocrits 
n- WW hisheartis burned with the hoatyron of a guil- and giverk 
in KB tie conſcience, againſt God or his Prince, God Mm met 


t, © willnot beflattered with, although man flatter 
ſt: ® man,diſſemble with man, or play the hypocrite 


t, © bcforemen : forhewill vncouer their cunning, 
e&s © andreueale their inwarde deuiſes, and ſhowe 
t- © themvnto theworlde as a due reproch, and re- 
of © warde them in fine with the condigne guerdon 
te of theirendlefſe tormentes, | 
ne | Oh let vs therefore be wiſc in the truth, let vs 
14- be ci-curalpeR as ſerpentes, that wee be not 0- 
g, KK uertaken, with theſe alluring Cerenes that ſing 
ge IB ſweetly in oureares, abſolution,abſolution,par- 
he ' don, pardon, diſpenſation, diſpenſation for ſin, 
d- they deceyue vs, they drawe vs, with the flouds 
TC of errors : beware that their pleaſant tuhes pre- ,,...;-1,u, 
cir © uaylenotwith any of ys, but like wiſe 7lyſes,let of Viiges: * 
all Þ vsbinde our ſoulesto the maſte of the trueth of 
nd | Gods word, leaſt we yeeld the ſayles of our con- 


ſentes ypto the winde of their wylineſſe , and ſo 
being 
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being pertakers of their praiſes, wee become 
likewiſe pertakers of their puniſhments.Let vs be 
ſimple as doues, let vs harbour no kind of wil to 
ioyne our ſelues with theſe dangerous men, (al- 
though the greateſt part of the world)thatvnder 
the pretence of holines, vnder the title of catho- 
likes,ſeeke to ouerthrowe the kingdome of god, 
the church of Chriſt,the knowledg of his word, 
& preching of his goſpel.Although they ſay Lord 
Lord,they are not thereby made the ſeruants of 
the Lord. If we do not that which the Lord c6. 
mandeth,we are meere enemies ynto the Lorde, 
It is not ynough to beare rhe greene leaues, and 
the beaurifull bloſſomes of a godly life: but we 
mult bring forth the fruits which come fro the 
roote, & heart of our inwarde affe&tions, & zea- 
lous obedience, wherwirh euery true chriſtian is 
ſo adorned, that whenſocuer Chriſt cur ſauiour 
"WTO paſſeth by vs with conſideration of our good- 
eeth workes,he findeth the ſo frutefull that he bleſſeth 


our heartes, 
& vvatereth 


his holy«pt 
rie that eve7 his holy ſpirite, in ſuch ſort as men may ſceour 
the ouryvard good fruites,& glorific our father for his merci- 
p—_ full watering our ſoules to the bringing'foorth 
The Lors Fherof. And on thecontrary where there are the 
bath node  Jeaues,the glorious ſhowe of a godly life, only in 
| < 15.1 external! acons, without the true fruts procee- 
| ding fro the heart , the Lord hath no pleaſure in 
that tree but curſeth it,& withereth it even with 
the breath of his mouth : ſo that they that paſſe 


by 
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by ſhall ſay that inſuch paynted Sepulchers the 
Lorde hath no delight, 

We muſt therefore endeuor to bring forth the | 
fruts of a godly,holy & innocent life: following VVemaſte Þ 
as in outward profeſsion: ſoin inward zeale,the in our comer 
ſteps of our head , our hasband & maſter Chriſt w— | 
Jeſus: whogas he is pure,ſo hee expe&erth perfe& 
an&itic in all that profeſile him : hecan not a- 
bide hipocrifie, a double hart, a diſſebling rong, 
orlipsthar ſpeake feyned things. And therfore 
what profiteth it vs to haue the name of Chriſti- 
ans, to haue the name vf Proteſtantes, of Catho- 
likes,& ſuch like glorious titles, whereof many 
in theſe our daies brag & boaſt?namely that they 
knowe Chriſt, and confeſle him only inthe our- 
ward ſhow,whe in deed in our aftions & inward 
cogitations we deny him, in framing the accor- 
ding tothe world, & according to the courſe of | 
the multitude, foreuery onethart ſaith Lord Lord *-7 #*+ 
ſhal not enter into the kingdomeof heauen, bur 
he that doth the will of god which is in heauen. 

And againe, why call yee mee Lord Lorde (ſayth Luc.s 
he)and do not that which I commande you. We "s 

ſee then that we diſcharge not our duties to god noug ho fay 
in ſaying we knowe him, butin performance of vv knovve 


. x Chriſt, but 
the trueth, which we learne of him. And there- we mutt doe” 


fore as wee in reſpe&e of our profeſsion chal- {hr-vot 
lenge the name of Chriſtians, & ſceme asit were Chu 
offended, when the meſſengers and miniſters of 

Chriſt charge vs out of the worde of God, that 
wedegenerate from the perfe& conucrſation of 

Bf atrue 
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_atrue Chriſtian , by the looſeneſle of our lines; 
and ſlacke performance of our duties to Chriſt: 
let vs frameal our affe&ions as becommeth true 
Chriſtians. And let vs not deceyue or flatter our 
ſelues, with a fooliſh conceit of being Chriſtians, 
when in deede our conuerſation diftereth tarre 
from the do&rine of Chriſt. It behoueth vs to 
examineour liues , not accordiag to fle{hly fan- 
taſtes, but according to the truth of gods word, 
which is a glaſſe whereby we may ſet al our a. 
ons right,andin good order,& iudge betweene 
trueth and falſhoode , betweene light and dark- 
neſſe, betweene the Goſpell of Chriſte , and the 
traditions of men. Wee haue a good preſident 

A4.:-.1:. hereof, namely to try and examine our zeale,by 

The mzn of the example of the men of Theſſalonica 8& Berea 

Berea an ex- (not in that ſom of the perſecuted the Apoſtles) 

ampieto'7 butin that, asthey recetued the worde of God, 

for che truth. they ſcarched the ſcriptures, for the increaſe of 
their knowledge of the truth,wherby they might 
not onely frame their owne lives, but directe 0- 
thers, not onely in worde, butin godly lifeand 
conuerſation, which was the cauſe alſo that the 
diſciples were called Chriſtians in Antiochiafirſt, 
namely forthat they came neere vnto Chriſt in 
The ſciptures godlines of life.Search the ſcripturs,for they are 


—_— of they which teſtific of Chriſt : of his manner 
195-39 ofconuerſation here in thecarth,and of his eter- 


nall truth, the ſyncere profeſsion whereof, ma» 


kethaperfe& Chriſtian. 
Then this name of a Chriſtian onely , 1s = 
ue 
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dueof right ynto him that can onely ſpeake of 

Chriſte, or that can diſpute of his godheade 

and manheade, howe he came into the worlde, 

when he came, to what ende he came, and ſuch 

like : for ſo can cuen the Diuels doe. Bur as we 

ſee wee are Chriſtians in this, that. as we knowe 

Chriſt, and profeſlſe Chriſt in worde , ſo ſhould 

we followe him in life, If we haue the ſpirite of 

Chriſt , then are we Chriſtians. For he that hath 

the ſpirite of Chriſt will conforme himſelfe ac- 

cording to the image of Chriſt. And as Saint 
Auguſte defineth a Chriſtian : he is a perfeRe Aog.de vie; 
Chriſtian , which ſhewerh mercie vnto all men, <*i#iana. 
and who is not mooued, he that regardeth an- The definiris 
other mannes greefe as his owne, whoſe table **<ian 
is open and readie for the poore , whoſcemeth 
contemptible , baſe, and of no accomprt before 

men : heethat deſpiſcth<arthly , to winne hea- 

genly thinges , who ſuffereth not the poore to 

bee oppreſled , hee that ſuccoureth the needie : 

he that weepeth, when others doe weepe, ſhew- 

ing himſelfe of mercifull affe&tion rowardes all 

men : whois weake ( ſayeth Saint Paule )and I 

am not diſeaſed ? This is a true deſcription of 

that, whereof wee would be accompred profeſ- 

ſors , namely true Chriltianitie, which as we ſee 

chjefely conſiſteth in mercie, in loue, and cha- 

ritable affeion one towardes another: In ſo Chritianity 
much as we ſee that by the rule of this Chriſti- mercy and. 
an dutie, wee muſt ſhowe our (clues aſſiſtaunt to '***- 


all ſo farre forth as our habilitic will extend and 
G eſpeci- 
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eſpecially to thoſe that are of the houſcholde of 


C 
faith, we muſt do to others,that which we wold n 
that others ſhould doe vnto vs . But alas howe tl 
cy farre too ſhort come manie of our time, to this tt 
Chriſtians Chriſtian durie: yea of ſuchas will 1ot onely be in 
come ot bee- CErmed, but which terme theſclues Proteſtantes, m 
ingerws andChriſtians? Itweretoo hard and a veric vn- ol 
Chriſtians, . E 

maunerly enterpriſe tor me'to enter into the dif w] 
Athanktef'e Courſe of that wherin I know I ſhall offend many b; 
re to.:e- & eſpecially froward, ftubborne,and ſtiffnecked ga 
Ces. natures, who I knowe will bid mee plucke out he 
the beame of mine owneye firſt:;and for my own ha 
The cone part I thankethem for their good remembrance gli 
author. Ttruſt I ſtande not to 1uſtitie my (clfc,but open- thi 
ly condemning my ſelte as a wicked wretcli, 1u- rul 

ſtited yer in faith by the bloude and merites 
of Chriſt. can 
But goodChriſtian brethren,the deareſt thing to] 
The anth®7* to ſatisfie my greateſt expectation 15, patience put 
petation. for my boldneſle. And toreturne to my purpoſe poc 
to controule in the name of Chriſt, ſuch as will wat! 
outwardly ſhowe themſelues what, inw-:rdlye relit 
they be not, namely C hriſtians: for ſurely great hea! 
hath beene the tryall of Chriſtians of late dayes. full 
Gods yrovis And the former pollicte of Conitantins for tryall thei 
ez Of Chriſtians, came farre too ſhort of the meere the 
miti 
ches 
ſtian 
wha 
the mouths that wanted relicte, yea the mouths © tiou 


of 
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of good chriſtians, which the gluttonous cor- 
morancie of Epicures deuoured in exceſle : nay 
the tryfling toyes,the needles and bootles crea- 
tures,as haukes, hoads & other offenſiuethings in teh 
inthe ſight of god hath deuoured more in many theſe daics of 
mens houſes in a weeke, the ſome of the maſters © 
of the ſane hauc giuento the needy in a month, 
which is a teſtimonie of colde chriſtianirie :.the 
backe and the belly will be conſtant witneſles a- 
gainſt ſome in the day of the Lorde, that their 
hearts & externall profeſsions with the tongue, 
haue beene art diſcorde, namely the exceſle of 
gluttony and pride in apparell, will teſtifie that 
their actions were not guided by the infallable 
rule of that true Chriltiamitie. 
Furthermore,be there not in the world, that 
can & do profeſle Chriſt with the mouth, reſort 
to his word, argue'thereof, & can cunningly dif- 
pute thereof, that in this miſerable eſtate of the 3 one 
poore oppreſſed members of Chriſt, ſee them to anixy, 
want, heare the ro mourne,lament & cry out for 
relife, & they will not conſider it ? they will not 
hearethe cry of the poore : hauing their barnes 
full of corne old & newe: and their bagges full in 
their cheſtes of white & red : and yet wincke at 
the eſtate of the world, expc&ing greater extre- 
mitie to come to the poore , that their owne r1- 
ches may increaſe, & yet wil! be accounted chri- 
ſtians ? Alas what Chriſtianitie , what lone, nay, Let vs pray 
what humanitie is in this ? God grant retorma- as. 


tiou of theſe thinges,in this acceptable time. 0 
G 2  Agreat 
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A great volume might be repleniſhed with 
ſuch like manifeſt teſtimonies of colde Chriſtia- 
nitie in England ofthe moſt eſtates of men,who 
are dayly warned out of the worde of God , to 
returne from their wickednefle of heart , and to 
ſeeke trueth aud perſeuere theerin , and yer re- 
garde it not. And of all other teltimonies of 

The greateſt an ynchriſtianlike conſcience ( howſoecuer they 
tetiwony ®? fatter themſelues with the outwa d profeſſion 
lkeconſciece of Chriſt)the greateſt is inthe time of dearth and 
famine, to retaine that ſtore which God the free 
giuer of all thinges, hath afforded them, and to 
holde vp the price of their victuall ( which they 
haue freely receyued)to ſo high & intollerable a 
The huner? price,that the pouertie of ſuch as are in the ſight 
poore mute Of god as deare(nay perchance more deare)then 
pine ro i... they, can not obraine ſufficiencieof any thing to 
fires ofthe xeleeue and ſuſtayne their liues, ſo that the hun- 
oe gry bodies of manie are dryuen to pine, to fill 
the raucning defires of fewe , in their filthye 
mucke. who is there that of his ſmall ſtore doth 
a little relecue the poore, that hath leiſe ? nay 
who of his ſuperfluous aboundaunce extenderh 
his hande to helpe him that hath nothinge at 
all ? This 1s a fault intollerable and yet vnpu- 
niſhable. But be nor deceyued yee that gape (0 
wyde to ſwallowe vppe the poore, that ſhutte 
your cares from the crye of the needie, and 
drawe out your noſes fo long to {imell , and your 


waye the ſweete of other mien, howſocuer you 
collour 


tongues and handes to licke vppe, and rake a- ' 
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collour jt ynder the name of Chriſtians, Catho- 
liques or Proteſtantes: for aſſuredly your deſtru- 
&ion 1s neere: 
Cone forth therefore, and as you are armed 

(as you ſaye) with the names of Chriſtians and ,,, .. ... 
the knowledge of Chriſt , fight nowe n time a- true chriſtian 
gainſt rheſe wicked deſires , this dangerous poy- — 
ſon of concupiſcence , trye your ſelues to bee, piſcence. 
thatin deede which you bragge to be, the ſoul- 

diers of Chriſt to fight againlt the worlde, and 

the ſcruauntes of the worlde , thar tight againſt 

Chriſt,for berweene them is there noe congrue- 

tie. Say not my corne my ſtore my victuall and 

mine increaſe is mine owne and therfore at mine 

owne diſpoſition, for thow deceyueſt thy ſelfe: 

15 not the whole worlde the Lordes , and all that 

therein is ? Hecan then take all trom thee , and The vyhole 
giue it vnto thy necdie brother . And where 17977 © 
thou ſayeſt , I muſt not lende, I may not giue, I 

will pot diminiſh my ſtore which I haue prout- 

ded for mine owne vſe, in what extremitie {o e- 

uer my needie brother be, for feare leaſt I ſhould 

want my ſelf, for euen this alſo(thou foole)is an A peritous 
argument of little faith in thee , and leſle chari- (Mncen ot 
tie. Howe I praye you doe the moſt part of vs, 

that are ſoharde hearted, weepe with them that 

weepe? Doe we not ſce manie poore fathers and 

mothers of families, and manie fatherleſſe and 
helpeleſſe litle ones, howle and weepe, lament & y ye oe 
mourne, and we doe not onelie not weepe with n2t vreepe 


them, that is take part of their miſeries, but wee that yycepe. 
G 3 giuc 


God vvill 
call nac 
compt cl vs, 
hovy vve 
hauc bclio 
wved our 
goods, 


Sovrre 
ſCaucc after 
ſv yecte 
nicat., 
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give the cauſe of their weeping, with the bitter- 


neſſe, of our conſciences that farre vnlike chri- 
ſtians, hold faſt that with the cords of couetouſ- 
nefſe which God vouchſafed of his liberalirie, 
and yet wee muſt be accounted Chriſtians, this 
15 lamentable.Can God that 15 a1uſt God winck 
at this our counterfeite holineſle tor eaer ? will 
he not call account of vs, howe we haue beſto- 
wed our goods? And how ſhall we anſwere him? 
ſhall we ſay we haue beſtowed them vpon buil- 
ding our gay houſes, vpo purchaſing of farmes 


to make our children gentlemen, vpon hauks & - 


houndes for our repait,vpon gay attire to make 
vs ſeemely to the worlde, or vppon delicates for 
our tables,or vpo any ſuch tranſitory thing?will 
theſe things be an excuſe, or a ſufficient diſcharg 
for our colloured Chriſtianitie thinke you, when 
the needie members of Chriſt ſhall ſtand before 
you? the vewe of whome (hall {trike ſuch a guilt 
in your conſ{ciences, that euen your owne £0n- 
ceites will cry out againſt your countertect holi- 
neſſe,and condemne you: and the heauietudge- 
ments of God which accopanicth ſuch vnfaith- 
full ſtewardes, (hall light vypon you,and for eucr- 
more confound you. Oh this will be ſoure ſauce 
after your ſweete meatcs,this will be more bitter 
the gal, vnto the conſcience that is now no thing 
at ail touched with the conſideration of theſe 
things. Ohit behoueth vs the to looke abour vs 
in time,and to take circumſpe&t heede that thoſe 
things which proceed, cither of obſtinate _ 
' Neue 


i, yy, ans was tw wo... 
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nes of heart, or hypocrifie,which is too generall 
adiſcaſe, lodge no longer in ourdiſſemblinge 
brealtes. Let theſe things that are ſo manifeſt a- 
gainlt the truth of our profeſsion be driuen far 
trom vs, Let not lawe be gouerned with will, bur 
let will be ſubic& vnto godly lawes, let nothwe Godly tawedl 
be rurned into licentious bberrte, but let our li- mute go 
bertie be grounded ypon the perte&rule of our nu 
freedome in Chriſt, and let the Magiſtrate mini- 
ſer indifterent iudgement, 
The very aduerſaries ynto true Chriſtianitic 
note ( inthoſc that crave and couet to be called 
Chriſtians) too much rebellion cu& againſt their 
owne proteſsion. Andeuen reioycingly cry out 
and ſay among themſelues, there there,{o would 
we haue it, They make our liues ( which dige- 
nerate trom the truth,which we ſeeme to holde, 
and teach ) an argument againſt ys, there be ſo rye atverg 
many figge trees that haue fayre bloſſomes and <5 oigods 
greene leaues with little or no frute , that they our proferis 
euen ſay of vs, they ſeeme to bee that they are {09* 7ecom 
not, And we make our corrupt life , a fclaunder vngodly ag 
of the Goſpell of Ieſus Chriſte , But no doubt **"*: 
this feyned Chriſtianitie is not generall : but 
woulde to God it were more perticuler: it is 
not common to all , but would God it were not 
ſo common to any. But ſuch haue beene from 
the deginning, ſome there are , and ſome will be 
vntotheend. For neceſſarie it is that offences 
doe come, but woe vnto them by whome they 
come. And therefore for the loue of him whoſe 
G 4 ſcruants 
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ſeruauntes wee profeſſe in woordesto bee , let 
vs become the ſame in thought, worde ,and ac- 
tions. As weecryeout Chriſte, Chriſte, in our 
mouthes, ſo let vs put on Chriſte in our man- 
ners, otherwiſe our proteſsion is but paynted 
Oveyyarce with outwarde ſan&itic, and defiled with in- 
4nyvrard fin. warde finne. We can not (crue God and Mam- 
mon, we cannot ſay, wee worſhippe Chriſt, and 
help not our brethren. Our weſterne parts haue 
felt the diſpleaſure of God, by a generall dearth, 
Gods viſitati Onely to proue truc Chriſtians, namely the libe- 
on by dearth . 8 , , , 
a good ryali Talitie, mercie and compaſsion, of the rich , and 
ofcrue cuiſt= the patience of the poore and needie. And it 
hath wrovughtthis experience for ourlearning, 
or (tothegricte of the godly Chrittians in deede) 
vve have by howe that true Chriſtianitie cooleth,and hypo- 
earth fin. , | . . . = 
dethteryy Crifie breaketh foorth into mightic hres,charitic 
erve chriſti, 1s choked with the cloddes of couctouſnes,faith 
15 fled, and pittie prefled downe with pride,fewe 
men we finde regarde another mans want, ano- 
ther mans greefe, another mans eſtate . But by 
a generall deuiſion , wee ſee all men for them- 
ſelues and for their children : and-none fauou- 
retl; thepoore,nor their diſtreſſed families. Thus 
we finde by experience in this hard time, which 
argueth , that all thoſe are not true Chriſtians, 
which in outwardec ſhowe , can profeſle Chriſte, 
all not godly in deede , which ſceme holye in 
wordes, and yet will they all beaccounted Chri- 
ſtians. And as for the patience of the poore ſort, 
1t is for the moſt part ynperte& for the bitternes 
ot 
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of want is ſo ſharpe vnto them, that they can 

hardly digelt it without yomiring out the poy- 

ſon of forcible outrage , not waiting the good 

pleaſure of God to be relieued, who ted his peo- 

ple in the old world very miraculouily. But the 

experience which we haue by this hardtime, pro- 

ueth little faith generally. Where is our due con- 

fideration of this comfortable ſaying bleiſedis vra1.4o. 

the manthar conſidereth the poor and needy, 5 forges” 

the Lord wil deliuer him in the due time of tro- to encourage 

ble?Isnot here a ſufficient promiſe to ſticre vp al lect rene 

true chriſtians to ſhew themſeclues in their like- g<4- 

neſſe, and eſpeciallye in the time of diſtreſle to 

ſhew helpe to the poore? And let vs duely conſi- 

der that where a bleſſing is pronounced to ſuch 

asextend mercy and compaſſion(the beſt roken 

and badge of a truechriſtian)the contrary muſt Ze. | 

needes be, curſed are ſuch as conſider not the terfait chrite F 

poore & needy,the Lorde will leaue ſuch intheir ** 

diſtres in the day of viſitation. H e that ſceth his 

brother want, hauing wherewith to relicue him, 

and ſhutteth vp his compaſſion from him, how 

can he ſay that hes a chriſtian? Nay how canhe ,  - | 

looke for any other rewarde, but to expe& ſuch as we meate } 

meaſure at the handes of God , as he meaſured vn vwill. | 

to his poore afflicted bretheren? that is he ſhall to vs. 

want and not be relicued,he ſhall calland nor be 

heard, hunger and thirſt and ſhall not bee com- 

torted.Letgs haue therefore ſpeciall regarde to 

this point of chriſtianity : namely that as we are 

all members of one body in Chriſt our heade,fo 
: let 


———_ — ————— — ” 
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let vs hold togeather vnfainedly in onefaith, one 
truth,one religion and conſtant profeſſion ther. 
of: and as the members of one bodye, one to af- 
fiſt, comfort, relicue,ayde, ſuccour, and ſupport 
another,that we may {hew hartely and not cold- 
ly,zealoufly and nor ſlackly , truely and nor de- 
ceitfully , rhat weare the ſame in decde that we 
profeſle to be in (hew. For it will be no ſufficient 
plee for vs, to aunſwere the declaration of our 
owne guilty conſciences , to ſay we haueprofeſ- 
ſed the name of Chriſte , we haue embraced his 
worde', we haue diſputed and reaſoned of the 
ſcriptures, we haue pepayred vnto and beene de- 
firous to heare ſermons: we haue acquainted our 
ſelues with and harbored the preachers & mini- 
ſters of the word of God:nay it wil be no ſuffict- 
entdiſcharge for vs toſay we haue propheſied in 
thename of God ,& in his name caſt out diuels. 
What becommerth then of all our goodly ſhews 
of our external glory,wherin we ſtand as marks 
for the worlde to gaze at forholines ſake,& yet 
inwardly we are not as we ſceme to be. How ma- 
hy are there then deceiued, that perſwade them 
{clues that enen the bare name of a proteſtant & 
title ofa chriſtia is ſufficient to acquite vs in the 
laſt day? Ananas & Sapbyra bare goodly leaues 
and glorious bloſſomes in the externall (hew but 
for their harboring diſſimulation and hipocriſie 
in their hearts,they were rewarded ggith preſent 
death.Dangerous are theſe preſent daies wherin 


we may {ce goodly greene leaucs ypon moſt fig 


trecs 
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trees to make fayre ſhowesafaroft. But when ,,, ve 

we approch nearethem when weenter into.con-/ fair choyyes 

ſideration of their fruits we find them either rot- * © 

ten few or none : how many be there that come 

to the church;ſhewing outwardly great deuotio, 

they heare ſermons, they become partakers of the 

ſacrament of Chrilts body and bloud, they out: 

wardly ſeeme to fauor the goſpell; but when we people. 

come neare them , when they be tried with the 

touch,it is ſcene that there reſ{tethin many of the 

a cloake of dangerous deſire of enterteining the 

cloudy darknes of Romiſhereligion,& the vſur- 

ped authority therof,contrary tothe light of the 

truth . Some will control! mce for entring into 

indgement,but would to God the experience of 

the cauſe coulde make mealiar . But we doubt 

thereare ſuch weedes amonglt the good corne, y yeeqsa 

there are ſuch wolues in ſheepes attire whoſe hi- 9"gſtgood, 
— — . . COLNE, 

pocriſie is diſpenſed with, and they muſt needs 

accompt themſclues Catholikes . And the more 

cunningly they can cloake their diſſembling de- 

ſires, their ſecret and hidden miſchictes,ſo much 

1s their profeſſion the more commendable. For .., cu | 

1tis the chicfeſt part of the leſſ 0which theſe Ro- lertersro 

myſh wrors giue:their pupils,namely to make an 7 je cheetes | 


outward ſhew of true obedience to her maieſty, — | 
| 


& her moſt godly proceedings, yer it oportunity tors, 
might ſerue, they are diſpenſed with to murther | 
her. Oh blouddy villains, & yet will be accopted | 
Catholikes? How can this cunning cloaking two | 
faces vnder one hood, ſtande with the name of a 
good catholike or chriſtian? How can they that 
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diflemble before men, ſaye their heartes are to 
God? It is no doubt the pollicie of the red Dra- 
gon and his adherents to flatter men in ſinne,to 
the end to draw them intoeternall deſtruction. 
V Vhat it is For(ſayth Chriſte)hee that denieth mee , that is 
ſtandeth not bold and conſtant to confeſle him, 
in that perte& and ſincere religion which is with 
out gall or bitternes, accompanied with no de- 
fire of murther or reuenge,ſuch a one will he de- 
nie before his father which is in hceauen . What 
profit then dothele 2lorious falſlye cannonized 
ſaints get for their diſſembling obedience to her 
mate{ty,cloaked dutic,and counterteyt holines, 
whereby they inwardly indeuor to commit ſuch 
bluddy and Cainlyke a&ions againſt her maiſty, 
uo celigion her countrye and quiet, onelye to ſatishe the 
ſeife in chari- bloudthirſtye deſire of vndoubted Antichriſte? 
fy« whoſe religion (were it of God) woulde ſhew it 
ſelfe in cha ritie toall the world manifeſtly as the 
teſtimony and badge of their vnfeyned duety to 
Chriſte,and not in deſire of innocent bloud, the 

knowne cognizance of cruelty, the handmaiden 

of ſathan . Letvsnordeceiue our ſclues,tor hee 

Hovveo that is of Chriſt will ſuffer with Chriſt , will loue 
andafaiſe Chriſt and chriſtians, buthe thar is of ſathan,yill 
Ghritian bring foorth the fruites of ſinne. And hethatis 
Neuters de. NEitherhot nor cold,a key cold profeſior,a new- 
ny Civiit. ter,that is contented to run with euery religion 
and thinke well ofcuery profeſſion he that is in- 

different betweene light and darknes,doth alſo 

plainly deny Chriſt, But if we will ſtand ſtrongly 
1 
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inthe faith of our maiſter ynto the death, nor 

onely outwardlye in wordes, but cuen to the fa» 

ces of our aduerſaries in inwarde zcale vnto the 

death , framing our affections, our heartes, our 

mindes, and all the powers of our bodies,to 

bring foorth the fruites of that profeſſion,which 

we ſeeme to holde,and as we haue the names of rhe 2dnerta; 

proteſtantes, ſo if we proteſt before men in our ics ofebe 

workes, and before God in our conſciences, the &riue invaine | 

truth of his word,then letthe ſerpent ſeeke what $3702 ue | 

ſhiftes he can,let ſathan do his worſt,and thered 

dragon the biſhop of Rome,andalltherabble of 

his adherents waite till they be weary,and their 

multitudes make what glorious ſhews gf threats 

for our ouerthrow they cantyealet all the kings 

of the earth,and great princes of the world that 

haue taken vp the ſwoord againſt Chriſt,and his 

ſpouſe the church frame all their forces,and yer 

ſhall his little locke be ſafe vnder the ſhadow of God miintai 

his winges. The mighty power of the Lorde hath ne<nive 

from the beginning defended , maintained, and ot his vvord. 

alwayes preſerued , the true dodrine of his 

worde, and thetrue profeſſours thereot , and 

let vs not feare but he will tothe end defend, 

maintaine,and preſcrue the (ame, hee hath pro- 

miſed it that will ſurely performe it . Whatſoe.. R*-15- - 

uer is written, was written for our learninge, 

that we through patience and comfort of the 

ſcriptures might haue hope, namely conſtantly 

for the loue of the kingdome of God to ſtande 

in the day of triall. For as the worde of Godis 
pure 


The*wyorld 
& the mulr1 
tude cannot 
abide the 
truth, 


All that hear 
the vvoric 
of God arc 
not the ſer 
u2nts of god 
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pure,ſimple, and without anye kinde of ſpot or 
wrinckle: Soit requireth thoſe that be protefſors 
therof, to be pure ſimple and conſtant , without 
deccir, without didimulation or hipocriſie. For 
theworld & the multitude, lone+hitres,ftarting 
holes & meanes to deceiue God and good men: 
And therfore brag the enimies of God and ſay, 
they baue the whol world on their fide,the grea- 
teſt part of people . And the reaſon is, becauſe 
their deuiſes and traditions are oi the world.For 
ſaith Chriſt vnto his diſciples, it you were of the 
worlde the worlde woulde loue you, but 1 haue 
choſen you out of the world, and thertore doth 
the world hate you. We ſee then that the way to 
become true chriſtians, 1s not to 10yne with the 
multirude, to tread the ſteps of the greateſt part 
of the world, for ſoſhall we ſhake hands with the 
Elders and rulers, withthe whole troupe of the 
Iewes, with ?:/ate, with Zerode , and the Empe- 
rours power , toriſe vp againſte Chriite and his 
truth(as now the greateſt part of the world do) 
which God forbid , many are called bur few are 
choſen . Then are not the greateſt part of the 
world, that heare the word of God, the ſeruants 
of God. The truth is not tyed to the multitude, 
norto the outwarde ſhew of coloured chriſtian 
conuerſation, but hee that fearech the Lorde 
( whichis in the heart ) and workerh righteouſ- 
nefſe ( which is alſo in the outwarde conuerſa- 
tion)is accepted with him , The multitude then 


make not any thing at all for ys or againſt har 
tru 
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eruth ſhall (nodoubt) triumph & mightely pre- 


: uaile,when we ſhall ſce Pharavh of Rome,and all 
: the huge. hoſt of his confederacie ouer throwne 
- in the red fea of their owne inuentions . For he 
* that brought Iſraell out of Xgypt, he that dryed 
w vp thered ca , he that brought water out of the 
: hard rocke, and he thathath doneſo many won- 
S derfull rhinges for our fathers of olde,which we 
5 maye applyeforour comfort, hee which hath 
i brought toorth and reuealed o manye treache- 
@ ries and treaſons againſte our moſte gratious 
M Queene,and common-weale of late daies prac- 
h tized, he, cuen he ſhall deliuer vs from the Ro- 
*M mithe tyrannie, he ſhall drye vp the ſea of their 
of blouddy conſpiracies, that they ſhall not rouch 
* vs, Or hinder vs, but ſhall tourne them euen vp- 
ba pon their owne pates, he (hal bring the water of 
" perfe& knowledge out of the rocke of his 
_ worde,whercof all the faithfull of the world ſhall 
FP drincke. Thercfore with alouing conſent,let vs 
) make the ſweet harmonye of thankes giuing for 
re his moſte gratious deliueraunce, for which our 
he mouthes maye rightlye bee filled with laughter 
ts at the fooliſhe deuiſes of theſe wicked men,and 
le, our hcartes bee repleniſhed with 1oye of the 
an mercitull protection of the Lorde,who hath(as 
Je we ſce ) done great thinges for vs alreadye, for 
wi which euerye true Chriſtian hath great cauſe to 
(a. Icioyce, 

en The righteous loue to ſpeake of this they 
the loue to conſiderit , and likewiſe to praiſe the 


mighty 


God that - 
vvrought 
ſo yvyon 

derfully for 
our fathers 
o1d yyill 

VIOuen tor 


<2 


mishe bon- 


more prett- 
»® ous then of 


of Foipe. 
Chaunge. 


| Nandeth in 
| the true 


: 
: 
4 


| of our liucs 
| 43 theſyvetelt 
ſang that 
pleaicth the 
Lorde. 


Our delivery ©* . 
from the Ros Egypt: how far greater cauſe haue we to thinke 


dage is farre 


the children 
of Iſraell out 


Our ſaluatis5 
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the mighty power of the God of heauen forthe 
performance of it. If the children of Iſraell were 


much bound ynto the goodnes of God for their 
deliuerye from the bondage of their bodies in 


ourſelues bound vnto the mighty hand of God, 
and his aboundaunt mercies, that hath brought 
vs out of the bondage of ſoule and bodye from 
the Romiſh Babylon , chaunging our ſpirituall 


A good ex- Captiuitic into {pirituall liberty, blacke idolatry 


into the true feruiceof God, in knowledge and 
true ſeruice of whome ſtandeth oure ſalua- 


| knoyvledge TION , Our aſſured helpe and infallible defence 
| antferuce of apainſte the multirude of all the aduerſaries of 


Gods truth . Let vs therefore reioyce and finge 


Reformation That moſt acceptable ſong which moſt pleaſeth 


the Lorde , namely the vnteyned reformation of 
lines,and conforming them after a more dutiful 
ſort to God and Chriſt , that our conuerſations 
before men maye witnes our perfe& Chriſtiant- 
ty,and our certaine being the children of God, 
let vs beautifie the chambers of our hearts, with 
the flouriſhinge braunches of a godlye life, let vs 
mortifie and kill all thoſe euil and peruerſe affe- 
&ions, which break forth and darken the bright 
beames of that proteſſion,which euery true chri- 
ſtian ought to hold. Let vs beare the ſayles of our 
conuerſations euen with the wind of the worde 
of God. And let the holye Gholt rule the ſterne 
and guide the rowder of our deſires, leaite that 


we cracke the barke cf our religion agamſtethe 
rocks 
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rockes of ſlaunderous-toonges: So ſhall our ad- 
uerſaries be aſhamed to mutter againſt vs,for li- 
uving contrarye to that which we profeſle, and 
God who is our onely defence ſhall be pleaſed 
with vs in his ſon Chriſt, and continue his won- 
ted prote&tion towards vs in this life, ſo that we 
his little flocke ſhall not bediſmaied at anye ru- 
mors of warres,and other like threats of Gods 
enimies, but ſhall(though not of anye deſerts of 
ours worthy)in the end through the merites of 
Chriſt,be partakers of the kingdom of heauen, 
which God for his Chriſtes ſake graunt vs . A- 
men. 


A P/alme of praiſe, wherein the mercie, the loue,the 
prourden ceyſtren gh ,and wiſdome of God 15 remem- 
bred his mindfulnes of the affiitions,and daunge- 
rous eſta re of his [eruants,in the time of their grea- 
teſt need,and the deſerued confuſion of the aduer- 
fares of his truth, briefly declared. 


0h Iowa Domine noſter, quam nobile eſt tum nomen in toto terra= 
rum 0) be? 


4 Will praiſe the Lord, with all my 
j | heart , and ſhew forth all his mar- 
>D| ucilous workes, 
2 I will be 1oyfull and reioycein 
| thee,oh Lorde , I will (ing praiſes 
vnto thee,oh thou moſt higheſt. 

3 Forthou halt turned backe mine enimies, 
thou haſt thrownc downe thoſe that deuiſed 
H mulchicte 
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miſchiefe againſt me: yea thou haſt reproued the 
wicked,and turned their vaine hope to naught, 
& their counterfeyrt glory into open 1gnominy 
and reproch. 

4 Thou haſt taken my cauſe in hand, mayn- 
teyned my right,and preſerued methoufitting 
inthe ſear of tudgement , haſt ſhowen thy ſelfan 
vpright Iudge. 

5 Thou haſt rebuked the multitude of thoſe 
vngodly ones,that haue ſought the diſhonor of 
thy naine, the ſpoyle of thy ſanQtuarie,& bloud 
of tinne annointed, 

6 In ſomuch asI may,to my comfort, ſay vn- 
to them, and to the chiete Captaines of their 
multitudes , Oh enimye, the deſtru&tions that 
thou dideſt threaten, wherin thou vainly yaun- 
tedit ro deſtroy Cities, to ſubuert Kingdoms, & 
to extinguiſh the memory of the godly fromof 
the carth(behold)thou thy ſelte conſumelt, the 
breath of the Lords mouth ſhaketh thee,thy tri- 
umphing before the vicory,ſoundeth forth thy 
perpetual ſhame,and deſerued confuſion. 

7 The Lorde,whoſe true ſeruice,thou ſeckeſt 
to violate, and whoſe ſeruaunts thou ſeckeſt to 
ſupplant, hath an enerlaſting dominton, and he 
ſirtethin tudgement,to giue vnto euery man his 
due right. 

8 Iris hethar only ruleth and gouerneth the 
whole world with righteoaſnefle , and with the 
ballance of his truth 2nd equity diſcideth euery 
mans cauſe. 


9 It 
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9 Itishe thatis the ſtrong &a defenſible To- 
wer-to ſuchas are oppreſled, an aſſured refuge 
tothe afflicted , and an vndoubted reuenger of 
ſuch as ſeeketo lay violent handes vpon his an- 
noynted, 

10 And therforeas many as know thy name, 
(Oh Lord)thy mercy and ſtrength, wil put their 
confidence 1n thee,tor thou neuer forſakeſt, but 
ducly relicueſt,and proteſt thoſe that truely 
ſecke thee. | 

11 Oh ſing praiſes, ſing praiſes therefore yn- 
to the Lord,that hath his dwelling on high,and 
yet ſo beholdeth all ſuch as are true of heart, ler 
vs declare vnto al people the worthy as which 
he hath done for vs already, wherof great cauſe 
we haue to reioyce in him, 

12 Heſecketh and findeth out ſuch as are de- 
firous to ſhed bloud, & thirſte after the deſtruc- 
tion of his annoynred , ſhewing himſelfe moſte 
mindfull of thoſe that loue him,and forgetteth 
notto deliuer ſuch as are in daunger, and win- 
keth not at the wicked, 

13 Haue mercy(Lord)vpon me,oh thou that 
haſt miraculouſlye defended me from deathes 
doore . Conſider how mine enimies yet ceaſe 
not to imagine milchiefe againſt me, and to lay 
viclent handes vppon my guiltles perſon,thou 
my ſtrength and aid,conſider it,and deliuer me. 

14 That I may with toy fing foorth thy wor- 
thy praiſes and entring into Syon, maye reioy- 
lingly declare,that thou art he that ſaueſt me,by 
H 2 whom 
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whom I ſtande, and by whome my enimies are 
throwne downe on cuery {ide of me. 

15 A hugemultitude of enimies haueriſen 
vp againſt mee, but thou haſt brought itſoto 
paſſe that they are ouerwhelmed with the loud 
they deuiſed to bring in vpo me,they are fallen 
into the pit they digged for mee, and they arc 
ſtrangled in the ſnare, they layd priuclic for me, 
This oh Lord is thy doing,and it 1s comfortable 
cuen vnto my ſoule. 

16 OhLord thy wiſedome is vnſcarcheable, 
thy loue incomprehenſible, and thy mercyes 
wonderfull, and thy indgement knowne by ex- 
ecuting inſtice, vppon ſuch as vie crafty wylencs 
againſt the innocent. 

17 Riſe vp,riſe vp(oh lord)in the behalf of thy 
ſeruant,let not thy hadmayd be alwaies forgot- 
ten,let not her hope, which ſhe hath alwaies in 
thy defence, be fruſtrate, let not the wicked pre- 
uaile , in the craftie conſpiracies which they i- 
magined: Caſt them down(oh Lord)and let the 
effc& of their deuiſes ſhew their folly , & them- 
ſclues to be but mortall men, ' 


Eſai.35. 3.4. 

Confirmate manus languidas,er labanria corroborate 
genua : Dictte ann fe ſtints , eſte fortes, C- impa- 
widi,en Deus Veſter vltor vemiet,premiator Deus, 
iſe ventet ſerurtum vos, 

Non vi,ſed veritate, 


FINIS, 


